
Table A1 Orphan rhinos participating in the study. Estimated age and time in the boma correspond to the 
date when the study started.  

Rehabilitation 
method 

Rhino Sex Age 
(years) 

Time in boma 
(months) 

Hands-off 
(Facility 1) 

 

1 M 1 1
2 M 3 22
3 M 3 2
4 F 4 1
5 M 2 7
6 F 2 7
7 F 2 3
8 M 2 1
9 M 1 0

10 F 1 0
11 F 1 0
12 F 1 3

Mean   1.92 3.92
SE   0.29 1.8

Hands-on 
(Facility 2) 

  

13 F 2 21
14 M 2 22
15 F 2 16
16 M 1 14
17 M 2 14
18 M 1 7
19 F 1 5
20 F 2 27
21 F 2 24
22 F 3 30
23 F 2 17
24 M 3 23
25 M 2 24

Mean   1.92 18.27
SE   0.18 2.43

 

Rehabilitation method affects behavior, welfare, and adaptation potential for subsequent release of orphaned 
white rhinoceros 

Acta Ethologica 

María C. Fàbregas, Geoffrey T. Fosgate, André Ganswindt, Henk Bertschinger, Markus Hofmeyr, Leith Meyer  

Corresponding author: 
María Cayetana Fàbregas  
Department of Paraclinical Sciences, Faculty of Veterinary Sciences. University of Pretoria. South Africa 
Maria.fabregas@gmail.com,  


