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A. STRUCTURES --
(I).- SRC 

- SCM 
- Debating society 
- Dramatic Society 
- Choir 

I 

I 

(II) Those unde~ progressive control 

SRC 
- DRamati~ society 

Debating society 
College choir 

(II~~Existing relationship~ with AZAZO 

The poriccy- followed b;y; ASASO, ian the one follewedl. bythe; 
aao~e mentined • 

StblCtures-

(IV) StructurefE not:. under progrese-i~ control:: 
-We trim to wi.n thei:tr relationship with the exc-,eptioiL 
of the gymnastis team. 

( V) I as AZASO domanan:tt ? ~S 
~ ? preach ididbgy followed by AZASO 

- Rugby -to fol~ow non-racial policy 
- Boycott as regards to food quality(conditions) 
-College c.hoir to_boycott National Music Competition. 
- Protest to anti-Repu"'tlicr. Day 

Nationa1 oay of"" protest- to: 3-1st May19~4 
- All commemoration services attende~ 
- SRCmembers to stem from progressive student body 

following ·non -racial poli_cy. 
- No student_ organisation against AZASO • 

subsection 

(B) E~•~~h working group: 
(I) All members activists 

- executive committee 
\-!omens committee &Mens committee 

- Groupmember & grClup leader (re -·;.-·:msible for Educational 
charter commi~tee ) 
Recrui+ing co~ittee (responsible for recruiting new members) 

(III) Brannh sub-committee -meet 4 times a manth 
Genaral membership -meet ones a month. 

(IV) DEscription ot deGision making procedures 
-De~ciSIONS taken dy executive,referred togroups &back 
to the executive. 
third force not well rooted. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



'WHY 1 b 

do not put ~nLO pra~Li~ ~haL Lh~y prta~h 
DominaL~d by AZASO 
HI~DERED trom spt~adin~ Ln~ir ~deolo&y 

Rela.uonsttip wid\ AZASO 
Edu.a~ional/a ad~mL~~r~laLionshi6s only. 

I 

D. Re~r~iLm~nL ~ LraininK 
A-=d~ivil .. ies orgau~s~d by r~ ru1Ling, ... ommi.tt::t:: ilr ~eneral mt::mbt:rship 
b4 m~mb~rs drawn~ ... o JOin AZASO 
Rt::~rultin6 ot "~w 1Lrs~ yt::ar s~udeuLs and Lhen ori enLatt:d b~tore admi~Led as 
11d.l membt:rs. 
Issu1n~ o1 llL~ru.~ LO ~du.aL~ n~::w m~mbb6rs 

How Lraininw. prow.rammts are orit:1ll&Lt:d ? 
(a) A.,;tiviSL& 

-bei~K ori~nLa~~d tJ tirsc • 
Methods used 
- videos 'po~Lry readan~ 

Assessm~nt ot ~ampaiKns 

Distribu~ions ot pamphl~Ls 
Qngoye cricia LO ShOW SOlidariLy 

-ommemoraLion - sharpvillt:! 
NA'.&.IONAL day ot solldari ... y 

ro.us on 1r~t:dom -charLer 
M.S.C 

26 a"'Livis ... s 
25 opi~s 5oo s .. ud~nLS 
Masr 1eet1.ngs b~ld 
EdudaL~on .. har~er -smpaiKn 
(¥t·oup lt:ad~::rs a~Lt:d as Lt:mporary edu_a~ion Lhar ... f:r .ommittee.) 

AssE:smenLm ot var.&.us t~solu .. Lons by, vt::rius proKrt:ssive groups led to on~ ~ommen 
ideal de. ~sion 0 4 .edu-ai..&.on· . har ~er ..;ampai6n• 
Issues 

at~iliaLion oL spor~ing .lubs Lo non-ra"'1al. clubs (sporLin& codes) 
Improv~ellL ot Lh£ quali ... y o'- xood. 
Dominat.ed .. lariLY ou Lht: usage ot i..he payment. o.&. f.ees trom Lhe ADMINISTRATIOD1.--.. 
FO~uH. a~ainsL rea"'~iviarit:s ( uyalaseraLa) 

Some issues oppressive ~reaLing disunity and ..;ontusion 
EtLe.Live mt:Lhods were : mass m~::e ... ing vLdeos,debaLt::S. 
~S MEE. INl. ~ DEbA.lES 

Suspension o.t all ~ulLural and spor~ act.ivitie4s. 
suspension ot ~ellow &Ludencs 
Cl ure ol Lhe. ~YIIllasium nall. - . d. d. 1 b · h Retusal. o admn1.scrat1.on .. o subsl. 1.se l.ttert:ni. c u s Wl.C money 

Communl.-aLion 
VISilED by one member or rii.E.C. 
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AZ.ASO 
Azanian 

AZASO - UN? 

c/o 3J1C 
un~RSITY OF N.VfAL 

PIETE;R."vU . .'~I TZ3lBG 

P.O.BO:\ 375 
'?IETER!,1ARITZBURG 

3200 

Structures on Campus 

AZASO - PIETERMARITZBUKu 
REPORT 

There are a number of important structures on campus. These include: 
- SRC A liberal SRC was voted in - our relationship with 

them is very good. 
- Nusas - A progressive structure • our relationship is 

satisfactory. 
- M.S.A. - A non-antagonistic structure - our relationship is 

one of peaceful co-existence. 
- SAF This is a right wing organisation - we have an 

antagonistic relationship for the following reasons: 
The SAF first emerged when the previous SRC nominated 
Nelson Mandela for the post of Chancellor. They 
opposed this and slandered Nelson Mandela. A student 
body meeting was called. AZASO issued leaflets showing 
Nelson Mandela to be the true leader of the people of 
South Africa and not a "terrorist". Nelson Mandela 
refused the post. The SAF then attacked the UDF and 
called it a front for the ANC. AZASO with NUSAS and the 
SRC challenged SAF to prove this. They refused. The 
SAF is now suspended and a university commission of 
enqui~ is set up to investigate their activities. 

BRANCH WORKINGS 
The AZASO-Pmb council consists of eight members. There are approx. twenty 
active members in our branch. This year AZASO has two sub-committees, viz. 
the publications and projects sub-committees. These sub-committees and the 
council meet approx. once in 2 weeks. 
AZASO, in its formation of its sub-committees, is using this as a method of 
recruitment. Seminar topics on a wide range are to be held. To date only 
one has been held. as we were tied up with elections and exams. This is not 
very useful as mostly old activists attended. Most first year students are 
too apathetic. 

2/ ••••• 
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A number of projects were undertaken from GSC to the present congress. 
These include: 

- Welcome address and an explanation of what AZASO is. 
- Debate on Rag. However, the Rag Chairperson did not turn up. 
· We organised this in an effort to give both sides of this issue. 
- A video on the Sport Isolation against South Africa was held. 
- The UDF's MSC was launched with Cormick Ndlovu (MSC Co-ordinator) 

speaking. Signatures were collected from most black students on 
campus. A Focus on the PC proposals and Koornhof Bills was held 
for first years on campus. 

-A June 16 commemoration service was hel~.in a community hall. 
Here speakers like Mewa Ramgobin and Abba Omar spoke. 

- Abba also addressed members of the new council on AZASO, its 
structure and ideology. 

- A fund raising disco and film show was also held. 

As yet no education ·charter committee has been set up. In the new term 
a joint education charter committee of AZASO and NUSAS is in the pipeline. 

THIRD FORCE ELEMENTS 
We have approx. 3 or 4 AZAPO/AZASm supporters. They have not attempted to 
form any branches on campus. An attempt was made in Sobantu, a district 
of Pmb. This failed as the SOYO did not co-operate. The third force 
elements do not appear to be very well organised. They also come mainly 
from Wits. 

Communications with NEC - poor. Our branch is much to blame as we did not 
make any concerted effort to keep in contact. .The receipt of letters and 
pamphlets etc. was also poor. 
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CONTACT 
issue four 

P.O.BOX 25283 
F'E~~EI~ASTOWN 

2048 

Lenasia Youth League 
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THE FESTIVAL IDEA 

It has often been said that it would be so exciting if we could hove some 

sort of activity in the school holidays, when everybody could be together 

and just enjoy themselves. Furthermore, it would also be so good if such 

a thing took place so that people's talents could come out more clearly, 

and they would at least hove on opportunity to develop themselves. It was 

with this view in mind that the LENASIA YOUTH LEAGUE decided to embark on 

a major YOUTH FESTIVAL wherein people of various talents could be allowed 

to express themselves. The YOUTH FESTIVAL offers us on unusual. opportun -

ity to get both youth and parents participating together on a common pro

ject.It is also a chance for us to create a spirit of trust 

in our community and to get to know more people. Thus, 

FESTIVAL ideo is at once on exciting and important. 

THE THEME 

In keeping with the festival ideo itself, 

necessary for us to choose a THEMl that 

would best capture the spirit 

for people 

various interests to dave

by ex -

incli~ed; whether it be sporting, cui

whatever. If people 

express themselves in these fields offered to 

their PARTICIPATION becomes real and active. The 

go hand in hand. With such o show of talent and skill being 

'll'al; L'~•mpli,u.nli from 2 Rose Ave 
Len asia 

Tahiti Pharmacy 
your local 111ink11 chemist 

expressed by various participants, surely we would stand 

in great ,!;!!'!ill and bo• able to, w1th pride 

ha~mony, be firm i~ this unity. The THEME 

1n keeping "'i th ooor 

~onsi stent with "'" ~ of the 

YOUTH LEAGUE. 

AN APPEAL 
may sound good but it 

that people in the commu

and from other areas see themsel -

PROGRAMME 

as contributing to the success of the 

We, thus urge oil people to acttvefy 

the Festival and support us whenever 

The Festival is for you and tne sue

it should come from you. 

programme is planned to run ,for a w-ek- between the 9th-- 15th 

December 1982. It is designed to incorporate as man) fields of expresston 

as is possible, so as to ensure as brood a participation os possible. In 

short then be prepared for the following 

9 December 1982 - Thurs. - .ROLLERSKATING at the Apsoro Cor Pork - 1-30 p.m. 

- Film Festival at the Jiswa Centre - 7-30 p.m. 10 December 1982- Fri. 

10 December 1982- Fri. - Art Exhibition also ot Jiswa Centre - 10-00 a.m. 

onwards till 7-00 p.m. This will last till the 

11 December 1982- Sot. 

12 December 1982- Sun. 

u;.a GAio.NO PLACE 
TPAPEZIUM CENTRE 
LEN ASIA 182~ 

13 Dec.' 82. 

- WATERPCLO TOUP.NAMENl at the s,,;:nming Pool - IOHoo 

- MARATHON ( 7km & 17km - starts at lhe Leno5io 

Stadium at 12-30 p.m. 

PHONE 852·1102 
BOX 3S7 

LENASIA 1820 

Art Festival. 
the Portidor Hall - 7-30 p.m. 

at the Civic Centre - B-00 p,m. 

:::t~?~J:c/'in~;N,k~f'Tfitr'':g.a::. 'f, "~! 
sta4e Mr.1 tusrrce rs ~ moclerr and the 
~f:f,[e~~~r ~tNf~~r.' • sear on oppres-

rhe IOVII ol Allah is Wtlh lho'se· 
• Who O•l•e•• in Htm. 
• Wh·' lrghls lor Trull!. 
• Who lrghts lor Juslrce. 
• Who lrghts lor Freedom. 
• Who lrghls lh• oppressors 

_J 
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sports comment 
Once again o rebel cricket team (Sri Lankan) has ignored the boycott call 
end has come to ploy in Sout~ Africo.Most White South Africans and their 
sports orgarisotions ore excited about this breckthrough,In Fact large 
sums of money has been paid to bring the cricketers to S.A. end all of 
them org~e that politics should not be mixed with sports.At the some time 
there has been on internotioncl·cutcry cccinst the tour.At home,olmost all 
block spcrtspersons hav~ condemn~d tbe tour.At a recent meeting organised 
by the Federation of Re~idents Associations (Lenasio),the following reso
lution was adopted : " We condemn the tour.White sportsmen ere trying to 
get bock to international sports by soliciting the support of the oppressed 
We believe that a sports and cultural boycott is or. effective means os 
struggle to further our aims towards a non-racial democracy."The resolutio~ 
also called upon school principals to deny the Sri Lankans occe~s to schoo~ 
children during the tour.The most impcrtant question that arises is why do 
people call for a boycott of such tours. 

MULTI-RACIAL or NON-RACIAL SPORT ? Mony people do not see ary difference 
between these two concepts,but there are important differences.Multi-nat
ionalism sees S.A. as comprised of various nations (whites,coloureds,etc) 
wr.ich should play sport separately.Most white sports associations accept 
multi-racial sports.On the other hand those who believe in non-racial 
sports argue that sports is an important human activity that has nothing 
to do with the colour ~f one's skin.Each individual should feel free to 
join any team purely on the basis of merit and not skin colour,and shore 
the same facilities. 

POLITICS AND SPORTS ? Very often one hears people shouting,"Don't mix 
politics with sports!"People who believe in non-racial sport assert that 
in S.A. sports and politics are closely linked,In Lenasia,for eg.,we hove 
inferior and inadequate sports facilities compared to other white areas, 
At rrost~schools just have a soccer field.There are no otber spo~ts facili
ties.We dod\have swimming pools,tennis courts,gymnasium,athletics fields, 
and sufficient sporting equipment.Compare this to white schools.If scholar$ 
do not have equal focilities,how con they compete on an equal basis?And 
the only reason why we have inferior facilities is because tre government 
spends less money on our education(and sports is port of education) .Daspit• 
this mqny of us have trained hard and excelled on the field.Let us examine 
our co~munity.We have a so~rts complex at the Tech.Grounds.1his field was 
orly turf~d a few years bock and throughout the year,it is used by soccer
ites,c~ic~eters,golfers,schools,keep fit fons,ordinary people looking for 
o place to rest and even lovers. Whet a shame.We only hove one flood lit 
field where all teams playing in the Lenosia Football Assoc. (• 80) toget
her with the professional teams are expected to ~rain.We only hove one 
swimming pool to cater for the needs of+ 80000 residents.We hove inadequate 
facilities not because we wont them but-because we hove been denied ode -
quote end better focilities.Living with these cond1tions,tcgether with 
poor housing,uncomfortable public trar.sport,poor medical facilities etc 
we become inferior sportsmen and sportswomen. 

DOUBLE-STANDARDS: The double-standards resolution states: 'Any person , 
whether he/she is a player,administrotor or spectotor,committed to the non· 
rcicial principle in sport,sholl not participate in nor be associated with 
any other code of sport which practices or condones racialism or multi -
nationolism,'This resolution aims to make peo~le aware of the racial prob
lem in 5.A. spcrt.It pcints to the feet that sports must not and cannot be 
separcted frcm other aspects of one's life.It exposes those who support 
rciciol dicriminotion,which affects all aspects of cur lives,and claim that 
this has no bearing on sports. ----

It is because of the above arguments that sportspersons in S.A. and the 
res~ of the world call for a cutting off of sporting links with S.A.Those 
~ho agree to ploy with SA sportsmen ore in fact accepting in principle 
rcciol discri~inotion,giving credibility to it and denying thotamany 
people ore weoker sportspersons because of it. 
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MANKWENG YOUTH CONGRESS 

Revolutionary greetings. Pledge solidarity. MAYCO wishes to pledge soli
darity with progressive organisations involved in the national democrat
ic struggle and all the oppressed and downtrotted masses of our land. 

Re kopane fa re le bathe ba dikete go bolela seo re naganang gore 
se lokile le seo re gopolago gore se se lake. 

Bo mankgonyane ba ba Botha ba ile ba botsa bathe naa, gore ba voutela 
kgatellelo? A ba ile ba botsa bathe gore ba voutela gore bana ba bona 
ba bitswe go ba masoie gomme ba sireletse apartheit na? Selo seo ba 
swanetsego go se tseba ke gore mafelelong bathe ba baso ba tla busa. 

Indians and Coloureds are joining the losing side. They must come back 
to the winning side. Mulnutrition. Time of calling them "baas" is over. 
UDF unite us while apartheid divides us. The government is afraid of 
the UDF. 

Greetings from FEDSAW. When I see my sisters dancing it pained me. 

And through the UDF and other national movements which cannot be '\ 
mentioned loosely, we vow to stand up and fight side by side until our 
freedom is won. Areas in our region stand up and rededicate themselves 
to the noble course of freedom under the umbrella of the United Demo
cratic Front. 

AMANDLA! 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

Our Dear Comrades 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS STRE 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

We are informed that the Soweto Youth Congress will be holding its 
first annual congress from the 3rd - 5th August 1984, and we wish 
your deltberations all the success it deserves. 

~ Soweto based organisation SOYCO takes jts cue and inherits th~1 . 
militant records of the youth of the past. You march on the foot- ~
steps of the ANC Youth Lea ue of the forties and "f ies: vou ai 
im ue w1 e sp1 ri t of t e you a carried the squatter strug-
glres of the fort1es under the militant leadership of Sofasonke Mpanza. 
As the reactionaries drag Mpanza's name in the mud of conmunity coun
cils the country looks up to you to salvage hlS 1mage. 

Above all, however, you have daunting task of matching the ability 
to organise, the militancy and selfless courage of the '76 Soweto 
youth. Respond to the challenge of the youth in Cradock, Lamontville 
and Parys. 

If you will claim your rightful place in the pages of the country's 
history you must perform as never before. Organise the employed and 
unemployed, drop-outs and illiterate youth. Let our generation's 
words and deeds inspire our people to levels of resistance that must 
crumble Apartheid forever. 

Long Live SOYCO! 

Long Live the Youth of Africa! 

Long Live the United Democratic Front! 

Your~ in the struggle for a free, non-racia·l and democratic S Africa, 
f' 1~11 . I -- -
\~,~~) 

~L~ITY SECRrnftY"" 
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JUNE 16 ... 

"The blood of 
our m11rtyrs 
will water the 
tree of liber
•tlon." 

WE SHALL NOT FORGET! 
JUNE 16, 1976: Students at Soweto high schools gather to demonstrate peacefully 
their rl!jection of Bantu Education. The police reply with bullets. In the following 
monthi the youth and students fight back, with bare hands, slogans and stones. They 
5iid: 

;=-•-:n::x:=::r--""::::&''ft· !'fW'.WO. lffi, I S·M EM!H 46 
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AWAY WITH GUTTER EDUCATION! 
AWAY WITH APARTHEID! 
WE WANT ONE SOUTH AFRICA WHERE THE PEOPLE SHALL 
GOVERN I 

JUNE 16, 1984: The apartheid government is offering our people a "new deal". Col
oured and Indian youth will be forcibly called up into the same army that shot us down 
In 1976 and 1980. 

Through the UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT, the people are saying "NOI" Only 
&ell-outs like Hendrjckse and Marais have said "Ja baas" to the "new deal". 

LET US UNITE, STUDENTS AND WORKERS, TO FIGHT THE 
'NEW DEAL'! 
UNITE UNDER THE BANNER OF THE UDFI LET US WORK 
FOR A BOYCOTT OF THE AUGUST I:LECTIONSI 

REMEMBERTHEDEADOF 19761 1._ ~--·2-3'/7 if/ 
LET US NOT BETRAY OUR MARTYRS I j CV / ~ 
FORWARD TO A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA! 

MASS MEETING 

sunday, 17 june at 2pm 
westridge civic centre, 

mitchells plain 

NO TO APARTHE1D C'ONSCRIPTION/ 
1111111111111111111UUIIIIHIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1111111111111111111111111111llfr 

J.,uod by UUF Printed by NU:iAS, lJ I Lower Mam Kd., Observatory 
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JUNE 16 ... 

"The blood of 
our m11rtyrs 
will weter the 
tree of liber
•tlon." 

WE SHALL NOT FORGET! 
JUNE 16, 1976: Students at Soweto high schools gather to demonstrate peacefully 
their rejection of Bantu Education. The police reply with bullets. In the 'following 
months the youth and students fight back, with bare hands, slogans and stones. They 

.said: 
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AWAY WITH GUTTER EDUCATION! 
AWAY WITH APARTHEID! 
WE WANT ONE SOUTH AFRICA WliERE THE PEOPLE SHALL 
GOVERN I 

JUNE 16, 1984: The apartheid government is offering our people a "new deal". G01 

oured and Indian youth will be forcibly called up into the same army that shot us down 
In 1976 and 1980. 

Through the UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT, the people are saying "NO'"t Qnl\ 

&ell-outs like Hendrickse and Marais have said "Ja baas" to the "new deal''. 

LET US UNITE, STUDENTS AND WORKERS, TO FIGHT THE 
'NEW DEAL'! 
UNITE UNDER THE BANNER OF THE UDFI LET US WORK 
FOR A BOYCOTT OF THE AUGUST ELECTIONS! 
REMEMBER THE DEAD OF 19761 
LET US NOT BETRAY OUR MARTYRS! 
FORWAAD TO A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA! 

MASS MEETING 

sunday, 17 june at 2pm 

westridge civic centre, 
mitchells plain 

NO TO APARTHEID CONSCRIPTION! 

IIIIIIIJIHIJIIIIIIIJIIIIHHIIIIIJJIIIIIIIJJIUIIIIIJIIIJIIIIJIIIIIIIJIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIII 

Issued by UDF Printed by NU_SAS, 131 Lower Main Rd., Observatory 
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I ~r,./M 4- I '' 

=;,;,;;;..:...... ____ •• INTERVENTION STRATEGIES· IN BUCK EDUCATION r~~<;~i,''Ei.g· 

::::A:::n:N p:r::G:G 0::::~ political and econonUc st~~2Y~i.'h~'.·S: .. 
ity, educat~on in any society takes place in a dynamic context. 
During the periods of political and economic upheaval, this 

dynamic element in the educational process is enhanced. At 
times like these,t€?uism that no government or ruling class 

A 

can dominate or control the educational process absolute~y be
comes manifest. EVen in the most rigidly controlled system of 
educational provision, the very nature of the ed~ational pro
cess gives rise to spaces or gaps in the structure of control~ 
openings that can be exploited consciously or filled,intuitively 
by those forces that are critical of or opposed to the powers 
that be. The conventional view of a state system that is con
tolled and manipulated from above does not take cogniscance of 
the fact that even when there is no overt challenge to the sys
tem, educational ~olicies are influenced bv wh~t the "consumers" . - -
of education are prepared to buy. Even though "consumer's 
sovereignty" is as much of a myth in this sphere o~ life as it 
is in the mundane commercial arena, the educands and their par
ents ~ directly and indirectly have the power to influence, 
within limits, the product which they are expected to consume. 

EDUCATION FOR LIBERATION 

In the Republic of South Af~ica, since the students' uprising 
of June 1976, education for liberation has become the watchword 
of the new generations of high-school and university students. 
These students reject the existing educational structures and 
the values on which they rest. To meet their needs and aspira
tions new curricula and new methodologies have become pressingly 
essential. Inevitably, the whole spectrum of education-providing 
inatLt~tions has been affected by the currents that were set up 
by this whirlwind. More than at any other period in our history, 

black people have become aware of the political importance of 

education. This is partly also the result of the deep-going 

economic changes that were ushered in through the boom years of 

the mid-late 1960's. 
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Rapid industrialisation and strategically conceived import
subsitution as well as the upsurge in the demand for base and 
precious metals in the 1970's gave rise to bottlenecks in the 
area of skilled-and semi-skilled (i.e., schooled) labour. The 
resultant shortages could not be met in the short-term by the 
importation of skilled labour from Europe, North America or 
Australasia nor by the wholesale mechanisation of labour pro
cesses. The rulers were consequently compelled to change the 
patterns of policy in the educational sphere and in other re
lated spheres such as that of labour apprenticeships and trade 
unionism. More provision for secondary, tertiary as well as 
vocational and technical education for blacks had to be made. 

Adult education and literacy training became urgent priorities. 
The decades-long deprivation of tribalised Bantu education, which 
had had within the gener-al strategy of the National Party its 

.II . 
grotesque rationale, now had to be reversed suddenly. Because 
of the ingrained bureaucratic attitudes that refused even to 
consider blacks to be educable in any modern sense, a zig-zag, 
half-hearted policy of educational "reform" was se~ in motion, a 
policy that led directly to the uprising of 1976 because it was 
not sufficiently deep-going. 

The "revolution of rising expectations"which has been engulfing 

the ex-colonial countries of the world has also taken hold of 
the young generation of post-1960 blacks. They are no longer 
prepared to be passive recipients of the largesse of "the white 
man". A general consciousness of what has to be done has spread 
through all layers of society, even in the rural areas (one of 
the unintended consequences of the migratory and contract labour 

systems!) Young people, therefore, seek to be empowered, to 
understand not merely how to co9e with the situation that con
fronts them in apartheid South Africa but also how to change the 
situatioh. Any seriously intended intervention in the education
al arena, which is not linked with the South African government, 
has·, therefore, to have as its 1:-sic goal the emoowerment of 

black people to change the socio-oolitical and economic context 

in which they are trapped at present. In this fundamental sense, 

one has to consider whether any given project will contribute to 
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the process of education for liberation. 

Of course, one has to bear in mind that ANY educational project 
irrespective of its provenance inevitably contains a large 
status quo element. On the other hand, involvement in mere 
schooling for certification amounts to voluntary collaboration 
with the existing system. Indeed, it means more than this since 
it relieves the government of its national responsibilrty to pro
vide such schooling. Intervention, therefore, has to be preceded 
by a careful weighing up of the probable overall effects of any 
given project. l'lhile it may be difficult and soma.times even, im
possible to determine the backward and forward linkages of a p~o
ject with any degree of accuracy, it is necessary to apply a com
bination of theoretical-strategic ccnsiderations and the prac
tical experience of organisations whose judgment may be deemed 
to be reliable. 

IMPACT 

Intervention in the educational arena is predicated upon an esti

mate of the probable impact of such intervention. tmpact, on 
the other hand, can only be measured within a shorter or longer 
term. One of the main shortcomin~s of educational intervention 
in a country such as South Africa is the una~oidably short-term 
character of most thinking on the subject. This is determined by 
both financial and administrative considerations as few institu
tions are prepared to commit themselves for a very long period. 

Besides the question of the investment period, the more impor
tant question is that of the impact period, i.e., the term within 
which the goals of a particular project can be expected to be at
tained. Since the South African state and private industry are 
fully committed to invest in the immediate status-guo needs of 
the economy (education for employment), it is clear that inter
vention should in general be geared to the longer-term prospects 
of South African society Preference should be given to those 
projec.ts that are intended to equip people for life in an anti

racist, non-sexist, democratic South Africa. In this respect, 

it is vital that account be taken of the programmes and visions 

of the different anti-apartheid and liberation movements since 
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these organisations' ideas prefigure the kind of country in which 
we shall be living. It is equally vital that no one organisa

tion be treated as though it is inevitably going to rule the 
country. Such an approach would be extremely divisive and against 
the best interests of the oppressed people of this country. 

But whereas the consideration of the programmes and practices of 
these organisations can serve as a guide to the type of project 
that should be supported, the more soecific projects should be - ~ 

decided upon with the help of trained, and politically conscious, 
progressive educationists. This will prevent su9port being given 
to hare-brained schemes dreamt up by utopian enthusiasts. Such 
schemes, like Job's man that is of woman born, are full of 

troubles and have a short life! It will not always be easy to 
decide on the best vehicles that can be utilised £or long-term 
intervention. This is usually a question of contact and knowledge 
of the subtle nuances inherent in a complex situation. 

EXAMPLES AND PRIORITIES 

Certain areas are, from the point of view of a ~uture democratic 
andanti-racistSouth Africa self-evidently important. A few com
ments on the four vital issues of English speech, mathematical/ 
science education, rural education and labour education seem to 
be appropriate here. Parenthetically, attention should be drawn 
to the fact that, according to the Minister of National Education, 
the two vital areas are adult literacy and pre-school education. 

From the point of view of education for employment, this is com

pletely logical. However, areas such as literacy, pre-school edu

cation and teacher upgrading, altuough they lend themselves emin

ently to status quo oriented programmes, can be equally effectively 

used in an education strategy oriented towards liberation. 
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NATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROJECT (NELP) 

This is undoubtedly the most urgent project. Politically, it is 
essential because of the £act that only a lingua franca or a link
ing language can in the long run guarantee the unity of the nation 
of South Africa. The nation-building aspect of this project is 
its most fundamental feature. Because of the National Party 90Vern
ments's sectarian insistence on treating English and Afrikaans as 

co-equal "official" languages, state resistance will be forth
coming. However; since such a project is necessarily community

based and national (involving churches, youth groups, teachers' 

organisations, students' organisations, trade unions, civic 
bodies, creches, etc, etc.) it will be impossible for any gove~n
ment to stop it. 

This language movement w.ill become simultaneously a cultural move

ment since it is clear that different cultura~ elements will be 

or can be conveyed to all sections of the population through the 
same language med-ium. The NELP will also constitute a guarantee 
that South Africa will not be isolated from the rest of the world. 
The climate for such a movemenb is perfect and will remain so for 
many years to come. 

The immediate economic advantages of the NELP are self-evident. 
However, it is precisely in this regard that caution is essential. 
There is a large number of organisations with antiseptic •English 
language" programmes the sole aim of which is to slot in their 
students more effectively into the apartheid machinery. 

l1ATHEMATICAL/SCIENCE .EDUCATION 

In South Africa, it is almost taken for granted that mathematics 
and science are the preserves of people classified "white". This 

is the natural consequence of decades;of deliberate politically 

inspired neglect of scientific education for black people. Eco

nomic necessity now compels government and industry to train more 

black people in these disciplines. Of course, the process of 

training is hampered by the lack of a scientific culture in black 

areas (shanty townships and eroded rural areas mainly) , a phenomenon 

that has nothing at all to do with the so-called unscientific tribal 
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consciousness of black people but everything to do with age-old 

education strategies that prepared whites for the dominant posi
tions and blacks for subordinate positions. Before the mid
'sixties black people, in Dr Verwoerd's notorious words, had no 
place in "white society" above the level of "certain forms of 
labour". Now that level has been raised by history through the 

rapid industrialisation of the country. 

Science education can and does produce morons. Hence, it is 

essential that science projects be infused with a 90litical
cultural dimension that will help to locate the training in a 

dynamic context. Otherwise, indeed, this training will simply 
help to produce that much-debated black middle class that is 
supposed to help to entrench apartheid and white domination through 
the political neutralisation and apathy of the class. In this area 
there is much room for creative prefect designing and very little 
danger of negative state reaction. 

RURAL EDUCATION 

The increasing impoverishment of the black people in rural areas 
(Bantustans, resettlement villages and most white farms) is a 

feature of government strategy. 

The present so-called new dispensation is predicated upon the in

creasing urbanisation and sophistication of those people classi
fied "Coloured" and "Indian" as well as a section of those classi

fied "Black". These groups are to be allowed a share in the eco
nomic and political rewards of apartheid and white supremacy. The 

rest of the population, a large majority, will be condemned to 

eke out a miserable existence in the rural areas, acting as a pool 
of cheap migrant or contract labour. These are the new helots of 
South Africa. 

It is to the plight of these layers of our ~eople that rural edu

cation projects ·have to ·be directed. The state and industry have 

no interest at all in concentrating on this area. Indeed, it 

can be assumed that the state is hostile to any effective pro

gramme of rural education. For this reason, therefore, much 
thought has to be given to the kind of programmes that will be 
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allowed to survive and yet have sufficient immediate and long
; -:xo"' ...:9 ... 

term effectiveness so as to make them worthwhile. 
= . ..J ~0 ~! ..... 

LABOUR EDUCATION 

The growth of trade unions among black workers accom?anies the 
development of industry like a shadow that cannot be shaken off. 

The government would undoubtedly wish to co-opt these unions. It 

is in the interests of the unions and of the workers that this 

should not be allowed to happen. 

Labour education programmes, besides questions of literacy and 

certification, are directed towards 
(i) helping workers to understand the economy and their place 

in it and thereby underpinning democratic attitudes and ideas, 

and 
(ii) helping workers to understand their union and thereby pre

venting bureaucratisation and corruption. 

CONCLUSION 

In a recent World University Service report on South Africa, 
David Stephen writes as follows about WUS policy on education 
in South Africa: 

"It is to provide education for self-respect and self
awareness: "counter-education" - education which has 
a totally different object from the official provi
sion - can enable people both to come to terms with 
their environment and, most importantly, to grasp 
the fact that change is possible. It is also a foun
dation for the future - and it is important that ~hose 
involved should see it is a base f6r further develop
ment when change occurs." 
(David Stephen, "The White Fortress and the Black 
Majority: Supporting Mobilisation for Change in 
South Africa", p. 17). 

Once clarity has been gained on these fundamentals, the question of 
most suitable and legit~ate vehicles poses itself. The decision 

- 8 -

concerning the best vehicles 
only be made on the basis of 

for intervention is one that can 

careful consultation with education
individuals of known credibility and commit

of an anti-racist, democratic and undivided 

al organisations and 
ment to the ideal 
South Africa. 
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JOINT 
UNION 

EDUCATION 
PROJECT 

~a~ i3, (HtST£~ h~USE 
132 JEPPE STR., JH8. 
POSTAL ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 6914, 
JHB. • 2000. // 

THE UNION IS THE SPEAR OF THE WORKERS 

~ ~{tB~V 
Dear Comrades, 

The Education Project has now had an office for just over one month.It is time to 

get together and discuss the direction of the Project. 

In the past many discussions were held about setting up the project.Now that it has 

an office etc-its time to work out how it is going to function. 

I want to invite all the unions involved in the project -who are in the area-

to come to a meeting on TUESDAY 16th AUGUST at 2pm.The meeting will be held in 

the offices of the project. 

The meeting will discuss; (a)What kind of structure needs to be set up to control 

the project. 

{b)Ideas about what the project should be doing in the. 

future. 

(c)Any other issues. 

The project does not have a phone yet-we should have one in about 2 weeks. 

Please try and send one or two people to the meeting. -· . 
Yours, t, 

~,....n_n~ 

(Mike Roussos) 
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JOINT 
UNION 

EDUCATION 
PROJECT 

GAWU 
SAAWU 
MGWUSA 
NFW/NISMAWU 
MACWUSA/GWUSA 
OVGWU 

THE UNION IS THE SPEAR OF THE WOR~ERS 

. $..f1.f)·.~:~ ... . C r ~-~.) 
'3£! I i.J.nc..n: Tt-1~7'1 {SL, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ) 

• >"-' P. -~~ "!' .~~YY: ?r~, 
PTA .................. 

r(1ear Comrades, 

ROOM 13, CHESTER HOUSE 
132 JEPPE STR., JHB. 
POSTAL ADDRESS: 
P.O. BOX 6914, 
jHB., 2000. 
TEL: 

A few weeks ago we sent you a letter describing the educational course we 

had run so far. We also sent you a copy of the handout we produced for the 

course. We asked for comments on the handout - ideas for other handouts etc. 

I have included with this letter, the comments we received from NISMAWU. 
What do you think of the suggestions they make? So far we have not received 
any response from any other union. We hope to receive these soon, 

We want to inform you that we have now established an office for the educat

ional project. It is actually two offices - one £or the storage of materials 
photocopy machine, files etc. and the other as a meeting room that can hold 

about 20-30 people. The office is in Chester House, Jeppe St. From now on we 
(Hill run courses in these offices. 

The full address is Room 12/13 Chester House: 132 Jeppe Street. 

The offices will be used as a place to run courses as well as a workplace 

to develop new courses and handouts. We will send you regular reports 

(letters) on what is happening. If you have any suggestions/comments on what 

should be done, please send them to us. 

The meeting room is available to be used by any of the unions as a meeting 
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room for small groups of workers. Please contact us in advance to make sure 

that no-one else is using it at the time you t-rant it. 

The photocopy machine is also available to all the unions. We suggest that 

the following procedure be used. The machine has a service contract ~ith the 
manufacturers that costs us 1,6c per page of photocopying, The paper costs 

about 1,4c per page so that means the cost price of photocopying is 3c per 
page. We suggest that the unions use the machine at 3c per page. (Anyone elE 

who uses it, we can charge Sc per page to subsidise the cost of the machine.! 

If any of the unions who might use the machine do'nt like this procedure 
then please let us have your suggestions. 

we have applied for a phone for the office - but this will take 6-8 weeks. 

We will let you know the number when we get the phone. 

Yours in the struggle 

MIKE ROUSSOS & AMOS }!ASONDO 

P.S. We got an artist to design a new cover for the handout we sent you 

(enclosed find a copy).-What do you think of it? Someone suggested 

the slogan "The union is the spear of the workers" to go with it. 
Please send us your comments! 
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'UNIITES OF J. U. E. P. MEETING SELD ON FRIDAY 9th 'SEPTE~r.3ER 1983 

AT J,U.E.P. OFFICES 

UNIONS PRESENT : 

MACWUSA (Pretoria) ; SAAWU (Pretoria); HG~SA (Jhb.); 

GAWU (Jhb); OVG~ (Vaal) 

1. The meeting began with an explanation of the background to the 

setting up of the Project. The main points were: 

a. The idea of some kind of joint education project had 

been discussed for some time before the project was set up. 

b. These discussions had occurred at a National and a Local 

level. 

c. As soon as some money became available, an office 

was set up. 

d. No structures exist at the moment to ensure the guidance 

and control of the project by the unions - these should 

be set up soon. 

e. The direction of the project is totally open - it depends 

on the ideas I suggestions of the unions. (Even the name 

was chosen on a temporary basis 

meet to decide on a name.) 

until the unions could 

2. The meeting then started discussing structure. 

There was some confusion because the original discussion had 

taken place on a national~is, but this meeting was a 

regional meeting. It was decided that because the project was 

functioning only in this region for the moment, that we should 

make some suggestions about a regional structure and refer them 

to a national meeting. 

We felt that the structure must ensure that the unions had 

control of the project. The project· is an internal union 

project - not an outside organisation. In order to do this, 

we suggested that a joint committee be formed. This committee 

would have one or two representatives from each union in the 

area (from amongst the unions involved in the project.) The 

committee would meet once a month and it would be the decision 

making body for the project in this area. 
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2. 

We also felt that the people who worked on the educational 

project must keep in touch with what is going on in the uni9ns. 

If possible, they should do some union work as well as doing 

educational work. The one e.ducator, Amos Hasondo, is doing this. 

He organises for GAWU as well as doing educational work. 

Although he may have to spe~d more time on educational work 

in the future, it was felt that he should keep on doing some 

union work (outside of education) . 
• 

Mike's postion was also discussed. People felt that although 
A 

he will have to spend most of his time doing educational work 

(as he is the only full time person at the moment) - he should 

also do some union work as well. (This will have to be sorted 

out with one of the unions.) 

3. We then went on to discuss how to take this up on a national 

level. People suggested that a national meeting be held on the 

Sunday evening of the 9th of October - af·ter the feasibility commi ttC_ 

meeting is over. It was decided to suggest a meeting at Sp.m. on that 

Sunday (9/10/83) (This was to be taken by the people at the meeting

to their National executives-to suggest the above meeting.) 

4. We decided that the next meeting should be after this ~National level 

meeting. We set the date for Tuesday 1st November - at lOa.m. 

This meant that everyone would know in advance when the meeting was. 

and could plan ahead for it. 

5. Mike reported that he-had negotiated with SACRED to run a course 

for us on Office Administration. The course lasts for four-(4) 

days. We decided to have the course during the week ~ Monday to 

Thursday - the 17th to the 20th October. Each of our unions should 

send at least one person. The people attending must be prepared to be 

there full-time from Sa.m. to 5p.m~ every day from Monda y to 

Thursday of that week. The unions must please let Mike know, ~ 

soon as possible who is coming. The unions must also pay a deposit 

of R3.00 per person attending the course. The course itself won•t 

cost the unions anything. 

Please note: The people attending the next meeting must come prepared to· 

discuss 'the education needs of their unions. They should 

also be prepared to state the union's response to the work 

done by the project socfar - courses I the handout etc. 
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IN Flal: ..••••• l!/06 NISMAWU National Iron, Staal, Metal end AIDed Workera Unlonl 
r..-w: ............. . _ ....... 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WORKERS 

~- ..... Y..-t •.. Ol!pt.ant 
••............ (OJ51 ).61007 

~oint Union Education Project 
P 0 Box 6914 
JOHANt.ESEURG 2ooo---------

22nd JWle 198) 

Comrades 

CG.'If/.ENTS: EDUCATIOl\ PROGRAI4: 21st MAT 198): 

!.:.!!!!!QQ!IT 

o/OE..,.wlniGango 
P.O.Io• II 
~ .. lnl 

)887 

Tha llllndot:t covers a lot or groWld work useful to both organised 
and WIWlionised workers. Perhap~ we can try and explain in some 
detail the importance (to workers) or closer co-operation between 
workers of different factories ln one and the same area/region. 

We must ~MI=hasise the fact that as soon as workero have successful!)• 
organised themselves in any one factory, then they must ensure 
that other workers from factories in the area are also unionised. 
One of the ways to ensure this t10uld be for the Shop Steward 
Co~ittee of the already organised factory to jointly organise the 
unorganised factories in consultation with their local Organiser. 

This direct worker participation in organising fellow workers 
will surely boost the morale amung the unorganised workers; and 
will go a lor.g way in allaying fears that workers might have to 
join the Unions. Furtheroore, the impo1·tance of organised labour 
in any one area must "te emphasised. For instance, if the whole 
industrial area in any town were to be organised, then workers 
would be able to demand things such as minimum wage for that 
particular area/region; and should it be ne:essary to resort to 

·t.a·ike action , 
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Our ... ,: ••••••••••••••. 

y_ ... ,: ............. . 
NISMAWU National Iron, Staal, Mataland Alllad Workers Unlonl 

Enqullleo: ................. . 

To1 .... T ................. . 

•fflll•t•d lO. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF WORKI:RS 

Fage 2 

C/o blllhaw;N Gtflgl 
P.O. Boa 68 
bikhawlnl 

strike action, than probably all factories in that area would 
virtually come to a standstill; thus increasing the possibility 
of vic~ory for the workers. 

a~_fY!Yfi! __ tl!~~QY!§r 
In future handouts, ·CC.r.sideration should be given to the ff:
(a) Outline of history of "e.!!rly" Trade Unions in South Africa -
what difficulties they met, defea~s they suffered and reasons 
thereof as well as successes and ~chievements of those earlier 
worker organisations; 
(b) Some historical facts of worker participation in the broader 
~olitical .struggles in South Africa; 
(c) Present Labour Legislation in South Africa; \rl.th Sf'eclal 
reference to Unemployment Insuran~e Act, Workmens Compensation 
Act, Basic Conditions of Employment Act as well as any other 
related Acts. In short, workers must know their basic rights. 
(d) We should also have a Handout on generally accepted principles 
of day to day Union Administration. 

All in all, the program is vary good; and the first group of our 
Shop Stewards will be given the program on Wednesday the 29th 
June and the second group on Sunday the Jrd July l98J. 

Tour\~ i:r:.-i-ty __ _ 

------BSEEe~l!T~T~~ 
~~ T Oliphant 
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ll rr ~ 3 '' COSAS tfol A J6:s 
NATIONAL NEWSLETTER QUARTERLY 

~~~4-~ AUDRESS: .3hare Street Mowbray noo 
P.O. Box G1'875 Mashalltown JHB 2107. 

:iune/ iuly.1984 

solidaritY with student's 
struggle·s 
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cosas National 
Commttee 

Back row: Jabu Khumalo (secretary), Shepherd Mati (full-time organiser), 
Tlhabane Mogoshona (full-time organi:;er), Kenny Fihla ( national organisi'!r). 
Seated: Allen Paulse (resource officer), White Mohapi (admistrative secretary),. 
LuJu Johnson (president), Potose Lesoro (treasurer), Lola Mkonto (publicity sec) • 

• PUZZLE 
CONTENTS 

Page 2: The current news 

Page l: Puzzle Questions in Page 1 

Page 4r International News. 

Page 9t Letters Section. 

AQO~ . 
1. A proceu of taking decision by the m~ority of students m 
their iDtczest. 
3. Every school should have a body elected by the students 
representing their interests called ..•• . 
S. Gutter education serves the •...... of the ruling clau . 
8. Name the front spearheading the million signature campmgn 
111ainst the new aparthead conatitution . . 
9. A common name given to those who own factones, mmes. 
11. We give these to our leaders to act on our behalf according 
to their wishes. 
13. A specific measure used to attain deilDite goals. 

Page 9; Quiz, answers on page 12. 

Page lOa Women's Participation for 

Page 11: What about Careers. 

Victory. IS. A conglomerate of power. . . 
17 A separate education department which was mtroduced 
30. years ago by Dr Verwoerd which fulfils the interests of the 
Nationalist government. 

Page 12: Quiz and Puzzle answers. 

Page ll: Culture: We are focussing on 
culture people can send their 
contributions to Casas. 
Any contribution will be accepted 
for the nexct issue. 

page 14: The Sport Struggle. 

19. The practice of taking political action without any thought 
out plan. 

DOWN ~-• 
2. The sense shared with a select of being superior, or ape....._ 
4. A national school student organisation ""i.th a current theme, 
'United Action for Democratic Education'. . , . 
6. The most advanced class of the exploited iD caPitalist 10c:1ety 
8. . ..... , we stand. Divided we fall . 
10. An action taken by workers to demonstrate their solidanty 
and to improve working conditions, for higher wages etc. 
12. ANother word for 'power to the people'. 
14. Seems lie prison but without any choice. 
15. How long ahall police .•..• innocent peop~e for pues. 
18. This needs commitment and understanding. 
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CURRENT NEWS 
INTRODUCTION 

As-in we are witnessing mass actions 
in our schoa!s. What is important for us 
i1 to try to grasp what is happening in a 
GOrrect penpective. 

COSAS has correctly predictad, early 
thil yeer, that 1984 is going to be a year 
in which t1w events of '76and 'SO win 
loQ« Hke a Sunday pic:'lic. Th1s wes not 
done IS en attempt to "instigate" stud
ents 11 it is always alleged, but this pos.. 
itiOn wu retched after the assessment of 
t1w situetion in our schools, and after 
118ing the pressure building up among 
students. 

Last year, IS early IS February 21, we 
wttneaad a boycott at IBhongo Sec· 
ondery Senior school in Soweto. This 
apread to other schools in a sporadic 
"'-'ner. 

We .. .., Mountview students in Cape 
Town coming out in solidarity with ex· 
palled fellow students. The slogan 
"Student Worker" alliance wes put into 
p~• when we saw Mdantsane students 
In t1w Clskei supporting their working 
parents in a bus boycott. 

On the other hand we saw the state 
penetrating into our schools in many 
wave. The first attempt WIS through 
legist.tion. The Ouou Bill wes erwctad 
I'Mking it difficult for students to study 
where they wanted to, in so doing closing 
the "Doon of Learning and Culture". We 
sew the preparation of the the implemen· 
tation of age limit this year. The SAOF 
WIS tirelessly trying to win the hearts and 
rnindl of students by offering a range of 
IGtivlties such es camps and picnics. 
We elso witnessed a major development 
when private companies, the same comp
eniea who auck the blood of our working 
pentnts, suddenly becomitlg interested in 
educ.tion. This they did by offering 
extra clauN, sponsoring sports activities 
end auch like. 

The brutality of the Stlte wes again 
expGMCI in spite of its talk about change 
aad reform. The intimidation of COSAS 
~ivilts and memben WIS seen. The 
cold blooded slaughtering of school kids 
In Mdentsane, Ciskei, the murdering of 
fi¥e atudents in Ngoyi bear the testimony 
W ~ by the ruHng clasa of the 
poUtntill of student struggle if viewed in 
a GOri'Kt penpective , of linking them 
with the broider struggle. 

The 50.04 percent failure rate in 
"African " schools capped it all. More 
then 30 000 students failed matric last 
year. What is ,Uiteresting about this, is 
that this is happening in a period when 
both the steta and the bosses •e show
~ng our schools with text books, extra 
claaes, new school buildings, "well 
quelified" soldiers to teach us etc. 

WHAT THIS SHOWS IS WHAT 
COSAS HAS BEEN PREACHING: 
the inextricable link between ec:luc.tlon 
and society. The crisis in education is the 
nMRifeshltion of the broader political, 
cocial and economic crisis which il 
gripping South Africa. Cosmetic changes 
will not detar our struggle for an aduc
etion which is not for exploitation and 
oppnt•lon. 

Boycott erupts again at Jbhangca. 
Students in Pretoria decide in a 
m111 meeting to go bldt. 8~ 
Tutu intarvenea. 
5 000 Port Eiiz1beth IChools 
boycott in sympathy with .stud
ents who are not being ldmlttad 
becaLM of overcrowding. An ad 
hoe crisis in ~caticn eofi"tffio< 

ittee is formed u a COSAS in
itiative involving youth, civic, • 
womens' organisations and~ 
unions. 

1984 ·ANOTHER YEAR OF ASH 
YEAR OF FIRE17 • 

WHAT IS HAPPENING? 
~ 

FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE 
YEAR WE SAW THE FOLLOW
ING EVENTS 

Uitanhage Secondary Senior 
students boycott against an un
popular principal. 
PE students go back after I!Cco
odation for 90 students II found. 
lsigonelo Esihle High students In 
Duduza, Nigel boycott. 

January 

Saulsville Secondary Senior 
students boycotted claues in sol· 
idarity 90 expelled pupils. 
Hofmeyer High boycotted cles 
demanding 1n SRC, rainsu• 
ment of 50 students who were 
not accepted becaLM of aga 
limit. and end to corporal pun
ishment. 

Feb 

Saullridge and DH PIUI High 
schools joined the boycott. 
Situation back to "normal". 
Students go back to school. 
Students from lbhongo High in 
Soweto boycotted ciiiSis in sol· 
idarity with 52 expelled. 
Hofmevr, Saulridge and Saul
ville, 2600 students boycott 
against severe corporal punish
ment.. 
The• schools ar closed, Fell 7. 
In Cradock 1 total tchool bov· 
cott by high and primery stud
ents goes into full swing aftar 
a week, Students protest 
against tt1e "ansferenc:e- of a 
Principii, Mr Goniwe.__!!!__!X· 
RObbeillsland prisoner, also th1 
Chairpenon of the Cradock Res
idents Association (Cr.adora). 
Students from the three closed 
schools march to other high 
schools. Police br•k up the 
demonstretion. 
EMMA SATHEKGE (151 of OH 
Peta was killed. Students claim 
she w• nkocked down by 1 
police vehicle whilst police were 
breaking up a march. Her fun
eral was attended by more than 
10 000 pupils. 
Minewa High students boycott 
demanding an SRC. Sexual har· 
assment of women students. 

A boycott at Or WF Nkomo 
erupU again. 
p_., atudents boyco~ted. 
At Atterldgeville 8 000 pupiil 
were shut out of ac:hools "'til 
the end of the year. Students 
in Cradock are aleo on the ~treet 
following a boycott of prlnwy 
and high school. 

STUDENT DEMANDS 
In spite of the fact that the abcwe 

studen~ struggle -.ms to be sporadic. 
some Important demands •e begiMing 
to emerge. 

through concrete action, not in wori
~· conferences, aympoaiunw, II. sub
scribing to the demands in the Edul:.tion 
Ch1rter, they are actiwly openi, the 
doors of culture and teaming. 

WE DEJWAND INDEPENDENT 
SAC'S his demand for students in
dicatlls their low for democ:racv. They 
•• demanding 1 say in the running of 
their liws. They are striving for orgens 
with which tc voice their aspiratiens and 
an end to the prefect system and its re
placement with democratically elected 
SRC'a. 
AWAY WITH AGE -RESTRIC· 
TION; the Department of Education and 
Training (OETI, tries to depriw thous
andl of students their right to education 
by using this type of regulation legislation 
It school. We know why soma ol us •• 
still 20 and are doing atandard 8 fSub A • 
age 101. We are sometimes forced to go 
and work to help our starving families 
and come bad< later. We fail because of 
the social background of powrty. Some 
of us haw lost ICidemic year~ in "76 and 
'SO, For that matter ,..,. were alowed to 
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aurt ~ng at the age of 7. The sit· \\f44T CAN BE LEARNED FROM 
uation of 1MI'crowding is therefore not THESE STRUGGLES?? 
ofoumtklnf. 
DOWN WITH CORPORAL PUN- 1. UNITY IN ACTION: 
ISHMENT WHICH ENSURES SUB· The m• ection that the students ~re.em
MIISIVENESS: BIICI ... of the mess barking on indicates en ewareneu in 
the DET findl half in, in terms of the students thet It is through unity that we 
aploalw sltultion c:au.d by high t•lure C8l'l begin to change the conditions under 
rate, there hal blan increue in the .,. of which we live. 
the rod; tM s;.mbok to "discipline" the 
studM11. Allin • ~oudly proclaim that 2) STUDENT WORKER ALLIA
the fellure rate il a manifestetion of NCE: The steps taken by students and 
~talilt criiiL We are not prepered COSAS in particular in Port ~Iizabeth, 
~ •• the blame. ia an exemple of the recognition of the 

WHEN I HAVEN'T DONE MY· lines enshrined in the COSAS preamble: 
HOMEWORK, PUNISH ME, DO "We recognise that we are members of 
NOT AIK FOR A KISS". DOWN our society before we are students." For 
WITH SEXUAL HARRASMENT students to form a front with Youth 
The conditions for female students is Women, Civic organisations and trade 
WOIII btc:awe of the motherly role they unions is neCIISIII"y for the success of our 
InUit play at an arly age, in the place of struggles. We must always ensiJ'e the 
the modw, who Is forced to work "sleep support of our perents. We must not 
·in". 1'hUI their performancein school is bulldoze and bully them around. We 
in most-. poor. This is further ex- must ensure that they understand. The 
ploi18d by ttiChers. To 1hele teachers misunderstanding between parents and 
M a ty; do not chamel your middle students must be seen a being to the 
ca.. frultrltion Into us. lftltllld join us riment of our sturggle. Pretoria is the 
and marctt forwlrd to 1 democratic most recant example of this. 

tducltion which Is not for aploitation -....-. 
Theet .. tome of the dernandl of 

....._ countrywide. The important 
thing about them Is that students are 

3. AN INJURY TO ONE IS AN 
INJURY TO ALLI 
The 10lld~ritv ICtion taken by students 
again shows their committment to a new 
system of education which will aim not at 

individu.lilm, but at collec:tM .c:tion. 
It is through collective ection thlt • .. 
able to advance our struggle. 

DEMOCRATIC ORGANIIATI-
ATION. 
We must always ensure that our methodl 
of organisation .,. democ:ntlc. We 
must recognise 1hlt the lfttl of poltticll 
IWif"*' Is untWft. We ......... 

that there .,. ......... -- I'IPQrt 
backs and mandated •itgltion. T .. • 
must n- even whM we fonll .w.
with other organisttionl. We ,.. 1101 
allow unmandatlld people to dtputia Oft 
wr blthall. Our suuggie clependa .. the 
i'tllltti not on their c:haris~Mdc ...._.. 
ality. 

IT IS BY CONSTANTLY ASSESSING 
OUR ACTIONS THAT WE CAN 
iMSURE A SUCCESSFULL MARCH TO 
A DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF EDUC
ATION IN SOUTH AFRICA THAT 
WILL SURELY IE FREE OF EX
PLOITATION AND OPPRESSION! 
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International news 
"·APPEAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

PREPARATORY COMMmEE OF THE 
12TH WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH 
AND STUDENTS {MOSCOW 1985) 
We, the participants in the first meeting of 
the International Preparatory Committee 
of the 12th World Festival of Youth and 
Students, welcome the initiative of the 
Leninist Kcmsomol to host the festival in 
Moscow in the summer of 1985. We de
cided to convene it under the slogan, "For 
Anti-imperiahst Solidarity, Peace and 
Friendslup". 

We call on the youth and students of the 
world to join us in the preparations for the 
12th festival, in the spirit of the successful 
11th festival in Havana and the fine tradit
ions of the Festival movement. 

Today, when mankind stands closer than 
ever before to the brink of a thermo
nuclear holocaust, due to the policy of the 
reactionary and militaristic forces, youth 
and students of the world resolutely dem
and an end to the unprecedented arms 
race. They demand an end to the deploy
ment of nuclear missilies on the European 
continent and in other parts of the world. 
They stand for the non-use, prohibition 
and total liquidation of nuclear arms, 
againat the development of new barbarous 
weapons of mass destruction, and for gene
ral and complete disarmament. The young
er generation is determined to stop the 
absurdity of wasting in the arms race those 
matenal and intellectual resources that are 
ao desperately needed to solve the global 
problems of mankind, such as hunger, 
poverty and illiteracy. 

The World Festival will be held in the year 
of the 40th anniversary of victory over 
fascism. It will take place in the country 
whose people made an outstanding contri
bution to the defeat of Hitlerite fascism 
and Japanese militarism. We pledge our
selves to learn the lesson of the war and to 
eDSUre that the sacrifices made by millions 
of anti-fascists in different countries to 
achieve that victory, were not in vain. We 
commit ourselves to do everything to stup 
the forces of militarism and aggression, to 
prevent the outbreak of a new war. 

The younger generation is opposed to the 
pohcy of aggression and violence, colonial
ism, ne~colonialism, racism .• ascism, Zion
iam and apartheid, and to all forms of opp
ression, dontination and exploitation. The 
12th World Festival will be a powerful 
manifestation of ann-imperialist solidarity 
with the just struggle waged by the 
youth and students of Central and Latin 
America, the Caribbean, Asia, Africa and 
the Meditarranean and Middle East, for the 
causes of peace, freedom, national Iibera-

tion, independence, sovereignty, and social 
progress. The Festival will also constitute 
an important opportunity to discusa the 
involvement of youth and students in the 
solution of problems of development and 
of the establishment of a new international 
economic order. 

We are confident th!.t the 12th festival will 
demonstrate the commitment of youth and 
students to the letter and spirit of the Final 
Act of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the enth annivers
ary of which will be marked in 1985. 

The preparation and holding of the Festival 
will make an important contribution to the 
realization of the goals of the International 
Youth Year proclaimed by the United 
Nations, such as the promotion of political 
and socio-economic rights of the YOUDier 
generation, including the rights to worlc 
and acceu to education, medical caro:, 
culture, sportl and arts. 

We call upon tbe youth and students of all 
countriea, and upon youth, student, child
ren's, political, religious, trade union and 
cultural organisations in all continents to 
start active preparations for the 12th World 
Festival, to set up representative national 
preparatory committees, and to undertake 
preparations for the establishment of an 
mternational solidarity fund of th= 
Festival. 

We are convinced that the Soviet young 
people, who have been playing an active 
role in the life of their country, as wen as 
in the international youth and student 
movement and cooperation, will do ever/· 
thing to successfully host the 12th festival. 

On behalf of national, regional and inter
national youth and student organisations 
from vanous countries of the world, we 
appeal to all those who share the noble 
1deals of the Festival movement, to do 
their utmost to tum the 12th Festival into 
a demonstration of our determination to 
striVe for mutual understanding and coop
eration, to promote joint actions for the 
sake of a peaceful and better future of the 
younger generation. 

Long live the 12th World Festival of Youth 
and Students "For Anti-Imperialist solida
rity, Peace and Friendship"!!!!! 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE IS'" 
SESSION OF THE IPC FOR THE 12TH 
WORLD FESTIVAL OF YOUTH AND 
STUDENTS, HAVANA, FEBRUARY 9 
11, 1984 

COUNTRY ORGANISATION 
Algeria National Union of Algenan Youth 
Angola JMPLA - Youth of the Party 
Benin Organisation of Revolutionary 

Youth of Benin 
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Cape Verde "AmiJ.car L:abral· Atncan 
Youth of Cape Verde 

Congo Union of Congolese Socialist 
Youth 

Egypt Umon ot Democratic Egyptian 
·Youth 

Ethiopia Revolutionary Ethiopian Youth 
Auociation 

Guinea Youth of the Democratic African 
Revolution 

Guinea-Bissau 'Amilcar Cabral' African 
Youth 

Madagascar Democratic Committee of 
Youth and Students 
MAR EMA 

Morocco Moroccan Youth for Progress 
and Socialism 

Namibia SWAPO Youth League 
Saharan ADR Union of Sahro~wi Youth of 

the Polisario Front 
Sao Tome and Principe Youth of the 
Movement for the liberation of Sao Tome 
and Principe 
South Africa ANC Youth Section 
Yemen PDR Socialist Union of Y eineni 

Youth 

NATIONAL OBSERVERS 
Ghana Democratic Youth League of 

Ghana 
Tanzani UMOJA WA VUANA 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
World Federation of Democratic Youth 
World Organisation of Young Esperantists 
International Union of Students 
International Committee of Children's and 
Adolescents Movements 
International Federation of Medical Stud
en ta Asaoc;iations 
International Young Christian Workers 
UNESCO Coordinating Committee for 
Internauonal Voluntary Service 
International Union of Socialist Youth 
International Student Research Centre 
International Falken Movement 
International Bureau for Youth Tourism 
and Exchange 
International Voluntary Service for Solid
arity and Friendship of Youth 

INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS 
International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers 
Christian Peace Conference 
UN Centre for Social Development and 
Humanttarian Affairs 
World Peace Council 
Women's International Democratic Feder
ation 
World- Federation of Teachers' Unions 
World Federation of Trade Unions 
World Council of Churches 
International Youth and Student Move
ment for the United Nations 

REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS 
Pan African Youth Movement 
All-Africa Students Union 

.. THE PAN-AFRICAN YOUTH 
FESTIVAL - For Independence, 
Unity and Anti-Imperialist 
Sohdanty. 

In 1983 the Pan-African Youth 
Movement (PAY M) held a ten 
day Youth Festival from the 
22nd ~o the 31 st August in 
Tripoli, capita! of Libya. 
lh1s was a second and most 
representative Pan-African 
Youth· Festival. The first was 
held in i 973 in Tunis. 
Delegates to the Second Pan
African Youth Festival came 
from Algeria, Angola, Benin, 
Cape Verde, Congo, Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Guinea-Bissau, Guinea Conakry, 
Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, 
Maritius, Morroco, Mozambique, 
Namibia (SW APO Youth League), 
SeycheUes, Senega!, South Africa 
(ANC Youth Section), Saharawi 
(Youth of the POLISARIO FRONT), 
Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, 
Uganda, Upper Volta, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe. 
Messages of support and solidarity 
in the common world-wide struggle 
against imperialism, for national 
liberation, peace and social progress 
were pres~nted by representatives of 
the World Federation of Democratic 
Youth (WFDY), the International 
Union of Students (IUS), the OAU, 
the AU-African Students Union (AASU), 
the Youth of the Soviet Union 
(KOMSOMOL), Free German Youth 
(FDJ) of the German Democratic Rep. 
Union of Socialist Youth of Yugoslavia, 
Union of Cuban Youth (UJC), the 
Youth of the Democratic Republic of 
Korea, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Syria. 

The Pan-African Youth Movement is a 
continental organisation of the African 
youth. It has affiliates in many of the 
independent African countries and also 
those that are stiU struggling for national 
liberation and independence. 
The PAYM is commited to a set of 
principles which guide its activities. 
Its aim is to ensure that the youth 
plays an active role in the ongoing 
struggle for the total liberation of 
our continent. 
In order to achieve the above PAY M 
works hard to: 
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I 
1. strengthen and defend African unity 
against imperialism; 
2. dear the way for united action in 
the struggle for total liberation of the 
continent; 
3. implement theOAU programme of 
economic reconstruction; and 
4. join hands .with the world progressive 
forces in fighting for peace, and progress 
on our p.lanet. 

In keeping with its democratic and 
anti-imperialist traditions the Pan-African 
Youth Movement dedicated this Second 
Festival to rallying the youth of Africa 
to make a greater effort in meeting the 
crucial cha11enge facing our continent 
today •. {n terms of this the Festival was 
a greater success. 
The opening ceremony was marked by a 
colouful parade of participants at the 
city stadium, TripoH. Its slogan was 
Independence, Unity and Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity. 

The fesival programme consisted 
of four major issues and participants 
accordingly formed themselves into 
four commissions. 
1 • Econo-nic; 
2. Political; 
3. Culture; and 
4. Interest Groups. 

C. 1/liP/111. 
flLil?INO STUDENTS AND PEOPLE 
UNITE FOR BOYCOTT 

Philippint:s is a country composed 
of ls!ets north of ·lndonesia, south 
of Ja!)'in and east of Vietnam. 
This co•.!ntry was first granted 
its inc:ependence by the United 
States in 1946. Fro:n that time on 
the country has been ruled by 
gan6Sters and men whom the 
United States kept in· power and 
manipulated. 
Sine 1966 Philippines has been 
ru'"'d by one man and his wife, 
Ferdinand Marcos and 'lovely' 
Imelda. 
Marcos won the 1966 elections 
on his reputation as a lover, war 
hero and big sper)der. 
In order to remain p:-esident, Marcos 
imposed martial lav.' just before the 
end of his term of office on 21st 
September 1972. 

Each of the four areas had a number 
of items under which delegates 
presented papers throughout the 
festival period. 
On the last day of the festival 
a soHdarity meeting was held with 
the Libyan people. There were also 
cultural perfomances and sports 
activities in which different 
delegations took part. 

The youth of Africa reflects· ·the 
pains felt by all our generations, 
their hope and determination in 
striving for a brighter future. 
Only in a determined and united 
struggle by the working masses 
in every country and by the · 
continent as a whole in aUiance 
wi!h the world peace and freedom
loving people against imperialism will 
Africa win genuine Hberation - when 
hunger, disease, illiteracy, ignorance, 
apartheid and war will be ablished 
from the face of our continent once 
and for all. 
The struggle of the youth and students 
of South Africa together with the 
working and oppressed masses. for a 
united, nonracial anC! democratic 
South Africa is both our guarantee 
to a better future and a contribution 
to the African Struggle. 

He abolished the legislature, suspended 
habeas-corpus and arrested 30 OOC 
people including the leader of the 
opposition Liberal Party, Senator Aquino. 
Today the people of Philippines, workers, 
and peasants, youth, students, professionals, 
men and women, Hve a Hfe of terror and 
hardships. 
The Marcos regime remains in power, 
assisted by and in order to safeguard the 
interests of U.S. imperialism. 
On May 14 this year the Marcos 
dictatorship ca11ed on a Batasang 
Pambansa (National Legislative Assembly) 
elections. The democratic opposition • 
which has become familiar with detention, 
torture, repression, bannings and general 
harassment, laid down a list -of demands 
as a precondition for participating in 
the eJections. 
Some of these were: 
- general amnesty and release of all 

political prisoners, 
- repeal of amendments in the constitution 

which give the President sole powers to 
make laws without regard to and 
consultation with the National Assembly, 
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- leaalisation of genuine opposition, 
0 • d demilitarisation of elections, an 

equal access to the media. 

The demands were striking at the very 
core of the Marcos regimes repressive 
apparatus and granting them would have 
meant an important step towards the 
dismantling of the social structure of 
institutionalized exp!cit~ticn and autocracy. 

I There fore the regime, with ":1·5· imperialis1 
intersts at heart, refused to listen to the 

1 demands and simply evaded them. 
Subsequently the students of Philippines 
called for a boycott of the May 14th 
elections. 
Representatives of more than 100 student 
alliances student council, and campus 
papers to the Congress of Filipino Youth 
and Students decided last February 26th to 
boycott the elections as part of their 
resolution to fight for 'genuine freedom 
and democracy'. 
The National Chaiman of the League of 
Filipino Students, Elmer Mercado, 
speaking at the closing rally of the 
congress last February said that because 
elections were important to the U.S. and 
Marcos the need to boycott it was very 
significant. . 
The Marcos regime and its Amencan 
patror. was trying to deceive the p~ople 
of Philippine with the Satang electio~s.. . 
National Union of Students of the Ph11lppme 
representative, Leandro Alejadro, den~unced 
the oresent educational system for bemg 
tor being 'backward and irrelevant' 
He clarified that students alone cannot 
change society. They will have to unite 
with tl')e majority of workers and peasants. 
Teachers and parents also expressed their 
support and said they shared the same 
cause with the students. 
Aparent from BaJcolod City said "young 
people unite and fight and draw us into 
struggle" 
The Chairperson of the Alliance of 
Concerned Teachers (ACT), Loretta 
Ann Rdsleas, related how teachers are 
amongst the lowest paid public servants. 
Both students and teachers have a 
common enemy, she added. 
ACT is. planning a series of protest 
actions to press their demands for 
higher wages. 
Representatives from the Muslim Youth, 
women students and other out-of-school 
youth discussed their problems and 
expressed their su;:port with the students 
and people of Philippines in fighting for 
justice and democracy. 

PEOPLE's MARCH FOR FREEDOM 
On March 1 an unprecedented People's 
Long March for Democracy"took place in 
the Philippines. The march to demonstrate 
the rejection of the elections of May14th 
drew the participation and support of 
tens of thousands of worker.s, peasants, 
fishermen, urban poor, cultural minorities, 
students, professionals and businessmen. 
It culminated in a massive rally at the 
Luretta Grand stand in Manila on March 7th. 

Below is a reproduced manitesto around 
which the march mobilised. 
It is issued under the Nationalist Alliance 
for Justice, Freedom and Democracy which 
unites and co-ordinated o11l opposition to 
the Marcos dictatorship. 

FREEDOM MARCH MANIFESTO 
The Filipino people have long been 
on a journey. For centuries we have 
marched, in quest of freedom and 
democracy. The road we have tread 
has been tortuous and our goal, 
elusive. The journey thus, bas been 
a long, hard and arduous struggle. 
Our people have persevered in this 
militant tradition. Todate, under 
the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship, our 
people's journey, our struggle 
continues. But more imporJantly 
today, our people have musteted 
new strength and our struggle has 
acquired new momentum. We 
have advanced despite the harshest 
conditions of repression imposed 
by the present regime. 
Our peoples march, LAKBA Y AN, 
aptly symbolises our long tradition 
of struggle. It brings to mind the 
unfinished task of fulfilling our 
long-cherished democratic and 
nationalist aspirations. 
LAKB.'\ Y AN, however, not only 
symbolises an important and 
continuing tradition. It expresses 
as well the urgent task facing 
the Filipino people - the present 
day struggle against the U.S. 
Marcos dictatorship. 
Thus today, we have marched 
to condemn: 
- The coming Batasan Pambansa 
elections as another electoral farce 
meant to stabilise a faltering 
dictatorship. The B.P. elections 
comes at time when the cegime 
is seriously rocked by popular 
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resistance wori-wide condemn-
ation and a crippling economic 
crisis. It also comes at a time 
when our people have developed 
unmatched political activism and 
unity in the struggle against the 
dictatorship. The B.P. elections 
has become a crucial matter 
therefore, for the regime, to delay, 
its rapid deterioration and forestall 
its d•YNn fall. Or.!y the U.S., seeking 

·to preserve its strategic military 
and vast econo"Tlk interests in the 
country, and Marcos and his ilk; 
seeking to tighten their loosening 
grip on political and economic 
power, stand to benefit in the 
coming elections. 
- The regime, for its unmitigated 
and brazen violation of the people's 
democratic rights. While it flaunts 
democratic trappings like popular 
elections and representative parliam
ent, the regime, in fact, rules by 
sheer force and violence - through 
repressive decrees and laws that 
curtail the exercise of people's basic 
freedoms through arbitrary arrests 
and detention of political dissenters, 
through widespread abuses, salvagings, 
poJitical assassination and other forms 
of terrorism perpetrated by the 
dictatorship armed minions. Moreover, 
while the U.S., too, prattles about 
'saving democracy through elections', 
it bankrolls and endorses its repressive 
client regime. 
- The reme, for the unparalleled 
sufferings and misery it has brought 
upon the peo11le. The regime bears the 
main responsibility for the present 
economic catastrophe - drastic inco'Tle 
decline and reduction of employment 
opportunities, skyrocketing prices and 
shortages of basic commodities. It has 
ccuJsed and aggravated the current crisis 
by promoting a backward agricultural 
economy tied to exports and loan interest, 
and by faithfully complying with 

the self-serving economic prescrip-
tions of U.S. big business surrogate, 
the World Bank and the IMF. We 
have marched to dramatise our 
ooycot stand on the CO!Tling Batasan 
Pambansa elections. We will not 
participate in a scheme to prolong 
and worsen our long enslavement and 
misery. We maintain that the dicatator 
shi;> has neither the support nor the 
concert of the people to rule. We totally 
reject it and we would thwart its move 
to entrench itself further in power. 

We have also marched in testimony to 
our people's unprecedented unity and 
resolve to heighten the struggle for 
freedo:-n and democracy. We believe 
that the democratic and nationalist 
concessions are won not through the 
participation in rigged or in an adjunct 
parliament but through militant and broad 
mass action of the people. 
We shall fight for every meaningful reform 
not only for its own sake, but what is 
more to advance further the struggle to 
end the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship and 
pave the way for a lasting freedom and 
democracy in our land. · 

Today, as we march, we peoclaim. our 
people's struggle. With every step· we 
make, with evry mile we cross, we 
proclaim, too, our people's inevitable 
triumph. 

Boycott the 1984 Batasan Pambansa elections~ 
Fight for the People's democratic .rights! 
Advance the people's struggle for decent 
Dismanle tht- U.S-Marcos dictatorship~ 

NATIONALIST ALLIANCE 
JUSTICE, FREEDOM and 
DEMOCRACY 

March 6, 1984. 
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LETTER'S SECTION 
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1/U. c.OSAS PeoPif. Are ASJW/ 

tc SeMi ·~ ~~-

WHY I JOINED THF ffiNQBFSS OF SQIITH AFBTCAN

STVDENTS 

THE REASON WHY I JOINED COSAS 
Firstly I wut to say that I am not sorr; for joining COSAS ~ 
callse it has changed my whole life. 
HOW DID I COME TO BE A MEMBER OF COSAS? 
When I met some of the COSAS people I was a new member of 
YCW. These people of COSAS came to the place whe:e I lh-e 
to collect provisions for one of COSAS's National Congress. My 
mother contributed eggs and I was asked to go and buy it for 
them. I returned with the eggs and suddenly something striked 
me. This people was really working hard for their particular aim. 
I asked one of them about COSAS and they told me and invited 
me to come and attend some of their meetings. I then went to 
one of their meetings which was held outside the library. I was 
totally confused with all the things I heard and for the fust time 
in my lifo I realised that there were people outside my small and 
comfortable world who is suffering. There I decided that come 
what may, I am going to be a part of these people who are striv· 
ing to gain freedom, comfort and righteousness for our people. 

As my participation in COSAS increased my degree of political 
knowledge improved. I became aware that thee are also other 
orpnisations like CA YCO etc, which also fought on another level 
for freedom 1 by uniting not students, but youth. My level of pol
itical awareness had also risen, because people gave me literature 
to read and I was immediately stricked by the honesty and inte
grity of the· literature that was given to me. It also opened my 
eyes to look around me and to see, that those things was not 
removed from me, but that it is all around me, like for instance, 
why do I live in a comfortable place, while others have to sleep 
in bushes and pipes? Why do I always have something to eat 
while othm are begging and starving outside, of hunger. I 
realised that my eyes were closed for all the years before I joined 
COSAS, which took the peels from my eyes and forced them 
open to"'Jee. 

OUEZE 
l. What is the name of the nuclear power station built outside 
Cape Town? 
2. Where were the 1980 Olympic Games held? 
3. What is ·the name of the capital of Czechoslovakia (Where are 
the headquarters of the International Union of Students)? 
4. Thousands of black children die in SA from this diseas every 
year. 
S. Who is the reigning Soviet world chess champion? 
.s. Herman Toivo Ja Toivo, a founder member of SWAPO and 
~,atriot of Namibia recently released from Robben Island prison. 
What is his .other name? 
7. Which document was adopted at a democratic congress in 
Kliptown on the 25 June 1955? 
8. On that day a New Deal circus will be showing. Puppets will 
be dancing to the tune of the master. Mention the date. 
9. A popular song by Ibrahim Abdulla (Dollar Brand) named 
after a towpship in Cape Town. 
10. Who is the author of the book, the trial of Dedan Kimathi, 
and under what series do you obtain the book? 

Since then I was trying hard to try to establiah another branch 
but in vain. AU my efforts 10emed to be of sao aood. EventUally 
I seemed to have some success, becaUIO I reczuited some studenta, 
I also busted myself by trying to set things in perspective which 
involves my schdol work and participation in COSAS. At my 
school the students get afraid even if you mention the word 
'politics' but some of them are really interested. 

My life thusfar has revolved around my worlt in COSAS and it is 
to this orpl1ilation that I have to pve credit, becaUM tilro\llh it 
I am understanding things better and can also think clearly. I 
am atill busy with the orp.nising of studenti and I know that my 
efforts will bear tluit. 

FREEDOM IN OUR LIFETIME!!!! AMANDLA!!I!! 
Sandra, 1984, Bellville. 

Dear Comrades 
Initially I had a political consciousnea which emeqed while I 
was attendlng Mountview Senior Secondary School and in late 
1984 the members of the Mitchell's Plain COSAS branch came to 
VJSit me to find out if I was interested. 

I then became a member or the Mitchell's Plain branch of COS AS 

Yours in the struggle 
AMANDLA!!! Pieter, MitheR's Plain branch. 

Dear Comrades 
As blacks we all grow up in a oppreaed country which live us the 
lead to nowhere. As student I have a politica£ view and I aw all 
the tactics the state use to exploit our situation. I would Uke to 
stop it but how? A COSAS member from M, Plain invite me to a 
workshop. I saw that the aims of COSAS can help to solve our 
problems and that is why I became a COSAS member. 

Yours in the struggle 
Sisa 
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THE FEMALE's STUDENTS IN COSAS 
COSAS RESOLUTION. TO ORGANISE FEMALE STUDENTS 
In our last Congress a resolution was taken to ensure an all-sided 
attempt to draw our women fold into our organisat.ion, COSAS. 
also in the strLJggle against exploitation and oppress1on. 

came after a full day discussion which highlighted the 
problems which students inside school grounds experience. 

ROLE OF FEMALE STUDENTS IN THE FAMILY 
One student gave a classic example of a female student's day: 
"I am forced to get up at 5.30 am to see that my father gets 
porridge before he leaves for work at 6.15 am. After he has left, 
I must start washing my younger brother and sister who are also 
school going. I must also prepare myself for school which starts 

8 am. This is when we do not have morning classes. When I 
home, the school finishes at 5 pm. I must start preparing 
. 1 must clean the house, because we always leave things 

mess because we are always rushing, so as not to be late. 
IEvervc:tav I must do some light washing, school shirts so as to 

note that we have clean ones for the following day. All 
takes me up fo 10 pm. 

From the above we can see that female students ace drawn into 
domestic work at an early age. They are forced to play the role 
of mothers, who are forced to work 'sleep in', and look after 
other women's children, as Nannies, as 'Mary's and Janes'. 

................. TION IS NOT MEANT FOR US!! ~-.c. 
c:xpect these students to maste,X.:"h l:i.J\taught in isol~ 

and abstractly, by an unqualifed teacher, IS a dream. Theu 
in school work is pathetic. What they become 

linlten~stc:a in, in their'school life is nothing else but events in 
schools, your 'Miss Orlando High' and 'Miss Freshette' etc. 

It is in this situation which forces students to strike a 'deal' 
with your wielding teachers. A love affair not~ that you will 
sometimes be exempted from punishment. That is why in our 
schools we have sugar daddies, and sweet sixties!!! 

It is this situation which forces our teachers to channel their 
frustration into this evil practice. Their contradictory position 
as middle class elements, straddled between the education auth
orities on the one hand and the students and communities on 
the other, make the glamour that they are aspiring to a dream. 
A way that they dupe themselves is with liquor. This is a situ
ation which forces our female colleagues to queue as re:~taurant 
and domestic workers in your posh suburbs. Prostitution II 
another career for them, in this period of unemployment crisis. 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE 
Clearly the main problem facing female students is not caused 
by male students, by our teachers or by our ·cruer parents. 
The problem lies in the heart of our society. A society which 
promotes sc:xism, oppression. hunger, exploitation and all other 
evils. 

It is therefore our task to organise our women students into 
COSAS, to mobilise them against the problems they experience. 
We must educate them about the nature of our society. We 
must involve them in our campaigns and programmes. It is with 
this in mind' that the 'Western Cape' region organised a work. 
shop to mack March 8, International Women's Day!! 

Surely we must not be satisfied with the fact that no female 
smdents have been in COSAS NEC, since CO~AS's launching. 
It is important that female comrades do not come to meetinp 
and congresses for cooking and domestic work but for partici
pation in all discussion and the shaping of our organisation. 
Together, as both female and male students, we must march to 
an educational system which is not for exploitation and oppo 
ression in South Africa but that will be free!!!!! 
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WHAT ABOUT CAREERS 
It is definite that stt..dents in the different high schools are 
now starting to make decisions about their future careers. 
This therefore :iemands that students start going to find out 
more about their careers. 

So whilst choosing your career do not forget that 
expect to contribute towards changing and shaping South 
Africa into a better future. 

It is also important to choose the correct subjects to suit . 
what you want to do. For example, if you think about ljtNTS 
studying further, eg at technikons or university, it is advisable . . 
1) to have a good command of English, because all your 1-lold •tl Prospect•ve Teachers 
studies will be given in this language. _It becorn:s diff~cult for,. For teaching bursaries: 
vo.u to understand t~ c::>ncepts beang explamed 10 your 1. For training at a college app!y to the college where 
Scaence or Arts studaes af you cannot use the language you wish to study for a bursary. 
properly. 

Then choose Mathematics and Science for Science oriented 2. For training at a university, apply to the relevant 
studies and for Arts oriented studies choose English, Mathema· government education department. 
tics or History. 

Here is a suggestion of subject choice for Science studie . . 
(e.g. doctor, teacher, biologist ec.) - Mathematics, Physics 1 : If poSSible, apply for SE~ERAL bursanes. 
Biology I Geography· and for Arts - English and any other Apply early, apply dunng the year before you need 

. • the bursary. 
subJect. . . . . . . * Do NOT wait for1he end of year results. Send you 

But for~ratmg M~trac 1t IS 1mportantto_ch~ whet~er Y.ou results later. Take note of the CLOSING DATES!!! 
nave the nght subJects for an exemption (I.e. un1vers1ty * Alternative. A loan from the bank at low interest 
entrance qualification). The requirement is three subjects on rates. 
the higher grade and three on standard grade. 

Most institutions for higher (post-secondary school) 
Ieeming publish books (prospecti) and calendars giving full Addresses for Information on where to apply 
details of requirements, courses, fees and facili;ies. These bursaries (and for help in deciding which career to do): 
publications are usually obtairwd free on written enquiry from * . . 
the places you want to go to and study. Education I nformat1on Centre (P.O. 

Another important aspect is to realise that once you Johannesburg, 2000) Phone: 011.392476 
manage to. qualify in whatever field you choose is that _the * Careers Centre (P.O. Box 38, Orlando, 
South Afncan oppressed people need you. That th.-e 1s a 1804), Phone: 011.392476 
greater demand for you to plough back what you have aquired 
into the society. Think about the millions that are oppressed * Careers Research and Information Centre (P.O. 
and exploited who cannot reid and write. What can you offer 78, Claremont, 7735) Phone: 021.611058/9 or 611069 
to make their lives meaningful and to advance the struggle 
against the undemocratic and unjust system of South Africa. * C.O.R.I.C. Phone: 041.1430 
It would be a shame on you to suddenly give you back to the * 
millions of starving oppressed people of this country. C.I.C. (22 St Andrews Street, DURBAN, 

Phone: 031.353231 

* The University where you plan to study. 

A bursary is financial assistance given to a student for * Your Parents' employers,. 
study or tra~ning. 

* Some bursaries have employment conditions atta~h
ed. lhis moans ~hat you would work for the bursar for 
a certain period of time. 

Bursar's Name 
Bursar's Address 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Your Name 

Your Address 

at present in Standard -. I intend study-
course next year, at- (college 

sct"lool, university) and would like to find out about 
~ur~ries you offer. Please could you send me an appi
ICitlon form. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely. 
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Culture 
cuLTURE TOWARDS LIBERATI~N . 

a contnbutlon 

FREEDOM CHARTER AND CULTURE 
The Freedom Charter states, "All National 
Groups shall have Equal Rights"! And it 
adds, "All People shall have equal rights to 
use their own languages, and to develop 
their own folk culture and customs" 

Many of us do not have a clear understand
ing of this part of the Charter. Some of us 
may even feel a btt embarrassed. Isn't t~s 
exactly what the apartheid regime practiS
es? 

Let us look more carefully at this matter. 
The national liberation movement in SA 
has, over the years, developed a very clear 
policy on the cultural front. There are 
basically two guiding principles: 

(1) The national democratic struggle is, 
amongst other things, a struggle for a single 
national South African culture. This nat· 
ional culture will be mainly African, refl. 
ecting the traditions and aspirations of 
the majority of our people. But ALL who 
Jive in South Africa have the right· in fact 
a duty • to contribute to the growth of 
this single national culture. This single 
national culture will play an important role 
in uniting all of South Africa's people to
aether in the task of building a new nation. 

(2) llut a single national culture does not 
·mean that other cultures cannot exist 
In fact, the surest way of creating DIS
UNITY .in South Africa would be to for
bid people, for instance, to speak Xhosa, 
or Sotho, or Afrikaans. 

The apartheid regime treats cultures as if 
they were closed boxes. They say: "If 
you speak Zulu, then you cannot possibly 
be a South African". We must not be 
fooled, we must not allow ourselves to 
make the same closed box mistake in 
reverse gear. We must not go around say· 
i.ng, "If you want to be South African, 
then you must get, rid of all of your Zulu 
culture, or Indian culture, or whatever". 

Cultures are not closed boxes, each of us 
takes parts in many different cultures. 
Desp1te raclal oppression and division all 
South Africans have some bits and pieces 
of culture in common. The main reason 
for this is that we have all been drawn into 
the same economic system. But of course 
there are also many cultural differences. 

We speak many different languages, for 
instance. Other factors also contribute to 
different culture• There are often r:ultural 
difference!' h-n. ,.;t> _~-I. s. ..:vloured 
African and ~ddian youths living in urban 
ghettoet share many cultural attitudes in 
common. For instance, they tend to like 
the same mu!ic. At t.!:e ::am:: time these 
youths may have other cultural differences 
between them, for instance the kinds of 
food that they eat, which titey get from 
their family background. In a big ghetto 
like Soweto, there are some cultural diff
erences between migrants, town based 
worken, and middle class people. At the 
same time there are cultural traditions 
which bind all Africans from whatever class 
together. We can see then, that many 
things contribute to culture • economic 
unification, language, age, class, family 
origins. 

The task of activists fighting for a demo
cratic South Africa is to encourage those 
parts of our peoples' cultures whicl:. are 
progressive, and which act as a great reser· 
voir of strength in their daily struggles. 
We must fight against any narrow, racist,. 
or tribalist attitudes. But that does not 
mean that people must not be encouraged 
to develop their own particular and diff· 
erent cultures, alongside of developing a 
sense of belonging to one South Africa. 
We must all learn to take pride in the diff
erent cultures and languages of our reople, 
1:11ltures that go to make up parts of an 
overall South African culture. 

While the apartheid regime pretends to 
encourage separate cultures, it has ;:1 fact 

forced very distorted and narrow versions 
of 'tribal' culture onto people. Thi~ has 
not served to develop local languages, 
traditions and customs. For instance, 
there is no way in which we could speak of 
flouriiahing literatures in the various Afric
an languages of our country. It. is only 
with the development of a truly democra· 
tic South Africa, belonging to all, that we 
will be able to secure conditions in which 
local folk cultures and customs can flour· 
ish. This has been the experience in all 
aocialiat countries. The cultural revolu· 
tion involves both the cementing of diff· 
erent peoples behind a' single, unifying 
internationalist ~ucialist culture, and the 
flowering of many local, regional folk 
cultures, languages and literatures. These 
tJ-ings are not opposites. It is only a closed. 
box approach to culture that imagines this. 
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Addresses of Southern African Universities: 

The Registrar Medical University of South Africa 
(MEOUNSA), PO Medunsa, 0204. 
The Registrar, Rhodes University, PO Box 94, Graham-
stown, 6140. 
The Registrar, University of Bophutatswana, PO Box 
Montshiwa, Bophutatswana. 

The Admissions Secretary, University of Botswana and 
Swaziland, Private Bag, Kwaluseni, Swaziland. 
The Registrar, University of Cape Town, Private Bag, 
Rondebosch, 7700. 
The Registrar, University of Durban Westville, Private 
Bag X54001, Durban 4000. 
The Registrar, University of Fort Hare, Private Bag 314, 
Alice 5700. 
The Registrar, University of Natal, King George·V Ave, 
Durban 4001. 
The Registrar, University of the North, Private Bag 
X5090, Pietersburg, 0700. 

· The Registrar, University of Transkei, Private Bag 
X5092, Umtata, Transkei. 
The Registrar, University of Western Cape, Private Bag 
X17, Bellville 7530. 
The Registrar, University of Witwatersrand, Jan Smut 
Avenue, Johannesburg 2001. 
The Registrar, University of Zimbabwe, PO Box MP167, 
Harare, Zimbabwe. 
The Registrar, University of Zulu land, Private Bag 
Kwa-Diangezwe, 3880. ' 
The Registrar. University of Roma, Lesotho. 
The Registrar, University of South Africa, (UNISA) 
PO Box 392, Pretoria 0002. ' 

~.B. Th~ Registrar ~an send you application forms, 
. mformat1on. on cour.ses, bursaries, etc. Don't forget to 
ask for details or the•r careers advice service. 

If y~u will be working next year, and you still want to 
continue your studies ,i.e. part time or private studies 
refer the following places: ' 

~CHED (South African Committee for Higher Educa
tion). It has three branches in: 

* Johannesburg: PO Box 11350, Johannesburg 2000 
rhona: 834.134) 

C1pe Town: 5 Church Street, Mowbray 7700 
rhone: 668615) 

Durban: PO Box 6043, Durban 4000 or 60 Berea 
Road, Durban (Phone: 31.6748) 

SACt:fED ~ffers a r~nge of EDUCATIONAL ACTIVIT· 
IES, ~nclud1~g tutonal and study classes in the evenings 
for (1) matnc students (ii) UNISA students and (iii) 
students who. hav~ passed matric but want introductory 
courses to umvers1t1es (foundation courses). 

For Correspondence co"'"ges· 
"!Information i~ available from the Correspondence 
College Council, PO Box 1331, Johannesburg 2000 •. 

To a Teacher 

It is a huge and heavy burden thlt you carry 
You must support it 
As you leap over hills, valleys and deserts 
With your deter,. · · ~t:--n 
You will o~en 'JI!--JW nCJtt-iS 
And give them to us to contemplate 
To show to future generations 
The value of your sacrifices 
They wi!! rac~qnise. 
They will forge themselves in the same life 
They will become a great caravan 
On a course towards Socialism 

It will be 1 clear morning 
After the dawn breaks 
After a long journey-
Then you will see your destination 
Don't hesitate 
Don't step backwards 
Go forward without wavering 
Somebody waits for you 

PIJZZlEI 
ANSWERS· • 
ACROSS 
1. Democracy. 
3. SRC. 
5 • Interest. 
8. UDF. 
9. Boa. 
11. Mandates. 
13. Tactic . 
15. Regime. 
17. BED. 
19. Adventurism. 

DOWN: 
l. Elitism. 
4. COSAS. 
6. Proletariat. 
8. United. 
10. Strike. 
12. Amandla. 
14. Jletaill. 
15. ·:Rakf 
18. ~truggJe. 

tluizl 
ANSWERS· 
I. 
I. Koebetg. 
2. Moscow 
3. Prague. · 
4. Kwaahiokor. 
5. Karpov. 
6. Andimba. 
7. Freedom Charter. 
8. August 22. 
9. Manenberg. 
I 0. African Writers series. 
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THE SPIRTS 1/lllfifilE 
SPORT 

"I love to be" at ease, relax and enjoy pleasant time. I want to 
be ftmous and be a champion, a star." 

These are the phrases we listen to averyday from young 
atudents. Through television, magazines, newspapers etc., we 
see Superstars, famous actors, young American champions 
either black or white, e.g. Pele, Michael Jackson attract our 
attention as students. 

We dream day and night thinking that we'll reach their 
positions. Now, something very very interesting is the 
question( "How many from us in our own townships are 
Superstars, champions, professional players in any sport, 
~;Uitural ctivity e.g. music, drama. 

SPORT IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

Looking at our society in terms of how it is built, in South 
Africa, we have race laws that divide people into sections. All 
"Africans" live in their own townships, and "coloureds", 
"Indians" and "whites". 

There is a big difference between the "white" and 
"African, coloured, Indian" townships. That is every "white" 
community has all or adequate sport, cultural facilities while 
our township streets are flooded with young students and 
potential sportmen. There are inadequate facilities like tennis 
GOUI"'I, soccer fields and cultural centres. 

We are not sportsmen in the field only but also in our 
townshipa. We need enough food, adequate facilities, shelter 
(housea) in order to fulfil our role. Compare white rugby 

, playen ~n terms of physical appearance and their health. 

So therefore our sportsmen are affected by this situation. 
People end up in shabeens. It is important for us to link the 
problem of facilities with the entire political situation in our 
country. 

Look at Zola Budd, like Kaizer Chiefs. South Africa is not 
allowed to participate in International Sport like the Olympic 
G!I:'Tu::. Z::!:: w;s forced to move ::ut Gf thls coun1J 'I and be a 
British citizen in order to participate in Olympic Games. 

MULTINATIONAL COMPANIES IN OUR SCHOOLS 

The British and American multinational companies such as 
Coke are promoting multi·racial sport , particularly in our 
sdlools. They organise competitions between "white" and 
"black" schools, talking as if things are "OK" in this country. 

In the "Springbok" teams after the match i~ over, the 
"coloured or African" players cannot go to certain areas, say 
he or she cannot sit in "white" first class on the trains and 
gannot enter certain cinemas and most important of all, stay 
in seperlte areas. 

We believe that while Apartheid laws and exploitation of 
man by man is still existing, we'll continue fighting for Aon
TIOialism. We boycott all rebel and multi·racial clubs and 
metchea like NPSL. We organise all our own matches and 
duO., on a non-racial bases where "Africans, Indians and 
colour8da" are united from club level. That is we need 
to form independent societies on sport and culture in our 
schools and townships that will exercise non·racialism. 

COSAS calls upon all progressive community, sport, trade
unions. church bodies to discuss this situation and call all 
individual sportsmen, youth, students and parents to join pro
gressive organisations in our townships. 

UHURU 
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"Change of Task" 

Although the term has ended, this does not mean 
holidays for either teachers or students. The two-
week interval between terms at tht~ sa-n<:! time of the 
year that British schools are having their . Easter holidays 
is simply a 'change of task' in SA.studem5e, and an 
opportunity for the school:; to consolidate ttleir intern~ 
organis.:ltion and a!so tt1 reach out to the community 
beyond their walls. 

SCUNCS FROM THE VALLEY 

If the l~nd could speak, 
!t would speak for us. 
It would say, like us, that the years 
Have forged the bond of life that ties us together. 
lt was our labour that made the land she is; 
And it was her yielding that gave us life. 
We and the land are one! 

But who would listen? 
Will. they listen, 
Those invisible, 
Who, from an unfeeling distance, claim 
The land is theirs? 
Because pieces of paper say so? 
Because the pieces of paper are backed by men 
Who speak threatening words; 
Men who have power to shoot and kill, 
Men who have power to take our men· and sons away? 

If the land could speak! 
It would speak for us! 
For the land is us! 
And we speak! 

(Phillipines) 
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&aulavllhl, Tbembl:.a, Wa~e1h, Pot"t 
II:Uzabsth, Soahunwuve, Guaenetown, 
Weffcom .net many oth« -•· 

reco~ n ition of 

~1 he application of corpor..!! punishment 
as laid down by the Dl:.'T rc~uiations 

{t rree supply ui" te'd bu<Ji< S lC> all 
st!.:der.ls/purils 

('iAge llmil regtd<.nion to be SCr!:lppcd in 
:l!i schools 
~End to se)u:.il abu!'e of---fe-malo(: 
•;! udenl~pupil~. be it 1:-y :t teacher:; vi 
;itcther studwt/pupii 

REASONS 
ORepresentation in the interest of im
proving relationship betwc:ca 
stuoeiit/pupils and !~achets 

&P~ani<;hment for correcting ;md not :L'>· 
suulting student~pupils. A dcmocrati~ 
SRC would help to build and m::int:1in 
discipline limong students/pupils 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



t ~. 
( . . . 

/.;.'t; · .. : ..... ,.,.;,;;; • ..,, , .... ~ •r •". 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



I 
! 
I 

tQSAS-AZASO SUPPORT STUDENTS DEHAMOS. . -
i984 h~ls seen the most student struggles since 1976. These 

struggles emanate from our realisation of the Inferior edu

cation which we get at our schools and universities. These 

struggles further re-affirm our opposition to the age limit 

regulations, fraudulent PRC's. uncontrolled corporal punish

ment. As a response to these crises, we as students In South 

·J? Africa have demanded democratic SRC's and the establishment 

of parent-student associations. Ve demand SRC's because we 
' 

realise that SRC's will take student's demands effectively than 

the prefect system or PRC's. They wltl be able to make stu

dents to politically understand the ~roblems we face at school 

and link them with the general struggle outside schools. 

Parent-student Involvement In student struggles further stre

ngthen our long established relationship to struggle side by 

side until we get our demands. This wfll also prove the fact 

that we are members of the community before we are students. 

Our parents are Important also In supporting our rightful 
I 

demands at school, and therefore we urge students to explain 

to parents what we are struggling for. 

Ever since the beginning of this year, the question of the esta· 

bllshment of democratically elected and recognised SRC's has 

been the question of life and death In the student community. 

On the other habd we had both ~10rkers and alI members of the 

community demanding for rents people can afford. To this the 

government has responded arrogantly. They responded by closing 

schools before tlve as a strategy of liquidating the unity 

of the students. They went ail out to kill, detain and baton 

charge the people In areas such as vaal Trlangte, East Rand 
areas, Alexand•-a. AtterldgevJ lie and many others. All of this 
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to us serves as a form of experience that the government Is , 

not prepared to listen to the demands of oor people. The only@ · 
'/t( 

way that~ can use to win our demands ts to unite with our · 

parents, workers and all members of our coll1llllnlty to demon=; ~hJ.t4. 
strate our strength and hatred we have towards things Imposed !' 0 ~ 
on us without our consultation. The resl~tance of our people ~-
won! t stop until there Is free and:compuhoor:y dynamic educa- j 

tlon for ell In a non-racial and undivided South Africa. 

Students must strengthen their Involvement and support of 

our struggles by Identifying with the aspirations and struggles 

of COSAS-AZASO as the volc.e of the students of South Africa. 

We also urge the studentsito reaffirm their commitment to 

democratic SRC's •. Our demands for,,a OYNAt-UC- and Non-R.:tciCII 

Oenncratlc Education must not be shifted by enemies so-called 

reforms. 

We must further strengthen our campaign for the Edutatlon 

Charter, linking this wl th our dema.nds. 

Finally we want to say that as studlenfl uf $A, we will con

tinue to boycott as long as our demands are not met. 

Forward to denncratlc SRC's. 

Forward to a non-racial democratic education. 

Forward to the Education Charter. 

Forward to COSAS-AlASO alliance. 

I 
j 
t 

~ 
'"' ,., ___ ,, ---- ___________ j 
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f L ,, ,t.tl.ci1;,( ~s~ 
sJ~ L-< ., ., .(. nr o l_M.t.."- ll:" C.,( V' I .-..lj · 

I t.J1.""""" Y~~' r < I 
.1~--

Prind"lu for Changing Education J ,}-.. ~-· ( ( (..''--I~\ h( Y ~J ;.:_:. II..... ( ''---k .Jc / 
'I" b + g &.• • ..__t .. t .. -, 

There it no general blueprint for transforming education. The 
correct way of going about this task depends on varying local con· 
ditions, and on the needs and interests of pupils, parents and 
teachers, youth workers, etc., is to analyse their own social position. 
and how to go about it. But to conclude, here are a few ideas which 
may prove useful in working out strategies. 

r. The starting point for education must be the real situation 
and interests of pupils, teachers and parents. The first task of 
teachers, youth workers, etc., it to analyse their own social position. 
Teachers have a contradictory role in society. On the one hand they 
arc servants of the capitalist state. As such they have the task of 
implementing policies designed to prevent working people be· 
coming aware of their situation and changing it. On the other 
hand teachers are wage-earners who have an interest in struggling 
against exploitation and for a better form of society. When teachers 
try to bring this interest into their professional work they run up 
against a disciplinary system designed to make them Joyal instru• 
ments of the state. Teachers have to decide where they stand and 
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work out political und tr:1dc union sta·ategies to fight for their own 
intcn:sts al wngc workers. 

2. The second task of teachers and other educators is to 
study the living conditions of pupils, the work situation of parents, 
the structure of the neighbourhood and the problems of the com
munity. These factors help to determine the way a teacher works 
with children, tlu~ choice of content matter, the material and 
mcthod:s to be used. 

3· If a teacher really wants his or her professional work to 
help change sncicty, the worst way of going about it is to try to 
indoctrin;ue <:hildrcn with the ideas of a par. ticukcr P"~Y"' 
ri ht i r • ~onslant_~~ll~~·~{;tlfi.:U _!>ac!,~ ""'JT:aJI 

ucat ~11 or tr~ns =~st ar orlie ang c~~: 
0 Ull~~r'Samt tlatl:taena an sJOal Wa113'5ro'und'lt't'em. 

ttm;mti6ll'l'd'1\0t'lleedii~aielrror11ic:· rmure; but'soailo· te 
able to organise their own lives collectively here and now. If 
children learn to recognise their needs and interests, and to find 
their own ways of working to realise th,:m, then they will be well 
prepared for fighting for a ahare in controlling production and 
society as grown-ups. 

4· The aims and methods of teaching are closely connected. 
Rigid and abstract teaching methods cannot fit children for 
running their ·n l~v~OW.$U:,t.E~-:~(.!.h~ COl} ten~ !Jf d~~.J!!b.:. 
'ects taught.. · tt· ·· oP"ttansformauo~~ 

e 'Uicr.;u ~ccts o tr~,~~~f'~vro~ess idrllotlisP.:'~ 
ec • Lc1irnmgTam" '6ir"t!ie 'eli raCier or a"coltectively-ae-

ermmed research process, based on children's needs and interests. 
The function of the teacher is to help, children to organise their 
work and research. 

5· Parents and other working people must be brought into 
education. A lot of progressive teachen regard parents as reaction
ary- a stumbling block for the introduction of non-authoritarian 
methods. But one docs children no favour by forcing them into a 
permanent connict situation through different types of education 
at bome and at school. In investigating the background of his 
pupils, a teacher should try to find out what special abilities 
various parents have, and attempt to bring these into the school. 
Parents can be asked to help make things the class needs for its 
work, or to come and tell the children about their jobs, or to take 
children to visit their place 1>f work. Once productive work be· 
comes part of education parents will more easily be able to see the 
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value of school and the par .. t they can pby in it. Similarly, people 
whose work is concerned with the school can be made conscious of 
their role as educators. There is no need for the janitor to be the 
children's worst enemy. He could be brought into the class to 
explain his work, and children could karn to help him. Nursery 
school teachers may discover that the only p.:rson who docs work 
which is recognisable as such by smaller children is the cleaning 
lady. She may already be the main educator in the nursery, 
without knowing it. It is essential to make her a consciow part of 
the teaching team. 

6. All educators should try to bring qucstiom of production 
and of social, economic and political relationships iu to their work. 
State curricula certainly do not permit polytechnic education in 
the full sense, but they arc rarely so rigid as to preclude all mention., 
of productive work and class structure. This possibility exists in 
virtually every subject. 

7• Education is not confined to school. Children learn a lot 
at ~o~~J.n.~~cr syeet a~j.n the community. ~.mw!M~Iii a! 
dllplanned and unrafectl\'ewa~ Educators iM'tta'"try to tfetp 
c!ttildr~n· b~~offi'c'iiiorerw'~'f'e"an critical of what they learn, by 
exchanging information and discussing information at school. Ex
cursions, school travel and work experience schemes can help 
in this. 

8. Educators should help children to take part in community 
life and local political struggles. This is only possible if the educator 
becomes aware of what is going on in the community and the 
extent to which it affects children. Activities and disputes which 
really concern children's interests and living conditions can be an 
important instrument of political education. Examples of struggles 
which may be relevant for children are: slum-clearance and 
housing schemes, traffic planning, school closures, health service 
restrictions, playgrounds and cultural f<Lcilities, industrial disputes 
(if their parents are involved). 

g. New contents and forms of education cannot be worked 
out and introduced by a single teacher, in isolation from his or her 
colleagues. The task is too big for one person, the political vulner
ability too great. Teachers mwt get together and organise them
selves if they want to work for change. Teachers' co-operatives on 
the pattern of the Freinet movement are one possibility. Another 
is to try to make existing organisations like trade unions into 
instruments for the transformation of education. 
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10. One of the most important struggles in which children, 
parents and teachers can participate is the struggle to change 
school itself. If teachers get into trouble for using progressive 
methods, this may help to raise awareness of the class character of 
education. The support of pupils and parents can be crucial in 
preventing disciplinary measures and in pressing for teaching which 
C'urrc~pomh to the interests of working-class children. Teachers 
who introduce m:w method, without securing the unc..lc.-rstanding 
and co-operation of pupils and pare11ts will not get their support in 
a conllit:t situation. It is vital to develop and introduce new 
methods in co-operation with children and parents. 
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TSEBISO t KOPANO YA SETJHABA 

VENUE f ICEREKE YA WESELE (METHODIST) ZONE l4, 

~: 02h00 (HORA YA BOBEDI 1 ·THAPAMA) 

DATE: 14 - 1~ - 1984 -
SEPHEO: TABA YA DIKOLO LE TSE DING. 

TLONG KAOFELA 

TSEBISO : KOPANO YA SETJHABA EVATON LE SE:e0KENG 

"v'"ENUE: KEREKE YA 'rt'ESELE (METHODIST) ZO~'E .4t, S~OKENG 
TIME: 02h00 \(HORA YA BOBEDI, THAPAMA) 

DATE: 14 - 10 - 1984 

SEPHEO: TABA YA DIKOLO LE TSE DING. 

TLONG KAOFELA 

:bCC:3~SO: KOP.ANO YA SETJHABA EVAT~ LE SEBOICENG 

VENUE: 

TIME : -
KEREKE YA WESELE (METHODIST) ZONE 1~l, SEBOKENG 

02h00 (HORA YA BOBEDI, THAPAMA) 

14- 10 - 1984 DATE: -
SEPHEO: TABA YA DIKOW LE TSE DING. 

TLONG KAOFELA 

I 

TSEBISO: KOPANO YA s·~TJHABA EVATON LE SEBOKENG 

VENUE: KEREKE YA WESELE (METHODIST) ZONE 14, SEBOKENG 

~: 02h00 HORA YA BOBEDI, THAPAMA) 

~: 14 - 10 - 1984 

SEPISO: TABA YA DIKOLO LE TSE DING 

TLONG KAOFELA 

TSEBISO: K9PANO YA SE'I'JHABA EVATON LE SEBOKENG 

VENUE: ImREKE YA WESELE (METHODIST) ZONE 14, SEBOKENG 

~: 02~00 (HORA YA BOBEDI, THAPAMA) 

DATE: 14 - 10 - 1984 -
SEPHEO: T.ABA YA DIKOLO LE TSE DING 

TLONG KAOFELA 
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TRANSLATION 

{. 

Noti~e Public Meeting Evaton and Sebokeng 
Venue: Methodist Church (Metodist) Zone 14, Sebokeng. 
Time: 02h00 (Two o'clock Afternoon) 
Date: 14/10/84 
Agenda: School Matters and Others 

Come All 
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