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!!Lt]. ~:A~: s VA I. L1f o"p A"fr'iuX:hCS: 
Pleas~ ~~~nd within-;~ur ~rganlsation. 
The UDF Media Committee is gearing up 
for ~he Million Signature Ca~paign. 
~e can help you: 

• • • Paint banners to show your organ1sat1on s support 
for the signature campaign. You can use these 
for local activity and also to popularize 
your organisation at the ODF Music 
Festival. 

ODF wants every Transvaal affiliate to 
march onto a~age and sign the Signature 
form in front of 30 000 people at the 
~usic Festival. We will be painting banners 
at van Wyka Rus on Saturday 3rd February. 
Ler us know by the 2nd if you want to come 
and paint one with us. Costs: RIO per banner. 

Design and produce posters or pamphlets. 
The media committee can help you produce 
these if you want to advertise a local 
meeting or issue linked to the Signature 
Camnaign. Costs vary, but you can do , 
A3 size black and white posters for 1Sc 
each, -and A2 size silkscreen one-colou~ 
for 30c each. Roneod pamphlets cost (w1t~ 
a scanned stencil) about Rl2 for.500 A4 s1ze 
or 1000 A5 size. (If you can br1ng your 
own paper, it's much much cheaper) 

Print yo•r demand on the Signature form 
in the space provided. You can do this 
in red.ink through the media committee. 
Coat: 30c for a roneo stencil, 1 cent for 
five forms. 

Hold a media happening~ Two weeks ago the media 
committee held a Media Happening at Khotso House where 
all the above activities - t-sbirts, banners, rrinting, etc. 
took place at the same time. This kind of thing is popular 
because it allows everyone to join in and participate. 
Vhy not con.ider a Media Happening in your organisation 
or area? The ODF video could also be shown at such an 
ocC'asion. 

THE DDP ~EDIA COMMITTEE NEEDS MORE MEMBERS~ 
Can your organisation send people to sit in the media committee 
Cor two months, or permanently? Ye can help train your members 
in media skills in this way. The ~ore people there are in the 
media committee, the more useful UDF media will be to affiliates. 
PLEASE DISCUSS THIS REQUEST IN YOUR ORGANISATION AND LET US KNOW 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
UDF, four&h floor, Khutso !-louse, De VUiiers Strccr. Joh;:mncshurg. 
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UDF SJG.ATURE CI-Y~:,~! :~·- ·~..;.GA."llSER: SliGG!:S'J'ED JOB DESCRIPTION 

To co-ordinate the p1:..-~'1ing and activities of thct signature campaign. 
By: 

A. Working with all affiliates 
* to give ideas about how they can use the campaign to further organisation 
* to give ideas about how they can collect maximum signatures in their areas 
* to inform UDF sub:::ommittees as to the needs of teh affiliates 
* to co-ordinate affiliates in covering whole areas 

B. Working with the UDF subc:onvni ttees 

* providing input as to the problems e>:perienced and ways of solving them. in 
relation to *media 

*education 
* to inform the JHB signature committee of the general progress and specifically 

* to prepare agendas for the meetings and ensure that decisions 
are carried out 

* to point out major issues that need discussion 
* to ask for assistance IOhen needed 

C. Responsibility for Transvaal. 

To take a map of the Transvaal and work out 
* where we have affiliates 
* wh!!re we know sympathetic people 
* where we need to .Mke some contacts 

In each area, work out what other groupings can be approached *church 
*cultural 
* farming co-ops etc. 

D. General. 

* Work out a timing programme and push affiliates/areas to hand in set numbers. 

* Keep a count for each affiliate and the total. Provide this to Golden 
City Press ( or ensure that our count is given to whoever adds them up) 

* Co-ordinate (or delegate) any UDF activity around the campaign 
eg. collecting signatures at the music festival. 
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M.S.C. CO - OROINATORS REPORT 

1984 06 30 

Compared to a month ago or even two, the campaign has picked up some momentum, although 
it has not as yet reached appreciable levels. 

Subsequent to calls made at two previous General Councils activists and affiliates 
have notable tried to improve on previous performances. 

COUNTRY WIDE 

The national count as reflected in the mn minutes of the last National Executive 
Council.meeting is as follwos. 

1. Natal - 35 000 

2. W. Cape - 87 000 

3. TVL - 42 000 

4. N. Cape - 1 600 

5. E. Cape - 17 000 

6. Border - 30 000 

Total 
212 600 

TRANSVAAL 

As you will notice Transvaal is reported to have collected about 42 000 signatures 
he figure was based on the number of isgnatures already handed in at the office and 

those which affilliates reported to have already collected after the office had 
contacted various affilliates to find out. 

At the same time the office has sent out circulars to affilliates requesting them to send i 
in all completed forms. But up to know response to this request has been very slow. 

Therefore on behalf of the million signature campaign committee, I once more make 
an appeal to all affilliates and activists alike to please a make sure that forms 
are always sent to the office so that our figures can be properly and accurately 
updated. 

From our quota of 300 000 signatures our deficit is about 258 000 signatures 
and that is definately a realisable goal. 

HARRASMENT 

There is evidently a :~w growing state attempt to make it impossible for us to 
collect signatures. In the Transvaal and throughout the country reports have been 
received of the extent to which the state is bent on disrupting the campaign. 

- A number of our activists are being detained whilst collecting signatures 
(i I do not have lists of names in my possession) 
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nundreds of signature forms have been confiscated by secvrity police. 

The campaign of disinformation around MSC is being stepped up. 

Clearly therefore the state has finally realised the threat posed by the MSC to the new 
constitutional dispensation. 

lhe MSC- committee appeal to all affilliates and activists to furnish it with all 
relevent information at all times regarding security police harrasment, detention and 
confiscation of forms. 

On page 37 - 38 of the Organiser's handbooks is a chapter on the "signature 
campaign and the law". The details contained therin are important for everyone. 

MSC COMMITTEE 
This comm1ttee meets on Mondays. As with probably other committees its main 
problem has been that not all affilliates have sent representatives to serve on it. This 
impose serious limitations in its ability to fulfill its functions properly and adequately. 

This is especially true when it is faced with the need to take various decisions 
,:round the MSC. This state of affirs also mean that it can not be made fully aware 

_3 to developments in various areas where signatures are collected. 

The committee urges affilliates to serously look into this matter and thereby also 
ensure that they also would be fully briefed on development on this Front from time to 
time. 

ANTI CONSTITUTION CAMPAIGN 

Following the latest N.E.C. decisions on the need to step up this campaign, the 
immediate task would be to work out wyas in which the MSC could also be intensified 
at the same time as the propsed or (still to be proposed) campaign plan. 
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t -. L(r'' 
I .. The erl..sting area committee ill Kimberley to serVe as the co-ordiru: 

ting committee for the area.This was decided in a meeting held jointly 
vr'i. th the two secretaries of the liC interim structure on the I6th March. 
The committee explained that letters had been written to organis~tions ~ 
individuals in:rl.ting th.em to the launch of the campaign..Posters advetisill 
the meeting had already been. put up.Due to lack of proper and inefficient 
publicity metkods ~ess impact would be made on the public(i .. e. according 
to the committee observations). 

2...THE LAUNCH I8TH MARCH 

2..I. VENUE:ST. BONIFACE HISSION IN GALESHE\VE 

2.2. ~ME: I5h00 

2...3. AT~ENDANCE:300 

2 .. ~ CHAIRPERSON: JOMO KHASU 

The first MSC launch. in the Jrorthern Cape was held in Galeshewe,Kimberle; 
The meeting was addressed by the following speakers~ 
i.Galeshewe !nuth interim committee. 
ti...Ruhudi Youth Organisation.(Ruao) 
ill.Fedsaw(Mrs. Bcapayi.) 
iY .. Cde AUbrey Mokoena~R.M.C. & UDF) 
'L Cde Rey,. Frank Chi kane(UDF) 

3.I.The keynote speaker Rev. F.Chikane touched on the history of resistance, 
the birth. and JtBbnvapn rele~anc.e of the UDF its campaigns and more s.pecif: 
cally the MSC and its purpose. 

3 • .2 .. The only newspaper presen.t was the Diamond fields Advertnaer(DFA) with no 
photographehs on the sc.en.e. 

3.3.Ten minutes before the meeting a signature from Rev. Ft.. A.M. MAROPONG wa: 
secured.~Maropong is a prominent and outspoken person in Galeshewe.He 11 
president of the Northern Cape Council of Churches and member of KimberleJ 

( D.P.S.C •• He volunteered to take !ive(5) forms with him to continue the 
campaign. 

3 •. 4 .. When the meeting dispersed at I7b.30 already I50 signatures had been collec 
ted and people were stil~ signing. 

4 .. 0BSERVATIONS 

4 .. I.Although there was a positive response from people in Kimberley to the me= 
eting it was clear that we failed to take advantage of the potential supf 
ort th.rough our publicity. 

4.2.A very large number of the youth had responded and quite a few adults. 

4.3.Adults are not hostile but a proper approach is needeJto rally the~ 

4.4.Press coverage is very weak and not really projecting the UDF properly.An 
announcement/adveruisement instead of an article which appeared in the DFA 
on Friday I6th had failed to m~e impact on the &imberlites. 

4.5.We need an independent community newspaper to project the UDF,our organi= 
sations and activity in general in our area. 

COMPILED BY:JOMO KHASU END 

CONFIRMED BY: liC INTERIH COMMITTEE( UDF) 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
UDF UNITES/ APARTHEID DIVIDES/ 

The Hon Mrs Indira Gandhi 
Prime Minister of India 

Dear Madam 

TRANSVAAL 
REliiONJ\L OffiCE 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS STRE 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

The United Democratic trent is an organization consisting of 600 
affiliated bodies, representing two million South Africans. The 
Front was formed a year ago to oopose the further extension of 
racist oppression under the new constitution and the Koornhof 
Bills. 

The people of South Afri~a have always valued the support that 
they have enjoyed from the Government of India in their just 
struggle for a democratic, non-racial state. We write to thank 
you for the recent statements of members of your Government 
urging the Indian people of South Africa to boycott elections to 
the new racist parliament. 

We fear that the racfst regime may, nevertheless, carry through 
its plan of ramming this undemocratic constitution down our 
throats. In these circumstances, we want ·your government to know, 
that neither this constitution nor any other established without 
the people•s consent, will deter us in our struggle, which will 
continue until freedom is won. 

Pmldents: Olear Mpetha, Albertina Skulu, Archie Cumede 
bleern Cape Prftident: Edaar Naoyl 

Border President: Steve Tshwete 

NatiOMI TreasureR: Cuslm Saloojee, Mewa Rlmaobln 
National Publicity Secretary: Moslu01 'Terror' Lekou 
National Secretary: Popo Molefe 
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Draft: 1o Hon. Mrs Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister of India 

37#61 ])e-V-.< 
Dear Madam 

The United Democratic Front is an organization consisting of bOO affiliated 

bodies, representing two million South Africans. The Front was formed a year 

ago to oppose the further extension of racist oppression under the new 

constitution and the Koornhoff Bills. 

The people of South Africa have always valued the support that they have 

enjoyed from the Government of India in their just struggle for a democratic, 

non-racial state. We write to thank you X2X¥x=K~R for the recent statements 

of memvbers of your Government urging the Indian people of South Africa 

to boycott elections to the new racist parliament. 

We fear that the racist regime may, nevertheless, carry through its plan 

of ramming this undemocratic consti ttuion down our throats. In these 

circumstances, we want your government to know, that neither this constitution 

nor any other established without the people • s consent, will deter us in 

our struggle, which will continue until freedom is won. 
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United Democratic Front 
"Natal Region) If 

~--------\·----------~~~L~b 
~ P.O. Box 48060 

Qllalbm 4078 
Ttltphonu 32· 7860 

63280 

Sir, 

The United Democratic Front (UDF) wishes to draw your attention 
to a series of arbitrary bannings of a wide range of its public 
meetings to discuss your Governments new proposals on the con
stitution and the "Koornhof " Bills. 

The Front is an alliance of community, church, political, worker, 
professional, student, women and youth organisations of democratic 
and non-racial outlook. A little more than four hundred organisa
tions launched this Front on August 20 1983 at Mitchell's Plain
Cape Town. Today there are over five hundred and thirty organisa
tions affiliated to it and the number of its affiliates continues 
to grow by the week. Its importance may be gauged from the fact 
that on August 20, independent observers estimated the number of 
people represented by the UDF at 1,5 million. We can safely assert 
that there are close to two million people now represented in it. 
This is a significant section of our country's population! 

The UDF was launched for the purpose of mobilising and expressing 
opposition to the implementation of the recently enacted Constit
ution Act as well as the Black Local Authorities Act, the Orderly 
Movements and Settlement of Black Persons Bill and the Black Comm
unity Development Bill. The so-called "new deal" is being imposed 
without any consultation with the people most intimately involved 
in its implementation and is opposed also because it entrenches 
apartheid. Under it the unity of the people will be undermined, the 
workers of our country will continue to be divided along racial line 
students will continue to suffer under unequal educational opportuni 
ties, the religious and cultural life of our people will remain 
crippled, the oppression and exploitation of women will continue and 

family/ ••• 
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family life will further deteriorate. 
and non-racial sport will suffer. 

In addition recreation 

And, at a time when important debates on the future of our 
country are being conducted both at home and around the world, 
we believe that it is a great error on the part of your Govern
ment to refuse to heed the voice of all these people who comprise 
the United Democratic Front. Since the national launch of the 
UDF in August your Government has banned practically every meeting 
of the Front as well as those of its affiliates or of other 
organisations of the people who are opposed to your Apartheid 
policies. 

Your Government has gone to the extent of banning a meeting of 
the Secretariat of the UDF comprising only 10 people scheduled for 
the 8 - 9 October in Johannesburg. It is pertinent to indicate tha1 
this meeting was concerned with purely administrative matters of 
the UDF. To suggest, as your prohibition order claimed, that 
"public peace would be seriously endangered" if it went ahead, is 
as devoid of truth as it is far-fetched. 

It is clear therefore, that the banning of these meetings is 
inspired by motives other than the professed maintenance of law and 
order. And, in the context of growing opposition to your Govern
ment's proposals, it is impossible to escape the obvious conclusion 
that these bannings are calculated to create a false impression 
both internally and externally - an illusion of acquiescence in and 
support for apartheid as enshrined in the Constitution Act and 
related legislation. 

We condemn this undemocratic style of government and must remind yo~ 

that the escalating racial and violent conflict in our country and 
on its borders with our neighbours is a result of the deeds and 

misdeeds/ ••• 
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misdeeds of successive white governments since the Union Act 
in 1910. Indeed, this new set of proposals, if implemented, 
will only exacerbate rather than ameliorate human and race 
relations in this country. 

We appeal to you and your Government to desist from what is 
cle~rly a dangerous path of confrontation and conflict upon 
which you are presently intent. The authoritarian methods of 
deciding the future of our country such as the whites-only 
referendum, the banning of public meetings held for discussing 
it and the suppression of any meaningful opposition to your 
apartheid grand designs can only land our country and its 
people in disaster. 

We sincerely believe that a speedy and harmonious solution to 
the country's problems can be found. To this end we call upon 
your Government not to implement the Constitution Act and not 
to enact the Koornhof Bills. We urge you to release all 
political prisoners unconditionally, to lift the bans on those 
who are silenced and restricted and to recall those who have 
been forced into exile by the inhuman and racist policies of 
successive White majority Governments. The chosen leaders of 
all our country's people can then sit together in an atmosphere 
free of fear and suspicion to work out a constitution based on 
the will of the people- a constitution acceptable to all. 

As a first step in this democratic direction we suggest that you 
refrain from banning public meetings convened by the UDF, its 
affiliates and other organisations opposed to apartheid. As mature 
and responsible citizens we have ah obligation to participate in 
the process of shaping the future of our country. It would be 
irresponsible of us to sit back complacently and entrust such a 

grave/ ••• 
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grave responsibility to one racial group -whether that group 
be Black or White. 

Your Government must heed this voice of reason, respond to 
the urgency of this moment in our country's history, and abandon 
its present disastrous course. 

Yours sincerely, 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

P. 0. Box 25063 
FERRE IRASTOWN· 

2048 

The U!:I~:::::::D ::;::.:OC?..,;\TIC uO!':T, is e::lb:lrldng en a :.:.illic:-1 sicnature 
c~pais,n ~~ p~rt of i:s opposition to the ~o c~llod =~fo~ (new 
co~stitution ~nd the Koc~~of bills). 

~ ... ..,..;...,~.a."'.;- ~.:~""'·",1"'-~ ~~-'1"'\!"'.;~ ~1-~ ~r'~ 't~r.;11 ,_~ , .... ...,,,..:"".- u·-·r"T"' ~ 
~~-·-:...» "'··..,....:;) w.&.~••··""~""' ""-....,-::--;.,:,·• -., ......... lt.IJ.;• ··•- ·- w-..... ..-.L •• u J:'-'•-t,;..;. 
~.: 1,..; on ~ -"-:~ ..... ,~ .:..~ .... ..: ,...,.,....-;~ ~o ,.,P-or.~~..,.~~:3 ·~""~~;,... '"'0 ~..,.,..~.; ,...~ 0~ "'!-1·1n T":(l1!'T ._...... ___ ... wv ... \''"'· _ _. • ._._ 4 .. - t.. _., •••• ...,;J--w- ""•·-'-- •-.,;t--.#-~•- _ ~ ... - _J._, •• 

co::.s1;i tutic:: c.nd the ~~oo:-rJ.:of 'bil.:.s and ic~entify concret-=ly with 
the ?rent. 

The ca~p~isn pro=ises to be ve~· difficult, yet exciting. I~ 
p=ovides us ~~th the opport~~ty tc ~alk to a~ ~an; people as 
~ozzible, abo"tA.t our orgc.nisations, the tJ.:)? ~:ld ~"bout ths nai'l 
CO:lsti tuticn :Lnd the Y.oorr~cf bills. J.:any :people ·.rill he:::.r =ore 
abo"tA.t the people's oreanisations ~n~ th~ evils of ~P~=tteid. 
:'h~ world ·::ill k::ow the truth abo:..t tl:.e fraud of ?.71. Bot~a·s 
r~!'O::t":CS. 

Cur Ca .. _•l .... o !'\,, "".:>""c~=> "n;< -~,...,.::.c.~- .. o-nn- 1-lo_, ..... ,.. :~.r:o..,..:.,..~n-~ 
otl c._.- ~:.:;c.,;;. · ........... -.A ..., __ ._ ~tw~..w. ..- \ ~ ·:.,j ;:;, '""'"u •• ··•·-"""''""-• ,.:-, 

p~rticip::-:t9 a.-: all l:~vels du.:·ir.~ the ca:::pc.i£r.. ·:te !:.U~t 
e.s in:1i·V:.1~ls, as o~gar.isations, as c11u.rch people ::tc. 

·:;e ;..u::t carr:r t?le ~o.rdpc.ign .... to tl:e psople. 
1:0! -:o c.pc..rtr~~id anc. sa.::l 1..:.~! to tlla w-:,F. 

All of us 

is to 
p:.r~.i ·::ip:::. :-e 

Eov;e-rer, wit~;.out the involve:lent of your c-rganisc.tion as ·;,•ell as 
tl:o.:'.; of ot!:er crc:;a.nisaticns of the people, s1:eet '.vords use·i ~o 
moti-v-ate for this cam.:9aign will ren~ir: e::nty phrase a..'"'ld slogans. 

-2. 

/we therefore 
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·::e therefore invite your ore::.nisa.tion to be p~~rt o:' this ca::r.>::.i-n • 
. ;e !:..S~~ you to ur.i te ir.acticn '!,•1i th l1ur.!reC:.s of ~hct-=.::'.r::l:· "J:'""' c.i= -
,..eo .... l=- ··rho h·-· .. e .,, ,..o ... d~- ·;o.; ,.,ed •r.e c.., ..... .,.;..,...... .!:' J.:l -f ~ .;...• ,;...~--..:. .j IJ _.4~ '-'•• '--·-l.·~·•(.)•U•e 

OUJ"' v.nity o:t -:his sta.::e is •:ar~· cn;.~in.l. I-: is :o us u r:riority. 
'Tt -ig h.; rrh 0"" •'1-!o ... c:-en~ ... 0~ .......... e s .... .,...,. __ ,,.. .., ,....; , ... _ ......... - .......... ,..,.;d ... n,:: 
.... .... -'-o •· ...... '-c:;, ....... "" "'•• "'"' '"~6-'"' ""'o..,c;.;. •• ;:, '- ·.;..::-• ..... ~,;..., ..... ..... 

e:{~lci tation. !.et us tl1erefor seize tl'l1.: ::o::.snt to u::i tc r ... :ai:l~t 
?otha' s r.ev1 br<:lnd of apartheid. Let un co:ltir.u.~ to ~n:-ich our 
~roud tradition of resistanca. 

Shaull :~·ou need c.::-:.· 
'.7e ·.vill the!l set up 
-:~e ca::p::.i gn. 

loCJ~:i:lg !'orw:!.rd to ~·otu- co - operaticr.. 

:Popo :.:olefe 
( U~P G ~~3?~.:l.:: 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



AL48 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



JNiiiD DEMOCRATIC FRONT NATIONAL OFFIC 
., 

DF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS 51 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29·1916 
29-1917 

19 October 1984 

Dear Friends 

\\'e in the UDF ldsh to thank you for your close co-operation and 
participation in the campaign against the elections. Through our 
joint efforts \-.re \\ritnessed major gains by the people to effect the 
strongest possible resistance to the schemes of the Nats. 

The government's response to the victory of the anti-election 
caT!lpaign has been an attack on the democratic forces. The success 
of our joint efforts has pushed the state to desperation in an 
attempt to contain our struggle fonoJard. Initially this desperation 
manifested itself in false propaganda, detention of activists and 
leaders, banning of meetings, etc. Since these attempts have failed 
they have opted for more sophisticated action, the most obvious 
being Le Grange's threat to ban the UDF. But also we note the 
publicised paper entitled "Trade Unionism and Revolution" '"herein 
General P. J. Coetzee emphasises the danger of trade unionism, 
where he urges industrialists to assist in the establishment of an 
alternative viel-1 to this :•evil of trade unionism ••• ". 

No doubt this is an attemnt to lay the basis for even greater 
control and repression of trade unions. Such repression is not 
unrelated to the threat to ban the UDF, and '"e therefore believe that 
nOlv, more than ever before, we must join forces in our challenge to the 
legitimacy of state structures. 

Joint action lays the basis for future working tmi t)' and it is at times 
like this that it is essential that links alread)' established are 
cemented. For this reason our regional secretary \rlll be inviting 
your union to a meeting in the near future. 

Greetings and solidarity 

~ 
TREVOR MA.~ 
Actin~ General Secretary 

President~: Olar Mpeth&, Albenina Sisulu, Archie Cumede 
la$1ern Cape President: Edgu Ngoyl 

Border President: Steve Tshwete 

National Treasurers: C1nim ~loojee, Mew1 bmgobin 
National Publicity Secreury: Mosiuoa 'Terror' Lelr.ota 
National ~cretary: Popo Moh~fe 
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NITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
Jf UNITES/ APARTHEID DIVIDES/ 

Dear Friends 

19 October 1984 

NATIONAL OFFII 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VJLLIERS S 
JOHANNESBURC 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

We in the UDF wish to thank you for your close co-operation and 
participation in the campaign against the elections. Through our 
joint efforts we witnessed major gains by the people to effect the 
strongest possible resistance to the schemes of the Nats. 

The government's response to the victory of the anti-election 
campaign has been an attack on the democratic forces. The success 
of our joint efforts has pushed the state to desperation in an 
attempt to contain our struggle forward. Initially this desperation 
manifested itself in false propaganda, detention of activists and 
leaders, banning of meetings, etc. Since these attempts have failed 
they have opted for more sophisticated action, the most obvious 
being Le Grange's threat to ban the UDF. But also we note the 
publicised paper entitled "Trade Unionism and Revolution" ,.,..herein 
General P. J. Coetzee emphasises the danger of trade unionism, 
where he urges industrialists to assist in the establishment of an 
alternative view to this "evil of trade unionism ••• ". 

No doubt this is an attempt to lay the basis for even greater 
control and repression of trade unions. Such repression is not 
unrelated to the threat to ban the UDF, and we therefore believe that 
no,.,.., more than ever before, we must join forces in our challenge to the 
legitimacy of state structures. 

Joint action lays the basis for future working unity and it is at times 
like this that it is essential that links already established are 
cemented. For this reason our regional secretary will be inviting 
your union to a meeting in the near future. 

Greetings and solidarity 

~ 
TREVOR NANUEL 

Acting General Secretary 

Presidents: 0\ar Mpetha, Albenina Si•ulu, Archie Cumede 
la•tern Cape President: Edsu Nsoyi 

Border President: Steve T•hwete 

NJtional Treuurefl: Canlm Saloojee, Mew• R1mgobin 
NJtional Publicity Secretuy: Mosiuoa 'Terror' Lelt011 
NJtional Secretary: Popo Molele 
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/-#1 A L"~-~ ,, 
.REPORT OF THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT HELD 

_21 I7 AND IS DECEM13ER I983 IN THE FEATHER MARICET HALL IN PORI' ELIZA13E~ 

I. REGIONS REPRESENTED 

THE FOLLOWING REGIONS WERE REPBESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE1 

( i) TRANSVAAL 
(ii) NATAL 

(iii) WESTERN CAPE 
(iv) :BORDER 

vi) NORTHEBN CAPE (INTERIM) 1
7) EASTERN CAPE 

vii) ORANGE FREE STATE DELEGATES (UNSTRUCTURED) 

2. THE CONFERENCE ST ARTE:!> AT IO - 20 AM. 

2.I CHAIRPERSONS : (i) MR. TREVOR M.!Nm:L 

(ii) XR. R.A.M. SALOOJEE 

(iii~ REV. MCI:BISI XUNDU 

2. 2 WELCOME :BY COMRADE EDGAR NGOYI PRESIDENT OF THE EASTERN CAPE 
REGION. HE SAID THE "DISCUSSIONS MUST !!>VANCE TH3 INTEREST OF 
UNITY''. 

2.3 OPENING ADDRESS :BY COMRADE PRESIDENT ARCHIB GUMEDE 

IN HIS A'DDRESS Tim PRESIDENT TRACED THJ HISTORY OF :B THE EXCLUSION 
OF THE AFRICAN'S AND THEIR ALLIED NATIONAL GROUPS - THE COLOUR'S:D A.."m 
INDIANS. 'l'HE EFFECTS OF EXCLUSION OF THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE 
RESULTE:!> IN A DEVELOPZGNT OF POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF THOSE 
3XCLtDED, THE PRES! DENT SAID. 

HE ALSO EMPHASIZED TBE NEED TO UNDZRSTAND DEMOC'R.ACY AND TO PRACTICE 
IT IN THE DAY TO DAY INTERACTION OF ORGA1HZ.!TIONS AND :n:TH THE 
MASSES. 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED TRAT : 

(i) PRESID~ OSCAR WAS PRESENT 

(ii) COMRADE MKHALIPI (PE) WAS PRESENT 

(iii) :BISHOP DESMOND TUTU HAD ACC3PTE:!> THE PATRONAGE OF TH3 
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT. 

2.5 ME:SSAGES 

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGES WERE READ : 

(i) PETTITION SIGNED :BY 34 ORGANISATIONS FROM OVERSEASE PLEDGING 
SOLIDARITY WITH THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND REJECTnlG THE 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA CONSTITUTION. 

(ii) INSPIRT~~ •••••• 
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(ii) INSPIRING MESSAGE FROM DR. ALLEN BOESAK. 

2. 6 SECRETARIAT REPORT - -
A SECBET.ARIAT REPORT iiAS PRESENTED BY THE GENERAL SECRETARY POPO MOLEFE 
THE REPORT COVERED THE FOLLO~HNG ASPECTS 

(i) THE STATE CRISIS AND ITS RESPONSE TO THE CRISIS. 

( ii) THE D:oiOCRATIC MOvmtENT 

(iii) EVALUATION OF THE WORK OF THE UNITED DEf.10CRATIC FRONT. 

(iv) FUTURE STR..;.TEGIES AND THE TASKS AHEAD. 

2.6.I. PLENARY SESSION 

THE SECRETARIAL R3PORT ~AS DISCUSSED IN PLENARY. TilE FOLLOi-liNG 
POINTS EMERGED -

THAT THE REPORT AND THE UDF PERSE DID NOT ADDRESS THE QUESTIO OF 
Im'oiOVALS AN:!' RELOCATIONS ADEQUATELY. A CALL WAS MADE BY THE NOTHERN 
CAPE REGION TO THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE NOT TO POSTPONE A PROGR~1ME 
ON REMOVALS AND RESETTLEMENTS. 

TRAT REPORT DID NOT ADDRESS THE STATE'S NEW HOUSING POLICY, THE 
WHOLE HOUSING CRISIS, THE 99 YEARS LEASE ETC. 

THAT THE DAY TO DAY ACTIVITIES OF ORGANIZATIONS MUST BE INTERGRATED 
INTO THE PROGRL~E OF THE UNITED D~{OCRATIC FRONT. 

THAT TACTICS AND STRATEGIES HAD TO BE EVALUATED FROM TIME TO TIME 
IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT CORRECT POLITICAL DECISIONS ARE MADE. 

THAT TACTICS AND STRATEGIES MUST NOl' UNDERMINE THE UNITY OF THE 
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT. 

THAT THE ROLE OF THE YOUTH MUST BE CLEARLY DEFINED. P.AR'l'ICULARLY 
IN VIE"Ii OF THE MUSHROOMING OF MANY YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS. 

THAT ADEQUATE CONSULT.ATIONS MUST TAKE PLACE WITH YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS. 

~.6.2 COMMISSIONS 

FIVE COMMIS~IONS WERE FORMED (ON CROSS FERriLISATION BASIS) 

THE COMBINE REPORT BACKS OF THE COMMISSION MADE THESE POINTS 

THAT CHURCHES, ORGANIZATIONS, UNICNS, TEACHERS ETC. HAD TO BE 
DRAWN INTO THE FRONT. 

THAT UDF DECLARATIONS MUST BE ADOPTED INTO A PRAYER IN ORDER 
FOR IT TO HAVE AN APPEAL ON THE CHURCH. 

THAT MORE AREA COMMITTEES MUST BE FORMED BY REGIONS. 

THAT THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT MUST CONSIDER EMPLOYING FULL TIME 
0 ~.ANIZERS. 
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). ~ PAPER ON REFERANDUM (STATE STRATEGY OF CO ::_2PTION) BY COM~ 

ERIC MOLOBI 

).I PAPER 

THE PAPER DID NOT TAKE A POSITION ON THE REFERANDUM. IT COVERED 
:BROADLY I 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TACTICS, STRATEGIES AND POLICIES. 

OPERATIONAL OBJECTIVES OF THE U!liTED DEMOCRATIC FRONT. 

).2 REGIONAL MANDATES/RESPONSE 

(i) NATAL MOTIVATED FOR PARTICIPATION FOR A NO VOTE. REGION WAS 
UNANIMOUS ON PARTICIPATION 

{ii) NORTHERN CAPE WAS ALSO UNANIMOUS ON PA:l'l'ICIPATION FOR A NO 
VOTE. 

(iii) BORD-ER REGION UNANI:.lOUS ON A :BOY:»>'T POSITION :BUT WERE 
PREPARED TO ACCEPl'~AJORITY DECISION. 

(iv) WESTERN CAPE DIVIDED :BETWEEN PARTICIPATION AND :BOYCOTT. 

(r) ORANGE FREE STATE CALLED FOR A BOYCOTT. 

(vi) EASTERN CAPE DIVIDED :BETWEEN PARTICIPATION AND :BOYCOTT. 

(vii) TRANSVL~L DIVIDED :BETWEEN PARTICIPATION .~ BOYCOTT. 

). 3 COMMISSIONS ON REFERANDtn4 

TH3 CONFERE.ANCE :BROKE INTO FIVE COl4MISSIONS TO DISCUSS THE BEST 
TACTICS THAT COULD BEST DISORGAN~ZE THE STATE IMPLEMANTATION OF 
TBE CONSTITUTION. 

).).I THE FOLLOWING POINTS WERE NOTABLE FROM REPORTS OF VARIOUS 
COl.fi4ISSI ONS. 

TDRE WAS A VERY DISCEI!NA:BLE LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TACTICS AND STRATEGIES ON ONE HJ~D AND 
PRINCIPLES ON THE OTHER HAND. 

LACK OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PARTICIPATION 
IN THE REFERANDUM AND COLLABORATION WITH THS GOVERMENT. 

IT WAS DIFICULT TO RECONCILE THE BOYCOTT TACTIC USED .AGAINST 
BL.AA .AND THE NEED TO CHANGE .A TACTIC IN THE CASE OF THE REFERANDUM 

FEAR THAT CALLING FOR AN ETHUC REFERAN'DUM ON THE PART OF THE UDF 
WOULD BE A NEGATION OF THE NON - RACIAL PRINCIPLE. 
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STRAW VOTE 

A STRAW VOTE TAKEN AFTER COMMISSIONS REPORT BACKS INDICATED THE 
THE FOLLO~o/ING: 

THAT 55% OF THE DELEGATES WAS FOR A NO VOTE WHILST 45~ WAS FOR 
.A BOYCOTT OF THE HEFERANDUM. NO CONSUSUS WAS REACHED ON HEFERANDUM. 

3.4 3I PERSON COMMISSION 

A COMMISSION COMPRISING OF A TOTAL OF 3I DEL~GATES FROM ALL 
REGIONS WAS FORMED TO FIND A COPROMISE POSITION ON THE REFERANDUM 

(VIZ ON THE NO VOTE AND BOYCOTT POSITIONS) 

3. 4. I COMPOSITION OF C01-iMISSION 

WESTERN CAPE, NATAL AND TRANSVAAL SF.VEN DELEGATES EACH 
EASTERN CAPE 4 
BO:IDER 3 
NORTHERN CAPE 2 
ORANGE FREE STATE I 

3.4.2 RECill~DATIONS OF COMMISSION 

THE C0~4ISSION RECOMMENDED THAT 

THE UDF ALLO~of ITS AFFILIATES FLEXIBILITY OF TACTICS TO SHOW 
REJECTION OF THE REFERA.NDUM. 

THAT THE REGIONS DISCUSS THE RECOr~{ENDATIONS AND GIVE FE8D BACKS 
1'0 THE ~lJ·~Tiu!.J..:.L SECRETARIAT FOR NATIONAL EXECUTI'/3 COUNCIL CONSIDERATION! 
THESE RECOY~~~DATIONS ft~1E ADOPTED. 

pl INFUT ON CONSCRIPTION 

-SHORT INPUT ON CONSCRIPTION 1iAS GIV3N BY COlUt-\DE JON.o\THAN DE VRIES. 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS AMONGST OTHERS WERE MADE BY TH:!: PAPER ON CONSCRIPTION. 

THAT CONSCRIPTION WAS ESSENTIALLY A POLITIQ~ ISSUE. THSREFORE A POLITICAL 
CAMPAIGN a-\D TO BE ORGANIZED AROUND THE ISSUE. 

DEFINITE STRUCTURES MUST I~ ~REATED TO SPEARHEAD THE CAMPAIGN 

CAMPAIGN MUST GO THROUGH PHASES EDUCATION AND ACTIVI'l'Y: "PERIODS FOCUS 
WEEKS, ~ORKSHOPS ETC. 

RELATIONSHIP BET~EEN THE COLOURED, INDIAN AND AFRICAN YOUTH VIS - A VIS 
CONSCRIPTION BE CLEARLY DEFINED. 

UNEJ.1PLOYMENT, DE."'.JIAL OF SECTION IO RIGHTS ETC. WOULD RESULT lHTH AF.BICANS 
BEING AFFECTED"'BY MILITARY RECROITMEN'T. 

THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN AFRICAN SCHOOLS MUST BE EXAr.UNED CAREFULLY. 

THE ~UESTION OF CONSCRIPTION WAS NOT DISCUSSED ADEQUATELY. HOWEVER THE CONF

EBENCE RECOMMENDED THAT THE MATTER BE DISCUSSED FURTF'"'J:R AT REGIONAL LEVEL. 
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5· SIGll.A.TUBli: CAXPA.ICll 

6. 

5· I INPUT PAPER ON THE SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN PRESENTED BY COMRADE 
YUNIS M.AliOM.ED WAS ADOPTED. 

TIME LIMIT FOR SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN WAS SET AS JANUARY I984 TO MAY I984 

5· 2 BREAK - DOW OF SIGNATURE 

IT WAS AGREED THAT REGIONS WOULD BE ALLOCATED SIGNATURES AS FOLLOWS a 

REGION I 
SIGNATURE !0 BE OOLLECTED 

I. TRANSVAAL 300 000 

2. WESTERN CAPE 300 000 

). NATAL 300 000 

4· EASTEBN CAPE IOO 000 

5· BORDER 50 000 

6. !lORTIIEHN GAPE 25 000 

1· O. F. S. 25 000 

TOTAL IIOO 000 

--
RESOLUTIONS 

A NUMBER OF RESOLUTIONS WAS AOOPTED ON VARIOUS Q.U'SSTIONS AFFECTIN THE 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

7 COMMElJTS BY CHAIRPERSON (DR. R. A. M. SALOOJEE) 

AT TO END OF THE TWO DAYS CONFERENCE COMRADE DR. SALOOJEE COMMEJ~TED 

11 WE HAVE REACHED THE END OF TWO DAYS OF INTENSE DELIBERATIONS ENRICHED 
WITH THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROBLEMS OF OUR AFFILIATES AND THE TASKS 
AHEAD" 

8 :CLOSURE 

PRESIDENT OSCAB MPETHA GAVE A CLOSING ADD~.ESS 

HERS ARE SOME OF THE POINTS HE MENTIONED IN HIS ADDRESS: 

WE MUST ALL AGGEE AGREE THAT THE SPIRITS OF DEBATE A.'iD DELIBERATIONS 
WAS ilONDERroL. 

IN THE LONG AND HARD ROAD OF STRUGGLE UNITY I>IDST BE PERSUED TO THE JOYFUL 
OR BITTER END. 

T~ ATTAINM~T ••••• 
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'rU ATTA.Imlli:NT OJ' OUR GOAL OF FREEDOM WILL !E D~ERMINED !T OUR UNITY. 

Wi: NEli:D TO IMPROVE ON THE PACE OF OUR MOVEMENT. 

~ MUST NOT Bli:PEAT OUR PREVIOUS MISTAKES OF EXCLUDING THE MIGRANT WORXRRS 
FROM OUR STBUOOLR. 

8.2 NATIONAL ANTHEM 

AT THE END OF THE CONFERENCE THE NATIONAL ANTREM WAS SUNG. 

9. -boc.u M e_1-l T.O..: C·~ U:::) N F E:C.JC.. • .,:: C...e:, 

THE roLLO'WING DOCUMENTS ABE A.VAILAl3LE AT THE READ OFFICE, ON R'S:Q.UEST -

I. SECBETABIAL BEPORT .. 
2. PAPli:R ON REFERANDUM. 
). R8SOLUTIONS OF THE CONFERENCE. 
4• RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMIS'JION ON REFERANDUM. 
5. SIGNATURE DRA?l' FORM. 
6. PAPli:R ON SIGNATURE CAMPAIGN. 

COMPILE !Y- PC>PO MOLEFE 
GENERAL SECRETARY 
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UDF AND THE NE'Y SOUTH AFRICAN CONSTITUTION 

A • PREAMBLE : --------
At the UDF Conference in Port Elizabeth last month, south 
Africa's constitutional arrangement came under the spot
light. UDF's response to the situation was discussed 
exhaustively and it came out clearly that conflicted exis
ted among delegates and no consensus could be reached. 

At issue was whether UDF should participate in or boycott 
a referendum o£ ncoloureds 11 and 11 Indians 11 to test accep
tance o£ the new constitution. 

since no consensus was reached, UDF member regions were 
asked to go back home and address the matter once more 
before it is again submitted £or discussion. A Commission 
was appointed in Port Elizabeth to deal with the matter. 
We are required to look at the commission's recommendations 
and formulate our response to the referendum. 

Hereunder follows an exposition a£ the line we took at the 
P.E. Conference. 

Which referendum is being addressed? Botha's or one called 
by the UDF? 

(1) Botha's Referendum: 
The Koornhof bills £rom which emanate the referendum 
issue are not to be seen in isolation from the total 
apartheid strategy. They are the logical and neees. 
sary culmination of a long process of domination; 
division and exploitation. Even for the racists, p~in
ciples are fixed, strategies are medium term and ta~ 
tics are flexible and sort term. 

(a) 

(b) 

{c) 

Apartheid and the "cleansing of south Africa of all 
non-wh~ tes" is the basic principle upon which the 
government in South Africa operates. 
The Constitutional proposals are one of the stra. 
tegies o£ Botha and his cohorts (c£. Bantustans; 
community councils; c.M.c•s, etc). 
The Referendum is a tactic which the government 
and ~ts scullaries may opt £or in the present 
crisis. 

Our response to these is our total rejection of both 
the principle as well as strategies and tactics of the 
government. The biggest question is how to do this 
effectively and in a principled manner. 

The answer to this question should not be arrived at 
by dint of discussion but by empirical scientific 
approach. Our context and experience should be taken 
seriously as we attempt to answer this question. 

2/ ••• vle are dealing ••• 
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We are dealing here with a "tough state" which is not 
in an immediate crisis of collapse -- although the 
state is in a serious crisis. We are also dealing here 
with a crook of a player in this game -- south Africa 
is a stranger to fair play when it comes to things that 
threaten its very principles and strategies. Moreover, 
the delegates from both the Western cape and Transvaal 
have indicated that their communities (='Coloureds 11 and 
"Indians") may still vote "Yes" as a result of lack of 
guidance or through being cheated at the polls. 

The referendum arises from a racist situation and will 
be on racist lines ( Coloureds" and aindians"). For 
this reason, p?.rticipation therein will lead to the 
flouting of our principles -- non-racialism. Whatever 
strategies we ?dopt should not go against our princi
ples. 

The "Non vote campaign seems to be a weak and dangerous 
tactic. We may be losers in the manipulated polls and 
find ourselves in an embarrassing situation of having 
tocampaign for a boycott of the elections emanating from 
a referendum we have participated in. For this reason 
we agitate for a call to boycott both the referendum, if 
it is called, as well as the elections. This means more 
organisation work on the part of our activist. 

The boycott should not be seen as a perm2-nent strategy. 
It is a viable tactic. in our context and experience. 
We have no reason to think it needs to be changed. It 
is not a passive tactic. Active camp~igning and mobi
lisation is essential for it to succeed. 

(2) UDF 1s Referendum: 
If the referendum is called by t~e UDF, there are still 
dangers there. It will be a bad tactic for the UDF to 
use-- a racist referendum to solve the situation. 
Irrespective of who calls for it, an ethnic referendum 
is racist and is bad tactics. 

As for using it to "demonstrate mobilisation skills to 
the Africans (NEC) is a bad argument and is clso tinged 
with racism. The struggle is not a forum where races or 
even tribes are engaged in demonstration of skills. The 
end goal of the struggle is liberation not conviction. 
This goes for strc.tegies and tactics to be employed by 
the people. 

Above ell, if the UDF calls for a referendum of whatever 
kind, this would imply the acceptance of the illusion 
that our problems con still be solved by constitutional 
means involving aresponsible internal leaders .r' To 
accept this, we believe, would be a grave mistake. If 
other people think constitutional solutions are still 
possible, we need to be told openly and in a hurry. 

3/ ••• C. CONCLUSION: ••• 
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To sum up, we stand for a total non-participation in any refe
rendum. This is based on our experience and context. We also 
believe that it is the best non-confusing tactic that readily 
would gain the support of many people. If other regions have 
tactics that work for them, let them not be misled to think 
that they can work on a national basis. 
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UDF /\ND THE CONSTITUTION 

A. PREAMBLE: --------
At the UDF Conference in Port Elizabeth last month, South 
Africa's constitutional arrangement came under the spot
light. UDF's response to the situation was discussed 
exhaustively and it came out clearly that conflicted exis
ted among delegates and no consensus could be reached. 

At issue was whether UDF should participate in or boycott 
a referendum of "Coloureds 11 and "Indians" to test accep
tance of the new constitution. 

Since no consensus was reached, UDF member regions were 
asked to go back home and address the matter once more 
before it is again submitted for discussion. A Commission 
was appointed in Port Elizabeth to deal with the matter. 
We are required to look at the commission's recommendations 
and formulate our response to the referendum. 

Hereunder follows an exposition o£ the line we took at the 
P.E. Conference. 

B. TOTAL REJECTION: ---------------
Which referendum is being addressed? Botha's or one called 
by the UDF? 

(1) Botha's Referendum: 
The ICoornhof bills from which emanate the referendum 
issue are not to be seen in isolation from the total 
apartheid strategy. They are the logical and neces. 
sary culmination of a long process of domination; 
division and exploitation. Even for the racists, prin
ciples are fixed, strategies are medium term and tae
tics are flexible and sort term. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Apart;heid and the "cleansing of south Africa o£ all 
non-whl.tes" is the basic principle upon which the 
government in south Africa operates. 
The Cons ti tu tiona 1 proposals are one of the s tra .. 
tegies of Botha and:hl.s cohorts (cf. Bantustans; 
community councils; c.M.C's, etc). 
The Referendum is a tactic which the government 
and l.ts scullaries may opt for in the present 
crisis. 

Our respo~e to these is our total rejection of both 
the principle as well as strategies and tactics of the 
government. The biggest question is how to do this 
effectively and in a principled manner. 

The answer to this question should not be arrived at 
by dint of discussion but by empirical scientific 
approach. Our context and experience should be taken 
seriousiy as we attempt to answer this question. 

~/ ••• We are dealing ••• 
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We are dealing here '\Vith a "tough state:1 which is not 
in an immediate crisis of collapse -- although the 
state is in a serious crisis. We arc also dealing here 
with a crook of a pl~yer in this game -- south Africa 
is a stranger to fair play when it comes to things that 
threaten its very principles and strategies. Moreover, 
the delegates from both the Western cape and Transvaal 
have indicated that their communities (acoloureds" and 
"Indians") may still vote "Yes" as a result o£ lack o£ 
guidance or through being cheated at th~ polls. 

The referendum arises from a racist situation and will 
be on racist lines ( Coloureds" and arndians 11 ). For 
this reasonJ p~rticipation therein will lead to the 
£louting o£ our principles -- non-racialism. Whatever 
strategies we ~dept should not go against our princi
ples. 

The 11 NO" vote campaign seems to be a weak and dangerous 
tactic. We may be losers in the manipulated polls and 
find ourselves in an embarrassing situation of having 
tocampaign for a boycott of the elections emanating from 
a referendum we have participated in. For this reason 
we agitate for a call to boycott both the referendum, if 
it is called, as well as the elections. This means more 
organisation work on the part of our activist. 

The boycott should not be seen as a perm~nent strategy. 
It is a viable tactic, in our context and experience. 
We have no reason to think it needs to be changed. It 
is not a passive tactic. Active campaigning and mobi
lisation is essential for it to succeed. 

(2) UDF 1s Referendum: 
I£ the referendum is called by the UDF, there are still 
dangers there. It will be a bad tactic for the UDF to 
use-- a racist referendum to solve the situation. 
Irrespective of who calls far it, an ethnic referendum 
is racist and is bad tactics. 

As for using it to demonstrate mobilisation skills to 
the Africansn (NEe) is a b~d argument and is ~lso tinged 
with racism. The struggle is not a forum where races or 
even tribes are engaged in demonstration~£ skills. The 
end goal of the struggle is liberation not conviction. 
This goes for strategies and tactics to be employed by 
the people. 

Above ell, if the UDF calls for v referendum of whatever 
kind, this would imply the acceptance of the illusion 
that our problems can still be solved by constitutional 
means involving ares pons ible internal lecders. n To 
accept this, we believe, would be a grave mistake. If 
other people think constitutional solutions are still 
possible, we need to be told openly and in a hurry. 

3/ ••• C. CONCLUSION! ••• 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



- 3-

C. CONCLUSION: ----------
To sum up, we stand for a total non-participation in any refe
rendum. This is based on our experience and context. We also 
believe that it is the best non-conftising tactic that readily 
would gain the support of many people. If other regions have 
tactics thot work for them, let them not be misled to think 
that they can work on a national basis. 
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THE DEMANDS OF THE UDF AND THE ANTI-ELECTION CAMFAIGN. 

At the National Executive of the United Democratic Front, 

held in Bloemfontein on 21.07.84, discussion took place as 

to what sort of demands the UDF should put forward during 

the course of the anti-election campaign. This discussion 

had risen out of a need felt by all regions of the UDF to 

put forward a clear alternative to the new constitution 

and·to provide direction and leadership to the broad masses 

of our people whom we are asking not to vote on August 22 

and 29. 

The NEC stated f~rmly that because any demands put forward 

by the UDF relate directly to the overall policy of the 

UDF, decisions could only be taken after thorough discussion 

in all regions and at all levels. The NEC has however sub

mitted a suggested outline for discussion in all regions: 

a) Our view of the future.It was generally agreed that the 

broad demands of the UDF, as written in our Declaration, 

should be emphasised. ~his would include our vision of a 

non-racial democratic South Africa in a unified country, 

based on the right of all adults to vote In addition, our 

vision includesthe participation in, and the democratic 

control of all institutions by the people, as well as the 

democratic control of resources. 

b) Our method of struggle. It was also felt that while 

projecting our long-term demands, it is also necessary to 

emphasise the method of struggle that we have adopted, in 

order to emphasise the differences between us and those 

elements who have adopted the path of collaboration. In 

this regard, the UDF has chosen to base itself on the 

organisations of the people, that our organisations are 

in themselves non racial and democratic with the leadership 

directly responsible to the ~~b~~ship. In addition, our 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



organisations work outside of the constitutional system as 

derined by the apartheid regime. 

c) Our immediate demands. There was common agreement that 

the projectton of demands such as democracy, freedom and non

racialism were in themselves too abstract, and that during 

the anti election campaign, more specific demands need to be 

made. A number of suggestions were put forward: 

1) Release of all political prisoners 
2) Unbanning of organisations and individuals 
3) Return of exiles 

4) Repeal of pass laws/ stop pass arrests 

5) Repeal of security legislation 

6) Stop forced removals 

7) Repeal of Coloured Labour Preference Area policy 

8) The demand for all South Africans to take part in the 

drawing up of a new constitution. This demand would in

clude the demand for a National Convention/ Constituent 

Assembly or People's Assembly, with the necessary pre-

conditions emphasised. 
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THE DEMANDS OF THE UDF AND THE ANTI-ELECTION CAMF~rrGN. 

At the National Executive of the United Democratic Front, 

held in Bloemfontein on 21.07.84, discussion took place as 

to what sort of demands the UDF should put forward during 

the course of the anti-election campaign. This discussion 

had risen out of a need felt by all regions of the UDF to 

put forward a clear alternative to the new constitution 

and to provide direction and leadership to the broad masses 

of our people whom we are asking not to vote on August 22 

and 29. 

The NEC stated firmly that because any demands put forward 

by the UDF relate directly to the overall policy of the 

UDF, decisions could only be taken after thorough discussion 

in all regions and at all levels. The NEC has however sub

mitted a suggested outline for discussion in all regions: 

a) Our view of the future.It was generally agreed that the 

broad demands of the UDF, as written in our Declaration, 

should be emphasised. ~his would include our vision of a 

non-racial democratic South Africa in a unified country, 

based on the right of all adults to vote. In addition, our 

vision includesthe participation in, and the democratic 

control of all institutions by the people, as well as the 

democratic control of resources. 

b) Our method of struggle. It was also felt that while 

projecting our long-term demands, it is also necessary to 

emphasise the method of struggle that we have adopted, in 

order to emphasise the differences between us and those 

elements who have adopted the path of collaboration. In 

this regard, the UDF has chosen to base itself on the 

organisations of the people, that our organisations are 

in themselves non racial and democratic with the leadership 

directly responsible to the ~~b~~ship. In addition, our 
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A. AUGUST ELECTIONS: 

On August 22 the South African government will hold the first 

elections under the New Constitution Act to determine the member

ship of the House of Coloured Representatives and that of the 

Indian Delegates. 

But the United Democratic front will call on the two affected 

communities to refuse participation by boycotting these undemocratic 

elections. 

We remind the people of South Africa that since this country became 

a Union in 1910 successive white governmetns have either summarily 

or progressively deprived other sections of the population of 

political power whilst tightening white hold on and monopoly of that 

power. The declaration of the republic in 1961, now the implementa

tion of the New Constitution Act and continuation with the Homeland 

policies in total disregard of the views and feelings of other racial 

groups are monumental reminders of that monopoly of power by White 

South Africans. 

The August elections must be opposed because they are a further 

legitimisation of white domination since the White House will 

continue single-handedly to detrmine what laws may or may not be 

enacted. These elections will only place responsibility for 

Apartheid laws on Coloured and Indian groups without prociding them 

with power to carry out such responsibility. 

In pursuance of the boycott campaign the UDf activists are already 

combining the million signature campaign and blitzes with explaining 

to the masses the stance of the front towards those elections. 

We are aware that field workers and some officials of pro-government 

parties like the Labour Party, People's Congress Party and National 

People's Party have been poaching for forced votes by threatening 
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people with arrest or withdrawal of pension or other benefits if they 

do not vote in August We shall treat it as our special oblication 

from now on to teach our people that IT IS LAWFUL NOT TO VOTE. 

Officialdom today claims that more than hundred percent voters 

registered for the August elections. This is based on false population 

figures which have been iflated in order to mislead the masses. 

The UDF will also seek close cooperation with other extra-parliamenta

ry groups opposed to the elections so as to effect the strongest 

possible resistance to the schemes of the Nats. 

B. ONSLAUGHT ON THE FRONT: 

The success of the Front has pushed the state to desperation in an 

attempt to contain its growth popularity and campaigns. But the UDF 

will continue to surmount all hurdles the state and its appendages 

may place before it and its affiliates. Our structure, style of work, 

the calibre of our activists and the support we enjoy make us 

unstopable in the long run by even the most.sophisticated Apartheid 

machinery they can put together. The major weakness of the onslaught 

against the UDF is that it is false propaganda all the time and while 

the masses may be fooled for a while the fact that such propaganda 

does not correspond with objective reality soon exposes the fallacy 

of this propaganda. 

(i) State Agencies: 

State attacks on the Front goes to its inception. As early as the 

National launch pamphlets of various types were distributed urging 

people not to attend the nations launch and police actually 

arrested people in Bloemfontein and prevented one bus from 

attending. 

There followed a spade of bannings of UDF meetings until the 

NEC addressed a letter of protest to the Prime Minister. Since 
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then known government sympathisers and agents such as Aida 

Parker's Newsletter alleged that UDF is a facade of the ANC. 

All this has today build up to a crescendo in which officials 

of the Front are refused passports to travel abroad (three 

presidents, Frank Chikane and publicity secretary.) 

- Direct intervention takes the form of refusal of venues for 

meetings to UDF and its affiliates everywhere. Churches in 

W Cape have been told that they will not be provided with new 

premises in Khayelitsha if they allow UDF to use church 

buildings for public meetings, the OranjeVaal Admin Board has 

written letters to parishes in Vereeniging (i.e. Sharpeville and 

Sebokeng) and Vanderbylpark (Pobhelong and Boipatong) threatening 

to close church buildings immediately if they allow the UDF to 

use them for public meetings. 

- Direct state intervention also involve interference with the 

MSC in Johannesburg where police snatched signed forms and 

tore them up, punched activists, took photos while driving in 

cars that had no registration plates and detained activists 

whilst collecting signatures. 

In Cape Town police have detained activists for the duration of 

a blitz releasing them afterwards without charges being brought 

against them. 

- State attack has also assumed formal attacks on UDF affiliates 

e.g. Azaso and Casas in schools. The expulsion of Casas 

members and the closure of schools in Pretoria 1 Cradock and 

other parts have been directed at weakening these affiliates of 

the front. And the Department of Education has alleged that the 

UDF is behing the unrest in these schools. This maneouvre was 
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intended to render the Front unpopular with the community 

in the Pretoria townships. 

On the White university campuses has now emerged right wing 

organisations which must enjoy government support because 

of the heavy leanings to Apartheid. These cliques of students 

have produced many pamphlets alleging ANC-UDF links and such 

far-fetched allegations as to say the UDF recruits for the 

ANC. Info in the pamphlets of the NSF and affiliates shows 

that insight into ANC that only the NIS could provide. 

C. INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR THE FRONT: 

Support for the UDF at international level has increased markedly 

since the national launch. The award to the UDF by the Swedish 

Labour Movement of the "Let Live Price" for its resistance to 

Apartheid in spite of state repression is the highest acknowledge

ment Front has so far received internationally. This price, which 

brought the UDF an additional RIO 000 and valuable publicity, 

has inspired our activists to even highe~ levels of hard work. 

Those who received it on our behalf also had an opportunity to meet 

senior Swedish government officials. 

The UDF has ~!so been able to send a member of its secretariate, 

Mr Valli Mohamed, abroad on a publicity mission and his trip was 

very successful. He was able to visit a number of overseas 

countries including the W Germany, UK, Canada and the USA. 

In the USA he met most of the people at the United Nations 

including Maj-Gen Garba who is the current chairperson of the UN 

Special Committee on Apartheid and the OAU representative to the 

UN - Mr Yassoufou. He also met Congressman William Gary who is the 

Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucuss. He held successful 

talks with members of the House of Representatives Sub-Committee 

on Africa. 
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In West Germany he held talks with leaders of the SOP and the 

Greens. All these groups and leaders and many others expressed 

support for the uor 

D. BOTHA'S EUROPEAN TOUR 

The UDF totally canemns the Prime Minister's European tour because 

it is an attempt to paddle the New Constitution as a departure from 

Apartheid internally and the Angolan,Nkomati and Swazi Accords 

as symbols of "peaceful" South Africa regionally. 

The Accords are in fact results of lang and sustained economic 

military and political coercion exercised on these neighbouring 

states by the present militarist South African government. 

The provisions of the New Constitution Act and the continued 

disenfranchised status of African people together with the 

retention of racial discrimination even with regard to those 

groups which will participate jointly in the proposed tricameral 

parliament gives the lie to Mr Baths's claims of doing away with 

Apartheid. 

It is unfortunate that so many European heads of states received 

PW Batha because the Nats may look upon this as tacit approval of 

their policies. But we are also encouraged to see that many 

governments insisted on the immediate implementation of 

Resolution 435 and independence of Namibia. Whichever way one looks 

at it the independence of Namibia must bring closer the freedom 

of South Africa from White rule. 

Mr Batha is abroad in consultations with foreign governments and 

their people but he must came back to engage in that process with 

the people of South Africa, sign a pact of peace with them because 

they are the key to the solution of the S African problem. let 

the imprisoned and banned be freed and the exiled return 

/6 •.• 
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unconditionally. Let the people of South Africa including 

Afrikaners, draw up their own constitution and lay the foundation 

for lasting peace in this country and the whole region. 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



AL53 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



A MOmUJTOv-i 

iT F t-1 CA Ji1\ t 

fO I ~T 'N 1ttf. ttiS 10 ~'( oF 

1'" f)r e:. P A Po' NT "T w ttl c...f1 

&,~L~ 
SOuTH 

Tl"ltS. 

.SOvrH ITf(l..a C.PrrJ P£.0 ft...f.. --&c, •eo f2::tte:e: erto~TvNI~ -=Fe

~~c...ts,ve..L'f e.~ Pt~-'~f:llt- wat...t.. • 

fO ft 90V£tt1V iY\f:tVT 11\.J'T'E.NT otJ ~f:EPI.VC, TftE- I\JftT10tJ 

) \\IIOf:p PnV~ ~~ s.vl.J\J~f\TaotJ J Ttt£ Pt::OfL.E. oF ~ovnt 

tFeat.A OE.e:..t-1"\~t::.O TttE.IJ: v/IJIT'( ~ ftND '"Rfc1t C..Oftltn1TI'Y\~NT 
f9 f\ "'"l'\Jtr frrJo Of:tr\O t.i"U\TJ c, fu Tv~E. fb~ '"'u.- . 
foJ- Tti£. V~T l\1ff3QC.,fT'/ OF SOuTH Aft.JtAI\Jt 1 ~ 

lEPvl,~tt, OF SOOTH f'rF"j!.lt-r:\ CONSTITvTION PrC...T l~fs 

S.l.A'\ P t: c:( e:.~T~~,J c.tte: t FtfA ~Tttf:.l ~ i A S'fJ'Tf:. rn \IV'ltlu-f ttft~ 
Ur-JfOL-l) 0 ~ 

W t£1\ t~E:D J 'TtAeST SVff=£:1-tA.J'='t :fS) Ttff. L..l ve:t oF IYIILLI ON.!' • 

T't+l .t 
TtH: l~.Ouc..TtOI\l oF ~ rJ~v\J c.ul\frTa T\JTIO"-' t.vf\ s 

l J'j ~ P!:Oft..CV 

c;1:.c~Te:.o NITH Mrtt.lt ve:. 'f-e:r ~LTrON t' ANt:> ev~ ~'-/ 
S:Te;.p Ttoc~IV ~'{ Tt+E: <9ov£~C.I\Jme:rJT Tuw~ t-o r \Tr 

rmfL£t'Y1 El'lTf'TtON wA> T~~Actou' '-'-/ orro.sEll 

LED '.E'( Ttte: vrJliE:D Osmo c..tA iJv Ft.-O~T J Ttt£ Pe:otL£ 

Jr .StiuTH t\F&tt..A wt\~~D 1\t\J JI\.TfS:tJS:E: L.ntnPfti~,.J 

tsqf\tNtT ltt£: C..ONS:TITVfiO,J ~ -,:~ Be=Ssr'T Gf •Jl'tlcH QffJ 

' ·e: - ~..::. va .·-•£ 1 • 1 '-' i(O '- ..cr..,- • .... 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



ie:T "Tlt!: sovnJ PrF-iLit.f\,J f9ovu.,vtnS"-'f PctJr.rrco rrJ 

m7L£1YlcNTI "H=J IT~ c.o~sTtTvr•ot-1 tPrf'INI "-J9 ~, oe:r~tvTJoiUr, 

re:"iZ.JtYlo~E:: 1\'IUD Bvt..L-£1' s no"' octl •~+~ Mttti\J~ATe: . 

g\J\ -foR. ttow t...orV9 ?ll.1acrJ PrfJ>/ C.,O"f:fC,.une•dT CUte. t'f SldUI 

VltW' Of\=tE -

fttE. C-fttnl'AI~tJ Pl9t=-t1JJ!T TH-IS 1\JS:.t.U CQtJSTt TvTION 

.Vf\c; OF C..O~~€-qv£f'.lTIPtt... i'tEt"--IFtC..~I\lC..f: rot.. TtttcV'lH 

Tlte:. sooTH- PtF'-1 c..~,J PEOPt.~ Pt.ot.LI\ t me: b T#nT NO 

Owl£~ oe. ~V"(ti"ottt \'( C.ftl'l SET l»Ov~ D S. TO Ttte:r~ 

Sf't ILATt ""' t. :) ""'~ Of'Ylt:c: l9e o Pt::o i'tfi • 

_ kmo~T'" 
H-ell DcTt::f:.mtrJA1torJ To SUlL-O P\ ~.e&). .Sovfti Mttc..f\ J 

J Jh:.t.~ fTL.L S:ttt=l Lt.. L\ \IE, ~ t E:~ UPS L-t '1\.J ~ ~ 

-(\.) 0 .f-t...t E rJ 0 S tf l p 
1 

\ ~ \J tJ t lff\ I<- A. & L..E. • \ttf:. Vl.l.l 0 iJ 0 t= f\ 
1 l 0 ,:" ~1€-~DOIYJ) 

Je:w SO\Jltt ~f~tc..A "Too 1<-~e:,J. 1 PrNO TI-lt=: .SPrfLIT ;_ 

C$..- etJnvt.ll\1~ .. 

=-ef'AA1•'r'zC;c•Tt $ 4111! ..J_tJ 1Hf.1 ~U"&l..lt.fl110N1. TO COIYliYlv.VIC-ATf! 

Tt+E. f;;t•bo tmrO~T oF IT.t C.fl\'tY1PtTI~,V f\9AtrJtT Tttt; 

fri'JO Tif-f:. wl Lt... 0 f Tttt: to tJTI-f 

Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



The new constitution 

Diagram here which makes the following points 

the dictatoria~owers vested in the President 

the role and composition of the Presidents Council 

the three seperate houses of parliaments and the 
ratio. 

Rather than promoting democratic government, the new 

constitution under which South Africa is to be ruled, 
makes more remote the possibility of a government representative 

of the aspirations of all South Africans. 

Whites,coloureds and Indians are given unequal parliamentry 
representation and the majority of the country's population 
the African people, are totally excluded. 

For every tour white representatives in parliament , there 

are two coloureds and one Indian. 

The groups offered representation sit in seperate chambers 

where matters categorised under •own affairs' are dealt 
with. This includes health,welfare, education culture and 

recreation. REpresentatives will be unable to make any 

far-reaching decisions as regards these matters as they 
do not control finances, which is categorised as a 

'general affair' 

'Matters under 'general affairs' such as finance, foreign 

policy, and defence are discussed by all three chambers. 

Clearly the 4:2:1 ratio entrenches white domination at 
every level or decision making, depriving the INdian and 

coloured chambers of any meaningful say in the affairs 

of the country. 

In addition the President has the power to veto any 
legislation , to arbitrate in disputes within and 
between the different houses and to nominate the 

cabinet. 

The new constitution mentions Africans only once : clause 93 

reads: 'the control and administration of black Affairs 
shall vest in the President'. 
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the African majority have representation in the Parliament 
They are mentioned only once in the entire cons 

African people are meant to exercise political rights in one 

of the thirteen homelands, four of which have formal independence 

from South Africa. This policy deprives African people of their 

South African citizenship and denies them any political 
rights in the country where they spend their living and 

working lives. 

This process is ensured by three Acts that are commonly 

referred to as Koornhof's Laws: The Black Local Authorities 
ACt, the Black Community Development Act and the 

Orderly Movement and Settlement of Black Persons Bill. 

IN place of political representation in central government, 

structures, the Black Local Authorities Act offers Africans 
representation on local Town Councils whose task is to 

administer African townships. these Town Councils have no 
viable financial base and cannot alter such fundemental 

pieces of legislation as the Group Areas Act, which 
ensures racial residentail segragat1on, the Urban Areas Act 

which covers the pass laws and forced removals. 

The Orderly MOvement and Settlement of Black Person's 

Bill remains on the agenda of the future parliament • This 
bill aims at tightening up the pass laws and furhter 
dividing urban Africans from migrants. 

Why the new constitution 

Since 1976, extra-parliamentry oppostion to Apartheid 

has increased in African , coloured and Indian communities 
Throughout the country, trade unions, student, women's, 

civic and political organisations have demanded a democratic 
form of goverment. 

At the same time there has been increasing international 
pressure on Prime Minister Botha's govenment to 
reform its Apartheid policies. 

The withdrawedl of the Labour Party from the Coloured People'S 

Representative Council in 1973 and the low percentage polee 
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poll in the South African INdian council elections in 1981, 

demonstrated that these bodies enjoyed no popular support 

in coloured and Indian communities. 

These factors made it increasingly difficult for the white 

minority government to maintain control over the majority of 

South Africans. This has necessitated the South African 
government's attempt to set up coloured and Indian leaders 
as junior partners to control the majority of the people. 
By drawing in coloured and INdian people into the new 

constitution, the Nationalist Party hoped to destroy the 

historical unity of Africans, coloureds and IHians against 

Apartheid policies. 

The basis of the UDF's oooosition to the constitution 

* It is the initiative ot the minority of the population which 

aims to entrench white minority rule, racism and ethnicity 
* It is an attempt to divide the people of South Africa 
*It attempts to draw Indian and coloured people into defending 

an indefensible system and become partners in the oppression 

of African people 
*It will not alleviate basic problmes relating to the Group 

Areas Act to housing , rents, poor facilities etc. 

The new constitution is premised on the continuation of the 
Bantustans where African people are expected to exercise their 

political rights. To maintain this system, forced removals 
continue, the new pass laws will mean greater hardship for women 
separated from their migrant husbands and forced into the 
Bantustans. The financical control vested in the hands of the 
whtie parliament will no channedl money to redress inequalities 

in African, coloured and Indian housing, education sporting or 
health facilities 

Finally, the new constitution in no way addresses itself to the 
unequal distribution of the land, wealth and resources in the 

country. 

The vision of south Africa subscribed to by the UDF is found in 
the declaration adopted at the national launching at Rocklands Civic 

Centre. The central characteristics of such a society would be: 
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• the creation of a true democracy in which all South Africans 

will participate in the governing of the country 

• the creation of a single , non-racial, unfragmented 

south Africa, free os bantustans and the Group Areas Act 

• An end to all froms or oppression and exploitation. 

The UDF beleives that such a society can only come about once all 
political prisoners have been freed and exiles have been allowed to 
return safely. 
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From the very onset, the government's const~tional plans for 

South Africa received no support. As early as 1982 when the government's 

proposals for a ~residents Council became public, mass meetings called 

by the Natal Indian Congress, Transvaal Anti-SAIC Committee and ? 

condemned the new deal. 

A mood of dissatisfaction and ? prevailed especially in 

Indian and coloured commxunities where the government was focussing 

C:ts initiatives. 

And se when the Labour ~arty - who traditionally had adopted a~ 

anti-apartheid stance - decided to p•••iaipate/ugive the -·• eaMe•al 
pa5li a=: te/ new coastitution a try

11
aftj "g; iR 8 

- i't sparked off a 

major political upheaval in the coloured community. 

Outrage and anger from Coloured peopla was widesp~d. Meetings 
addressed by the once popular Labour Party (LP) Leader, Rev. Allan 

Henrickse, were disrupted all round the country. 

T~e LP's popularity had(indelibly been reversed and people were 

seeking fgJ: / c:alliA'iJ fer an alternativ~genuinly anti-apartheid 

body to express their aspirations. 

The first congress/ conference of the Transvaal Anti-SAIC Committee/ 

Anti- South African Indian Council Committee - a committee which 

had been set up a year previo~ to oppose elections to the South 

African Indian Council, a forerunner axto the House of Deputies - was 

well timed. 

Held on 22nd Janauary, 1983, in the wake of the Labour Pary's decision 
it was the first major gathering of Apartheid opponents to reaject the 

2new constitution and Koornhof Laws. 

»r. Allan ~oesak, President of the World Alliance 

of Reformed Churches, sensing the mood of the country, told the 
conference: "There is no reason why churches, civic associations, 

trade unions, student organisations and sports bodies should not unite 

in the struggle for a non-racial democratic and unit,ry South Africa, 

pool their resources and inform people of the fraud that is about to 

be perpetrated in their name". 
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Koornhof bills 
to form a united front to oppose the constitution and 

The suggestion was greeted ethus1ast1ca!ly by the conference, attended 

by ~ele~atee/ re~reeefttativee/ people from all pa~ts of South Afrtaa 
and a feasibility committee was given bhe task of considering the 
,,;,a~tlaft/ proposal. 

The idea of a united democratic front caught the imagination of people 

everywhere and in the months that followed the idea was widely debated 
and discussed. 

As ideas crystallised, structures were decided upon. There would 

initially be three regions - Natal, Transvaal and the Western Cape. 
reliaious t• All student, youth, women , political, civic, spor 1ng 

organisations who were committed to oppos,,g tht n\!w C.OI\Sh.NhD\1\ o11cl t:bm"'Df 
would be encouraged to affiliate~ 

Democratic structures for decision making were developed in each 

reg•ion. 

Interim committees were set up in the Eastern Cape and the Or~nge Free 
State. 

Presently there are eight regions - Natal, Transvaal, Northern Cape, 

Western Cape, Southern Cape, Eastean Cape, Border aegion• and Karoo. 
and 600 organisations are affiliated to the UDF representing over 
2 million people. 

Seven months after the ~idea was first mooted -on the 20th August, 1983, 
more than 12 000 •people mconverged on Cape Town to launch the UDF. 

Not for two decades had there been such a representativegathering of 
people opposed to apartheid - 1 000 delegates representing 575 organisat 
organisations and nearly 2 million people were there, makingthe 

UEF one of the strongest groupings South Af%rica has ever seen. 
making theUDF one of the most powerful political forces in South Africa. 

The launch consistingd a conference proceeded by a rally, elected a 
national executive xkXwith Albertina Sisulu, Oscar botpetha, 

and Archie Gumede as the three 

national presidents. All ~'"Jt. to~ h\SI7fr\u 0)- O)'pOS\.hM tn "partkucA fUhLAJ.,. 

Prominent anti-apartheid campaigners axwere elected as patrons 

including Archbishop Dennis Hurley, Dr. Allan Boesak, Helen 

Joseph, Nelson Mandexla, Hassan Howa, Fahther Mkhatshwa. who they 
are 
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The launch was barely over when the UDF embarked on its first 
campaign ; to call for a boycott of Coloured Management C mmittee 

elections in Cape Town/ the Western Cape. These committees have/ are 

??? 

Their call was headed - the poll in the elections was a dismal ? %. 

On the evex of the white feferendum - where whites were being given 
the opportunity to supports or oppose the new constitution - UDF 
called for a "People's Wwekend". Throughout thec:ountryd. UDF aliffiliates 

held rallies, concerts, fetes, placard demonstrations~motor car 
cavalacades to protest against the new coastitution and to celebrate 
the formation of the UDF./ celebrate the UDF • 

• The message of the Peoples Weekend was clear- ~was not~ for 
whites to decide on the future of the majority of the people , all 

pwople must decide on their own futures. 

Th•roughout October and N vember 1983, the Front's affiliates in 
African communities spearheaded/ led a camapa~ign against the 
Black Local Authorities elections. The Black Local Authorities were 

the government's alternative to homlelands for urban Africans, and 
OS were regarded .. as toothless and ineffective axms homeland structures. 

UDF leadess were asked to address hundreds of meetings in church halls, 
sheds, garages ~d houses wheee they spread thea message of the UDF 

and urged people not to vote. 

"We will only be happy when we decide our lives right at the top level -
in the government of South AfricaM, said/ stated the Transvaal edition 

of UDF's moouthpiece,"UDF News•. 

Despite government claims that the Black Local Authorities would 
receive a far higher poll than their predecessors, the community councils 
in 1977 , this was not the case. 

Almost one third of the wards were uncontested - so low was the interest 
in the elections. Of those contested' less than half the adult populatic 

were registered as voters. The lowest poll recorded was in ~agiso ???? 

on the ~vest Rand/ Witwatersradd where as few as 3% of the people 
voted. In Soweto only 5,2% of the eligible adult population voted 

whil~ the government/ official poll was 1 ercent. In the Western 
~ 
Cape the poll was ??? percent. 
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The low percentage poll in the Black Local Authorities elections 
was the first major victory won by the UDF and it set the tone for 

the ???? 

It was a victory in to~ senses - not only did the majortty of urban 
African express their rejection of ? useless bodies/ ???. But the 

campaign gave UDF the opportunity to reacmmng out to many hundreds 
of thousands Q f people for the first time. 

In townships were previously no organisation existed, the UDF played 

a valuable role drawing paeople together and pspreading ideas, 
As cf ~It· of-tao.<, INOfk.. 

expeireence and advice. Through the work of the UDF, new affiliates 
emerged after the cam~paign and existing affiliates grew stronger. 
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The tricameral elections 

Ever since the government announced its new constitution, elections 

fof the Indian and coloured houses were on the cards. There was also 

talk of referendums - to gauge Indian and coloured support yet the 

idea was abandoned by the government on the advise of eo-called 

Indian and coloured leaders - leaders of the political parties such 
as the Labour ~arty and the Solidarity Par'y • 
need something about these parties ??? 

In February 1984, after months of speculation and delaying, the election 
dates were finally announced - August 22 and 28, 1984. 

··ard work lay ahaead for the UDF and especially for its affiliates 

in the Indian and coloured communities. It would only be through a 
highly well organised campaign .. that they woul~ be able to reach 

out to the entire Indian and coloured communities and make an impace 

on all South Africans. 

But they weee prepared. Over the last year/ previous year organisations 

had been formed or .x revived~o carry out this task.~ 

Within a few days after the 11 betrayal" by the ~abour Pary, an ad hoc 
Transvaal Anti-PC Committee was formed at a meeting of individuals 

from community organisations in the coloured areas. 

It was afficially launched in May 1983 and became one of the first 
affiliates of the UDF. 

At the same congress/ conference of the Transvaal A_ti-SIAC Committee 
where the idea of the UDF was mooted, a decision was made to revive 

w 
the Transvaal Indian C ngress which had been inavive since its 

1 eadership had been banned, impriaxsondd and exiled during the ~lampdown 
in the early 1960's. 

The TIC was laucnched on 1st of May 1983 and committed itself to 
??? 

Other areas ???? 
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~''A L. { tt.- '' 
'J;HJ:.: UNI'l'J:.:D DJ::MOCI<A'l'IC FRONT AND 'l1iJ:.: NI:.'W SO!JI'H Af RICAN?ONSTI'IUI'H~)N 

The racist South AfricAN REGIME faces unprecedented resistance and upheaval 
-rA~~ 

on almost every front. At the time of writing~ it has'failed to convince the 

people to accept any element of its new constitutional framework. The people's 
gtlt WI a a I toWn 

anger has also welled against ret•t dsC!! ljet'era1 sales tashw37be ~:)! ether ~'J 

facets' of -the daily apartheid X:QalHy. \~ • 

The United Democratic Front, with gfopular backing, has demonstrated that 

the maj~y of South Africans are not prepared to pay the bill for apartheid. 

They reject racist rule and any suggestion that they should contribute to their 

0~1 oppression -whether through taxation or as collaborators ~n he racist machinery. 

The response of the regime has been in line with its historic character. To 

the people's attempts to win their democr~tic right to rule their own country, 
a..-1 fD I • " ., ';t -:z o 17 c..e 

to end their daily oppression, they have replied with ever-increasing brutality 
I' 

and violence. ~ 
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Wby the new Con.stHutlon? 

s~nce l97o, extra-parliamentary opposition to apartheid has increased in 

Afr~can , coloured and Indian convnunities. 'Ihroughout the country, trade unions, 

student, women's, civic and political organisations have demanded a democratic 

Jorm of government. 

Simultaneously, international 
~ d~ci~::-1Z~; 

pressure has dem~ • movement away from c·~ ~ 
~ 

apartheid • • If the te~i"e were lo make any impression, something more was 

required than renovation of old discredited institutions such as the Coloured 

Repres~tive Coouncil and the South Af~ican Indian Council -both of which 

were totally ineffectual and had never enjoyed popular support. 

C"~ 

~ 

"-' ~ ~rk-c...J ~ 
Despite African resistance, ~he creation of bantustans and denationalization 

A ~r~ 
of the majority of South Africans, remained non-negotiable. In order tojacilitate 

the oppression of Africans, including the r~tment of additional military 

from colourd and Indian convnunities r-r ... o--/ 
persorm~l, w.e- ~e1sougfit a new ~n~uauve to divide the united black resistance 

·~··"s r 
~ apartheid. In 6der to win over coloured and Indian leaders

1
a new constitution 

was created throu~h which they would be given a more substantial access to 
H--.:, t=" ~ .;:./..AI~ 
~, than ha::i'been the case under previous puppet bodies. In return they 

/7 

would be required to take joint responsibility for apartheid and in particular, 

for the oppression of the Afdrican majority. 

1~e new Constitution 

Far from being a • movemetn away from apartheid' towards popular government, 

the new constitution in fact seeks to further entrench whfite minority rule. This 

m~ght seem paradoxical when much is made of the first'multi-racial partliament•. 
s·,,~ 

Yet it is true, ~ whites, coloureds and Indians are unequally represented and 

the African people, the majority of the populaftion, are totally excluded. 

The constitution loads representation in favour of the whites, in the 

ratio of four whites for every two coloured and one INdian parliamentarian • 

\\hi tes are therefore permanently in the majoerityf 
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This 4:2:1 ratio entrenches white dominationat every level of decision-

making, ensuring that the Indian and coloured chambers of i.:his 'tricameral 

parliament' have no meaningful say in the affairs of the country • 

snould anything unforeseen occur, which is unlikely, the exqecutive president 

whose election is through a process that guarantees that he will be a white 

Nationalist, has the power to veto any legislation. 

once. Cl~ 93 states that the'control 
A 

shall vest in the President. The African people are still supposed to 

only 

affairs 

realize their political aspirations in one of the thriteen bantustans, four 

of which purport to have attained independence A consequence of indepenqence 
-l1..u -f1..,..... o(.Qol\,.~ 

has been'aUtomatic loss of South African citizenship and ~~£ts te ~y th~ 
A b~ 

people who have been ascribed 'citizenship' of these bantustans, e£ any claim 

to political rights within the rest of South Africa -the land of their birth, 

where they in fact live and work. 

Th is process of expulsion of Africans from the pol~cal life of their 

own country is achieved not only by the Constitution, but through closely 
0 

allied acts - the Black Local Authorities Act and the ederly Movement and 

Settlement of Black Person's Bill. 

s 
The BlaoCbocal Authorities Act offers African representatio~on local 

...., ~~ 
Councils whose t~is to administer African townships. Such councils 

,~. 

viable fin~al ~e and cannot alter fundamental apartheid legislation, 

such as the Group Areas Act which provides for residential segr~afron and the 
AA..al 'fLo,... I\,_\.'!. t....'-MJ s. 

Urban Areas Act,~which goverr entry and expulsion of Africans from urban 

areas. 
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THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 

~~o- ..... o ........ c.~ 
From , tU. was clear that the 

government~ constitutional plans enjoyed little support outside of Nationalist ~;, 

circles. As early as 1982 wben these ptop;:>sul:s- were first puhl j sAed, popular 

org~sations rejected the new deal. A mood of dissatisfaction and suspicion 

was especially prevalent in the Indian and coloured convnuni tes, where 

the government initiatives were primarily focussed. 

Thus, when the .labour Party, which had traditionally adopted an anti-

apartheid stance, decided to give the new constitution a try• -it sparked off 

a major political upheaval in the coloured convnuni ty. Outrage and anger was 

widespread. Meetings addressed by the once popular Labour Party leader, 

Rev Allan Hendrickse, were disrupted all over the country. 

'Ihe Labour Party • s popularity would neva.er again be recovered and the 

people were seeking an alternative, genuinely anti-apartheid l:xxiy, which 

would v~e their real aspirations. 

On 22nd January 1983 the Transvaal anti-South African Indian Council 

met for its first conference in Johannesburg. A year previously this l:xxiy 

had successfulliY struggled against elections to the puppet-South African 
.:-:-e~··...k 

Indian Council, a forerunner to the House of Deputies. An average 

poll of less than 10% of registered voters had been se'tcured. 

This meeting came shortly after the Labour Party's decision to 

take part in the apartheid cori"ti~tu~on and was the first maj~a gathering of 

anti-apartheid leaders to reject the new constitutin and Koornhoft anti

African laws. :Jt was at this meeting that Dr Allan Boesak, President of 

the World Alliance of Reformed Churches made his historic call that 

gave impetus to the formation of the UDF: 
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'There is no reason why churches, civic associations, trade unions, student 

organ~sations and sports bodies should not unite in the struggle for a non-

racial democratic and unitary South Africa, pool their resources and inform 

people of the fraud that is about to be perpetrated in their name.' 

The suggestion to form a united front against the constitution and the 

·11 wA- · · Koornhoff bl. s met an enthusJ.astJ.c response. 
(\ 

The idea was widely discussed 

in the months that followed. Seven mon~s after the idea was first mooted, 

on 20th August 1983, more than 12000 people converged on Cape Town to launch 

::I.r vJtn ~ ~--
the UDF. 'Ihe£Q biicl Rot be9A a "10ii!ll'e representative gathering of people 

opposed to apartheid for more than twenty years. There were 1000 

delegates representing 575 organisastions and nearly two million people. 

'lhis made the UDF one of the most powerful pol tiical forces in South African 

history. 

Since its launch, the UDF has continued to grow. It now consists of 
et(~ 1..' ,cr;~ 

eight regions and 600 o~anisations ~presenting a variety of interests~ 
~o-11~ C..-~~ ~-..,•<a-D 

««F~e~J~so~w~e~f~f~i~1 ~aaa~+ed~~----~-- , 

~M 
The UDF has embarked on a variety of£.. campaigns -against 

~~ bv!M~ C.l~~ f'"""•NW tu.e. ~fJVW'i 
elections for a variety of apartheid bodies, to resist ~settlementkand ~ ~~ 

t1 v..tclcwJ- (Q. 

other aggressions against the oppressed majority. Its most recent 

campaign has been the successful boycott of elections under the new 

constitution 

Why the UDF oeposes the constitution 

The UDF rejects this constitution for a variety of related reasons. In 
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the first place, the constitution emanates from a minority government. 
n<~~ 

constitution that is not created by the people themselves will be 

acceptable. Connected 

to its racist origins, the constitution aims to ensure white minority rule, 

l!'atti20:n ;m;;i- to emphasiS("(iivision -between black and wtrtik and to divide 

Africans from other sections of the black population. It seeks to 

harness Indians and coloureds into the machinery of Afri¢can oppression. 

Far from allevcUA;ing South Africa's problems, the UDF believes that the new 

constitution will increase the misery and oppression endured by the 

people unoer such apartheid legislationas the Group Areas Act, Bantust~ 

legislation, pass laws. Together with housing shortages, rent rises, poor 

facilities, these conditions ensure that far from providing a basis for 

peace and justice, the new Constitution will increase tension and heighten 

conflict 

J 
While the constitution appears to be the concern of w~~, colour~s 

and Indians, it is fundamentally anti-African in conception. It is premised 

on the bantustan system, where the African people are expected to realise thetr 

political aspirations. In ordellto maintain this system, forced removals, pass laws 

and other modes of repression will continue to be the daily lot of the 

majority of South Africans. 

What does the UDF suggest, instead of permanent tension and conflict? Our 

vision of the future South Africa is fo~ in the declaration adopted at the 

national launching. This declaration envisages a d~tic state in which all 

South Africans will participate in the government of our country' • In place 

of apartheid, the Front stands for 'a single, non-racial, 

unfragmented South Africa, ••• free of bantustans and Group Areas. ' In short, 
l .,JJ 

the UDF declares that ~1 forms of oppression and exploitation must end.' 
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The Elections to the 'Tricameral Parliament' and repression of democrats 

It is now well-known that those elected as members of the coloured 

and Indian parliaments boast no mandate. In some. c:ases1 candidates were ~. 1 

1Nut~~ ~ ~ ~O'fo UT 
elected with ll8 votes or with polls of 3 %. The campaign against the ~ l""' 

A ~ 
elections was conducted by the UDF and its affiliates, in particular, the ~ 

Transvaal and Natal Indian Congresses and the Anti-Presidents Council. 

Activists endured continued harassment from 

b~d Ci 

~ ff,u... 
(lcTl:t 

the state and illegalities 

and violence on ~he part of 

~r-·V\~~ 

At the height of the campaign leading activists were detained and 

still remain in prison. These include Patrick 'Terrorx ' Lekota, UDF 

Publicity Secretary, Dr Essop Jassat, President of the Transvaal Indian 

Congress and Dr R.AM Saloojee, Vice- Pres.ident 1 ~ ~ ~) 

A~zr~UJ)T" ~~-~ 

~ f~ Jf~- .I L/tJP.. ~ ~/ 
~ kr-"-tlc:&"' I Ll£JP ~ ~ Q.J.L/ 

~ ~~t-.) ~ cjlN. ... vAoJ:iiZJ~ 
~~~~ 
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h~ 
These leaders have been de( 'ned under section 28 of the Internal Security 

Act, which provides for preventive detention. SUch detention is unrelated 

to any violation of the law, even laws as all-embracing as those used by 

the apartheid state to smash democratic opposition • Yet apart from the 

penalty of imprisonment without trial, these activists are now dutomatically subject 

to additional penalties. The Act provides that all people detained under section 

28 are automatically 1 listed 1 
• This means that they may no longer be quoted 

and the Minister may prevent them from belonging to organisations and from 

practising law. 

c.r-.~ 
q..r ~T- _.,.r 

This is clearly an attempt to neutralise the leadership .;;, lthe UDF and 

its affiliates. Simultaneously Police MinisTER Le Grange has made energetic 

attempts, in a recent speech, to link the UDF to the ANC, which is an illegal 

organisation in South Africa. 

t{c.Ci:".o"' 
SUch repression ana threats of further r-e~£966£eft reflect; the panic 

of the regime as it confronts an unprecedented crisis. It has failed 

to win over significant sections of the black community to any facet of its 

apartheid order, whether in the bantustans or in the coloured and Indian 

parliaments. 

It has failed in its attempt to divide the oppressed masses, who 

have rallied behind the UDF in its struggle against the Constitution. 

11-.. ~~ (2S>-ic. lv-:J 6- ; ... tl..sa.~ ,-, ~ ~ 
ait lhe present crisis is much wider and deeper than ever before. Students 

are boycotting Universities and schools in areas spread right round the country. 

People are angered by rent rises and increased general sales tax. 

The state response to legitimate protest has been to unleash unprecedented 
t. ...... rt.~Al~ ~ ~Ct-.~ ~0\IW,( 

force. A. :-::·.nave been killed and hneB!• il8-,£ people, )y}pung and old have 

been injured l;>y rubber bullets or police truncheons. The South African 
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Defence Force has also been called in to supplement police attempts to control 

popular anger in the townships. ~~do ~ 

atAc.t v.t{-t«~c1 bcul ituu-t ~~..l YpiAJ 
1"" f61AU ~ w:tt.. 11.\C;\~L~~ ~J. 

'!he UDF, in its oppposi tion to apartheid, in both • classical • and 

•renovalted' forms, enjoys the support of the overwheliming majority of 

the people of South Africa. '!his struggle is not merely a negative one-to ri~ 

the country of a pernicious social system that forces its people to endure 

permanent misery and oppression. 

It is also a struggle for a new South Africa, a democratic nonracial state, 

where all people will enjoy equal rights. Instead of the South African state 

.bUll~g its own people and neighbouring states as happens at present, peaceful 

and democratic relations within South Africa would create conditions for peace-

ful and cooperative relations wi'th all the states in the region. '!he struggle 

to free South Africa of apartheid is the sturggle to free the entire Southern 

Afr~can region of a thr~T TO THEIR SOVEREIGNTY, PERMANENt breaches of the peace 

and continued international lawlessness. 

The UDF is therefore a component of the worldwide struggle to end racistm, 

to secure democratic rights and to achieve international peace. It is acomponent 

of the just struggle of the South African people to control their own country. 

1his is ~ struggle to realize democratic values cherished throughout the 

world and enshrined in the UNited Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration 
We believe that it 

of Human Rights./ it is the duty of all states to support the United 
~·.:s 

democratic Front in ~ struggle, to side with the people of South AFrica 

against 

an 

ps to peace. 

t../4l_ CA..£1 ()..A cU.~ -/t,. ~ fA~,u ,_ 
c-.~C?"'A-t'" ~ o(_,,c ~ ~ -.ssc::,..r ~ /'b ~ -o ~ 
~~Sfl....- , -t o- o(g.... .. -c..Dr~ ~ .t.rc ~~ , 
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wnY tG C.Al!l!OT P!:.IiTICIP.tTr:: nr .AI-r ~!L~C'l!IOU/Rl!:..~/7 ,, /' A L ~'(' tr 
~ s cm~s'UD!""uT.mNAL PRoPOs.A!.s ~~ n 

( tfte U.atrllOint. of the Trancvaa.l An:t:l- P .c.) 

Tlierc ~ at pnesent n dob~tc ~a~~ ovc~ whetHer the ODF 

l) participate 1n tltc cvon1t of a r.e!J:cnduo c.allcc 
test "Col.o~ocl" and "Indilu~' oninion om tho CCiuc. IIJ..liU"Uom:u. pl!O-
poa.a.ls. -

2)partiLci.patc in: M election by,- pu:t1tizrc up licycot;t;; ccna1.a~:lics 

J.)ca.ll for a ref'ercndun f'or- ''Coloureds" n.."ld "Ilndia.ns" if t:lle state 
decides on l:.av£1~ elcc.tionc. 

!.t is lll"CUOd liY/ the advocct.cs c:.:l1 porti.cipa.tion thnt ~ vc Q.(PlCO O\m nim. 
(strateGY.) is to srop tho coointr ini:o being of tb.o "ColoUJ:od" ~r.d "Inclic.n" 
pa :z:liCI!lent9,.the~ a. bo:,reott.. metl1od( tD.c:tic.) is inadequate and uro~. Thi.:;: is 
coc~u:::.o dcspit.o a cas::ivc otcy-c11ay,,tlie stato ltill still c.o ahead and L-:plement 
!.t!l rc!orno om tlie ba ois of \Thatovc~ porcentaao of "yes" wt-cs: tlicy cct. 
~:!cc,~ a::G\Uilcn.t contibuec,if 'tTe coliilisc a mo.osi.w "no" vote campaior, 
-:.::~c.!':l tl:c stnte cnnnoil proceed to cstablich its ctlU::i.c "parl.i.aocnts" since 
.:Z:c nur.~be o:£. "no" votes 'trill fo:c. exceod tltc numllcr of "yes" v.ot.cs. 

~h •. cu,z!i! tHe e.ncumcnts of tllosc wh o a.dwcatte parfdfipation nny soUtic! locicnl,. 
~lC!!.a nrc t::)o lilm13J of tl~oo vhich we concidor to be f£-~so, Bof'o~c vo eet. loct. i:m 
-:l1i!: de'b::t~ om str:1tccica nwl ta~tics,-rrc conside~ i.i: importcnt: t,::, hc.vc ac:z:ecocnit 
on "";he !lrinciples which cuido us .1'!do lias 'b!:cocc 'dt:U. since tlicrc is a. 'trond 
~=-uo.ption. that. the ocJabcrtih.ip of UDF all U."'ldc~stnnd and p~ncriso tho p!!inci.
i]lcs ~liic.h C:."'ide us. '.I!l&rOut::l".. tr..c della to 110 h..·wo learnt.( not. 1to o~ surpri::c} tl141.t. 
>ro ll!'fer b.'iiout. tl\c nnturc l'.nd tlio content. of tHe stzouaule,:wl:!.ch i!l ~-l'l:;:r ve 
Ciff~r on t~e i~s~e o£ stratccics and tnctics. 

~HA~ SORT OF STRUGGLE JI.R~ 11!:'1 FIGH'.!.'ING IN S.A.? 

Wo boli.cvc tlio.t. th.o strucllc in S .A .. has tlto nspccts (UO'!l pliases o~ sta,scs). tfe 
bcli.e.,c that i.t is nc,t C! OU{;li just to ha.vc "one person - OC.C T.Tte:" .F~::: tl:c oc:.
jo~ty ot: Sout-h .U'rictuls (nruncly tll.r: vo:cld.nG people) "lib:c~til.ln!' will be oc.:uti.ltc
]csD c.."'ld cc~t~ unless tl~o oconoc;y: is rootruct~ed 1icc.."!.us.e t.lir.t. is tlic only· lT~y-
-:o guar=nt-oc sicnifi.ct-.llt and lnstincr ioprovcocnts in the qucli t~ ... or li:£e o:f ou: 
wo-r!d.r.e people. 

"l.CO t.lic CLASS STRUC.QU: if: a vi t.ll cor.1poncn.t. ot: ow:: :f:'icht: for Cl!arlGC: • E:c:~e tful 
'1-To:cid.nc cU.a.ss and i tc ~lie£ c.cm:£ront the olrninG class and its clli~s .!!ccauf:c 
o:t ~he i.nClleasine developw.mt ar.d :i:nd'U!ltrialtiat:i:.on of t!1c S .A. oconcr.&y £1.nd the 
inc~c!!.~::lnu orenn!!iatio1:. rf:. the ~.,.o~ldnt; claos ~to inrlopendcn.ii: tr:1dc Ul~iona ~-.re 
pe:!!.cei ·.ro .:JT. INTENSIFIC."!.'l'!C.!f OF TE~ CLASS STRU<rG!.E IN S .A, 

Soccndl:,r,.thcre is t!:.:. ifNl'IO!fl~DEMOCllATIC 011 POPJLAR-!LtTIOm.L ST!it!GGLj::. 'llhi.s aspect. 
of our stJ:ucgle ihcl-.:~lc:: ..,;l!c f'ieht: or both uorke:ds and nore-workcrc "~·cl.:not J!.:>.cioc 
nnd tl!c anti.-dccoc'!•atic ,r:.!.li ta.r;if)tic. nature of' t!ic .Ap::lrthcic str.tc .. 

£(c believe 'mi\T. AT ALL 'l'IH!:S FIE MUST STRUGGLE 'l!O DEV..ruJP '!'it:: CL!..SS CO!!SCIOUSI!ESS 
OF ~:omLTii:U! PEOPLE. Tide cJonno thnt whatcv.er stratecies to.nd tactic:s i-t.::: cnplo:t.• r:1ust 
in nil way hi11dcl.' th~o cle:vclv::;?DOnt, but. ::hould on: tll.c contz::ar<J be C.csictr'=d il.o p~o
octc such clcvclopner.t •. A vitnl nopoct i:~-1 this ,rcaarc is the brc3kinc; do:;n of lltli.
nic/racbt -prcjucliccc n.:t:il!t; uorldn.:,: people. 

V.W~'!l ABOU'rr STR.\T1!!GI:.S ;\U.!l TACTICS? 

l!c believe tltat uo ouut be flexible: no :z:c(;arc.ls method o£ orc~ds.:tticl~(tac.tics) 
nnd tlic.t vo mu:.t ctrivo to "u-o datrn to the level of th::l Dl'.sscs" .l~t the s::toc tioe, 
hol-l'c•er,oUl! octhouo oust n\lt himlcr the nttdr>ncnt of our e:;o£~.ls,So,I'or im:t.:mco,i:f 
by partic:iJa.tinc in "tl.:llu\.U'Cl1;lm1inn" roforcnduo by ~tine "no" uill brine: tho 
ntatc to its lotcos alld lih,:rato our~clvc:~,thcn 'I-TC should p:lrtici!Jc.tr. because it 
helps our s trucclc.'l.'J~c r:.,.•..Jbleo vith tltc present d.:.bnto,hot-rcv~r, is ;;hctlicr ~.nrt.i
cipc.tion at thio ct~e u!ll not in fr.ct prouotc "Coloured" nml "Inuicn" conscious-
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~"'C:s.~ VJC ~~ AG.AI:trS'l' TIE. D!:.U!:l.OPf.r&:W'l' OF CLASS CONSC!ousliESS .AliD HUrCE HI!ID£Ir OUR 

YTV.ft.L SU.~GCO\.~ 

fG,rtlicr, there 1::: zicre'o~!lt th.:lt our people do he·.r.3 r:~.ci:::t ntti tude& t!l'ld prejuc'6.-
<2 • d.i:roctecr nco.in::ot each otheJ:.'l'hc disagrecocnt cocos about P.Oif 1r.o breztk dot-m. 

ouch prcjudiccs.Scme :~.c•~Jcntas of participation believe that i~ is correct to 
nppecl. to pooplo on tho bn:::i~ of tho "Coloured" ,"Indian" or "ld'ric~l" identity 
they holcl. tfe believe tl1nt it in vi tnl to appeal to people on tho bn::iD o£ non
rilcicl.iso. Ue do nc·:t boH~·1c tfult wo hnv.e to bow do;.-n to the bacb;ilrd clements 
in our cor.lr.l.unity,,u.thcr thot we should drD.G" thc:J cl.ons witlt us .It is our tnok 
to cuido and direct our pooplc,not to usa their bac~tcrdnc::os es j~ti~ications 
'£or ou:z: oathods.Rcnco,jw:t because "tlm ca.sscs" cey thin."' tlio reforc propos:::~.ls 
are COQd end EotHn is a. wondeful n~ because ho ceres for thco anu that w~ oust 
thcrefiJro participate in bi:: otbnia. po.rlinoents IT DOES NOT 1-~'U.'l l!!:: !t\V1': TO 
~\.C!r~ ~1!'1!1!. Tlt:::r·U Hl:mce, oven 1:f tho "r.tasses" lTcmt tj ccl.l fo:r :m otlu1ic nefrendu..') 
it doca not ccan 'tro have ~" nc;roo witli t!leo. 

!s. LCOK AT THE ARGU7{: ... HT::J FOR PARTIC!PlLTIOll 

- 1)·1'!~ ST t~TE IS Ili J\ CRISIS. IT IU.S CHllllG".t!!D FROM :E!ui.T.A!!T nEPR~SIOll '1'0 R.I:!FOPJ.t, ~fH!a! 
D::;F!;!!1DS Olf THl:: llASS~ .\CC~ING T.DI:: LEGITD.:ACY OE' THE STAT~.WE r.ru-ST CHALIJ::ITGE 

=::p ~'r-~'!'E'S L:l:CITII.ULCY tY C~\LLnm- FOR A REF'~IDU!-! FOR 11 COLCURS!>S 11 .tiliD •nrni.~~S". 

~•'hc.t sort of rd".'lrel'l.dun, -:r.:~ l'.sk?llill. ccl.lina for a."l cth."lic rcfore:r.:iU!l not destro:r 
tthct "tic have built up? iuo!:inc aoc1o but not other norkcrs in tbu sc.oe trndo ·u."lion. 
~:;, f::...'O- o.nd vote "no"'? 

l".lr~!lcz:,;~rhet p~wcr d:.> :fC'.l ht~.vo to forca llotl1n to eccccle: to :rcur 
c::!:l~rlo'? Ybu l"'..n.,tc: no nili~ray or oconocic powcr1 ~c you •. Amt cco~;;nic p.ltrcr?Y"ou. 
-::ho ~ininioo tho role r.f t!1e: trorkir..a clnoc and C!Jl:asisc yom: "nntion:.l -daooc:mcy' 
Su::o,.YUU will call ou Eotha to ho.vo u refrendun :u1d he lrill lnush o.t you.And ii' 
he dccs a~ co, 1 t \-till be b.::catl!l.l he knouo h.e will win, or dn you think he -.rill 
ccocl.&; political suicide? So you will still sit. wi-;hout n rcf.:::rcndl.l!:l,yct you 
l-rill :1avo split the: tm:r dotll\ the niddle a."ld done irreparable !:n..-::t t'o our struc
clc. 
~~~ ~he t..."U:!(I tioo,nre you :::aying that tho only way to challcnac the state s leGi
tioacy.i:J by participo.tin;; in its ethnic instrucer.ts? 

!li' !t":.:NDRICKS~ .A}!D RJ~JE:J:SI ~ DiTO POWER ''l'HEY ~fiLL DR.W J.LL "COLGL'Ri.:llS II .IJID 
"!!Z'D!Jil:S " t-liTHi TIE:!· I. DY !l!iOVISIOlJ OF HOUnnm etc. T~ lULl HELP :EOTILt STAB!LIS!~ 
1!!3 Cli!SIS • 

E'c~r C~"l t!le crisis ctnbilinc lri th Doll tlio contr~:!icUcms in O\.:l.' !:cce:i ty and im 
t~o rc:f'or::~ strntocy c::n:tlr.:iine?SurQly tho c:x:isis will de.:pe!~?'!'hc G1.·~up A:reo.s, 
!iaco Classification 1iill l·conin .. Ccnccriptiun of :3lnck youth.c vill bc.c:>aa a rcalj,t 
The structural shortc: ... n:dli::':l in the cconooy,evcr-:-isinc; unc~ployncnt and tlie 
r:;c!'.c-:-al poli tic.:Ll ~llllc..;.:.&i~ss c£ Hcndrick:Jc nncl c.J. Cl'.n surely 2.ot.~ lead to n 
:~-;:l.b!lisation: of tho cri:.:d::? Once :Eothu s ant! Hen~i.::~.so c :rhetoric :produce no
~!"lin(3 concreto,will tho:: C!•isis ll:J.vo been stnbilisacl? 

3)'1'~F.ICANS 11 i-IOULD P.I:JiCi~!'h: Trm:MS~;LV£S TO BE lkil'a:'..Y_!D BY "CO!..OUR!::US" .UrD"nmv;~9' 
~oc.W·::le:,"ft'oc: 11Jd'ric~:ntJ~1 \Tvn t feel bctrnycd 'trhc:1 you co nn.i -..,-otc without th~o? 

.t\!:~t wbat ttbout tho orcnninf.'.tions vi thin tho UDF "ft'h.fch have acccsa to uhnt you 
call "A:fric~nc".l~ill they .cit back o.nd tlo nothir:a' to cY.plain to I"C:::•plo that 
F.cnd.ricl'~e cnc! hio k;bOUl' Pnrty nrc not tho sooc ns the "colour.7:d" people: a::o you 
c..,..ll thorJ? 

Surely t!:l.l rcvolutivn .l ~.·.1 not clcpe:nd on uho.t tUo or that hnclcr ::a:,•!: but upon b 
the coll~.:cti vc concciuum:·.::::: of .ALL tho oppl!ccs~i a-::.d the poll tical pNO":wc..: of. 
tho vo.n..,--uard. 
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""''-::, ~ly e.rcuocnt expooes ot.mic-thlnld:'nc- and the pi tf~lls of the idooloc;y 
0~'\9tt.~ 

\J.lE.. ~~ DIVOLV..:O D·l 'l'lf~ l.f1LTIOI:1Ur-D!!:[•IOCR1.TIC PII.t\S~ OF TH...: STRUGGL;'!! iJID 1r.:..: UUST 
U~ 'l:IBRSTJU'ID P!LRTICIPJ~TIOli I!l THIS CCil!lTl:XT.IT IS llOT IilCOUSIST~!liT TO C;.LL FOR A 

l!IOYCOTT OF 'l'IL:: CO~mtmiTY COUHCILS JJJl) Pi.RTICP.\TIO!J nr 11 RL'F!:li~lDur;. • 

'llhio I!Untioncl-dcr.tllcr:.cy"tl".:.t you t:.lk nbout - t~h:.t is i.t. really?Does 1 t ci. vo 
y'Ju. nuthori ty to o.dvocnto c:thnienlly-bnoc:d to.ctic3 every tine there. i~ an i~cuo? 

}.::o you cayinc tht'. t th~ ~mrl:ine cl~s hoc no rolo to plny in tlli:: "phn!3o" c"£ 
ycur::o?Dccnu::o r~n~cber tb.: V•.>rldna clo.oc cloefl not ju z:t co1wist of onc"populo.tion 
e::oup!" 

iict-1 do you cnl~ 'tor nr. .:t! .. nic re:i'oronduc nnd r.;concilc tho.t ui th uorl-:inc clns~ 
lc~dorzl:ip ond pa:rticip~tion 1-ri thin the UDF? 

We have no choice but to cnnoidor the pof:oi bill ty tl:kl.t this pcrsiotc1'lt. cry o"£ 
"nntionnl-dcaoc::ncy11 is :.U'l a.-Jbuoh h.::hind ubich lurks the oini!ltcr forcco oi' 
:-co.ction £111.d cic.llUe-cl~c prejudice nnd. interest.. 

5)TiL~ Ri.~C!M·.; IS U~D.:C R:.:rom.: FOR T!r:: "COLOURI:DS 11 .t.!ID 11D-!DIJUlS" .AZ.ID m:FICSSIOll FOrt 
'!'!:!":: "rtFn:C.;UTS".TfE P .... Ji'O~i ?llOPOS!U.S FOR 'l'Jr'.: FIRST T!'!O GROUPS C.iinTOT D.~ S3;;1~ 115 
~ !i!ILI..R !'0 'l'IU DL:.ca: LCCt.L J~UTHORI'i'I..!S. 
~c 

=r::e"refrJr:l pr·JDOS:.l::J".ru\•~ the Koornhof' Dill3 arc Sl.:rcly both pnrt of n Total 
Z"t::nt.:.CY ~o co-opt tl:.:. elite in thu Dlncl~ col'.llluni ty?'l'ho P ,C. propllczt.lf: h~v~ a!. 
!:!UC!l r.!&Jre:zt:ion inV"'llY0(1 n::. tho Koomhof' Dillo,curcly?It:n't tho di:f.forcncc 
::..::rely in thu der-ree: oi' ::.~t'~btic~tion?On a lloct".l level tho P. C, pro~~o.::.,l::.; !lnvc 
t!•.:: ca!,•t~.ci ty to to cru:.h CCJn:.iuni ty-orientntccl struc~uros. 

:::. yc.,ur ;u-,:ur.t~nt n:>t .~ t:urr .. m\ur t·~ the eli vidc.-c.."lC.:-:ouic tactic:; of tho rc~irJc. 
{ Eot!m ht;t jullc lt:ld:c:r c.:. v-..r.d 

6) :.:XP -.:EI::lJC:-:: Dl OllG.t\!HSii!J FOR J\ 11l10" VOT!~ l'IILL G!V1; US ..1 POLITIC.&'...L T.~JK tl!!ICli. ~fiLL 

:,J.~G:: SUR::..: TI!l~T liE JUt~ llO'l' P:O.ZSIVE(LII~ h. DOYCOT-1' 1·!.:\Y I.!~ US TO B:JL·.v-..;) 

Soriow;ly,noti',P~c~co.l'!ICT IS OUR Ti1SIC? To orc:-.niso ol.tt' p.:::oplc for p.:n:c~ or t.o 
t""-~O port- in clectionc'-=rir:{.! politics (Labour P~t::r ctylc) • So yo1.t 'jill lmvc a. 
s~o.tictic. 1-rhich cays tJo w~ny "Colourods 11 nnc.l ·c·.Y.Ir.cic.n:;" hc.vc \rotct! "no 11 

- out 
!!c~ uuch ctrot;cr 1lill it !:ave ondc u:J? 

CC~W S,:~o no vote Ct'.Dl)C.iCf:. will be c. big publicity stunt,ye!l.But uha.t uill it 
nc.nn for or.~nnbntion?lfo ll1.lt it to you th~t bo:>id.cs thu otorili ty or the 
t~ctic :rou cro nclvoc:.rt'!.t:.;,;JY•'U 'trill also &plit coocunity frGil c.::~oounity,t>.ctivi:.t 
!reo :1cti vi:;;t anc1 lccd tQ 1.!~· cticint..:e;-rnti:m of the tmF. 

!:c;: th~.:rcf'.;,rc c:.ll upon y:>u t-' reconsider ~ur C£1~1 f'~ p:u-ticipa.tion nnd to 
iJl:ry it alor.c wi tll other bncl ::1coorico .. 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS 
(A first draft for discussion by the Transvaal Anti-PC~ 

How should we respond to the Governemnt's constitutional proposals and 

other so-called reform proposals? Co-option of a section of the oppressed 

to entrench the apartheid system and ou~ response will be dictated only by 

our interests in advancing our struggle. But to do so we need to understand 

clearly what that stuggle is and how best it can be advanced. This ans~er 

necessitates we look at the objective social conditions and the strategy 

that flows from those conditions. 

1. The objective social conditions 

We sumamrise the main features of the social system under which 

we suffer. 

(i) We are nationally oppressed, unable to share in running our 

country or to determine its destiny. We are also economically 

exploited, unable to share the land and wealth of our country 

and enjoy the fruits of our labour. That national and class 

oppression is at the hands of a comibiation of white capitalists 

class and white land owners, with white workers as junior 

partners in alliance with international capitalism. 

(ii) We have a divided factory shop floor, divided on racial, 

(iii) 

ethnic and colour cast lines, coinciding by and large with 

divisions of skill and trade. The balance of power en the 

factory shop floor thus rests in the hands of skilled white 

workers and the ruling class. Thus the confidence which should 

come to workers at the point of production as the creators of 

wealth and the class destined to resolve the fundamental class 

conflict of the ownership of the means of production and of the 

mode of produc~ion is undermined, retarding our struggle. 

The oppressed community at large is also divided on r9cial, 

ethnic and colour cast lines and in addition has a small 

middle class who, although oppressed, has interests outside 

that of the vast majority of oppressed, and who have aspirations 
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of fulfilling those interests within the status quo. Here 

too the power which should be vested in the hands of the 

oppressed is undermined by this division. Thus the balance 

of power at this level also rests in the hands of the rulers. 

{iv) The unity which should exist between rural landless workers 

and urban prolet:"riat is undermined by playing off rural poor 

against urban poor by the selective provision of employment, 

residential rights, health and educational facilities. Here 

too the balance of power rests in the hands of the ruling class 

while urban and rural unity is fragile. 

{v) The ruling class maintains its rule by the constant fostering 

of these divisions. In addition to this it flaunts its 

economic, military and repressive powers to forcibly school 

the oppressed that power rests in its hands and that there is 

no solution to the social conflict outside the fabric of the 

existing social system. 

{vi) There is a growing understanding of the dual nature of our· 

oppression and thatthe two facets are inextricably bound up 

in resolving the social conflict. There is also a growing 

unity on the factory shop floor and across industrial boundaries 

as well as unity with the urban oppressed communities. In 

addition to this there is a growing unity and united action of 

urban proletariat and landless rural workers. 

2. The new road ahead 

The objective factors and the historical experience of the oppressed 

in struggling for change brought about an about face from the old 

methods of struggle to new methods. We cite the main features of 

that experience. 

(i) Prior to the 1960's the mass mobilization and united action 

of the oppressed emphasised to the ruling class the need for 

resolving the social conflict by admitting the oppressed 
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into the body politic and redressing the major economic 

conflict. More and more it signalled to the rulers the 

urgency of resolving the problems if dire social 

consequences were not to follow. 

(ii) The bitter lessons prior to the 1960's and the early 1960's 

rammed home the message that the rulers mean to hold on to 

power and privilege even at the point of the gun. The lessons 

were being learned that the social conflict cannot be resolved 

within the fabric of the existing social system. 

(iii) These events and lessons led to the movement firmly turning 

its back on these methods. Consciously the oppressed set out to 

create the urban base on the factory shop floor, across industrial 

boundaries and in the community that could move from industrial 

strike to general strike onto political strike coupled with 

community action and to develop co-ordinated action with the 

rural base built on the struggles of the rural oppressed, 

landless workers and vanguard. What was being developed was 

the co-ordinatec acti~n of the twin prongs of uroan and rural 

struggles. 

(iv) The new road could only be embarked on because the masses 

could accept its political truth as born out of their long 

experiences prior to the 1960's and the events of the early 

1960's. It became the task of the conscious cadre to be 

the carriers from generation to generation of these events, 

lessons and decisions. 

3. The obstructions to the new road 

wbile the conscious cad~c became t~e carriers of cur knowledge and 

experience the regime had to undermine those lessons. We note 

three important points here. 

(i) Our very day to day existence within society requires some 

conformation to its rules and morality. Whether we like 
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it or not this helps to legitimise the regime. This 

kindles the hope that the social conflict can be resolved 

within the parametres of the oppressive system and thus 

undermines the new road. 

(ii) The flaunting of its economic, military and repressive 

might the rulersattempt to ~tivehcme the lesson that power 

rests in its hands and there is no possibility of resolving 

the social conflict outside the fabric, or parametres of the 

existing social system 

(iii) The rulers and international capitalism have realised that 

the growing unity of the oppressed and the development of 

the urban as well as rural struggles as well as the shift 

in the balance of power to the oppressed puts fundamental 

social changes both internally and further afield on the 

agenda for change. This realisation has given rise to their 

"total strategy" to bring home its message of no change outside 

the paramet~es of the oppressive society. 

We can cite many examples showing how these features have undermined 

the level of political consciousness and hence the new road. These 

lead to attempts to resolve the social conflict according to the 

dictates of the rulers. We note, however, just a few examples 

without spelling out the social implications: 

The co-option of sections of the petty middle classes. 

The mobility of black labour both across the geographic 

boundaries as well as the boundaries of skill. 

The resettlement of urban and rural workers and the granting 

of certain restrictive rights to others. 

The extension of home and group area ownership. 

The destabilisation of the frontline states. 

The problems of an armed struggle, finding general refuge 

within the oppressed community, 22 years after launch. 

5/ •·••· 
Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



s. 

4. Around the obstruction 

The acceptance that the social conflict can only be resolved 

outside the fabric of the existing society is no easy road and 

must be constantly fought for. The lessons we have so dearly 

learned must not be learned by each succeeding generation by 

going through the bitter experiences of the early 1960's and prior 

to that. They must b~ passed c~ as part of the accumulated 

knowledge of our struggle. With these lessons in mind we must 

consciously -

(i) Demonstrate the illegitimacy of the regime and its ability 

to resolve the problems of society, South Africa as well 

as Namibia, and in fact only deepen those conflicts. 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Demonstrate the need for an alternative government that 

caD address itself to the real problems of our country. 

Demonstrate that nothing short of a people's government 

based on the Freedom Charter can resolve the question of 

national oppression and economic exploitat~on. 

(iv) Create the political consciousness that understands and 

aavances the twin prongs of urban and rural struggle 

creating the unity across industrial boundaries and in the 

community at large and engages in co-ordination with the 

rural struggle. 

5. Our response to the constitutional proposals 

Our comments here must be read in conjunction with our document 

summarising our case against the call for a referendum. Those 

arguments will therefore not be repeated here. Our answer to the 

constitutional proposals and the other so-called reforms must be 

clearly dictated by the criteria under 4. We must always remember 

that any political direction we advocate must be seen by the mass of 

our population in terms of their own political experience as a 

correct political path. Moreoever, it must strive for united action 
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on the factory shop floor, in the community at large as well 

as in the rural areas. It must build the unity of the oppressed 

and breakdown the stumbling block~ of unity. In the alliance of 

classes and groups the interest of the revolutionary vanguard must 

predominate. Our population have been schooled by their various 

experiences of the illegitimacy cf the regime and the fraudulent 

nature of its institutions and actions pretending to resolve the 

social conflict. The only action (with regard to the options under 

discussion) meeting all these criteria is the total rejection of the 

reform proposals and boycott of attempts at its implementation. 
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TRANSVAAL ANTI-~C 

~II A LS--=11' 

BROAD GUIDELINES PROPOSED AT THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 

ON SUNDAY, THE 8TH OF MAY 1983, AT THE DORCAS CRECHE, 

WESTERN 

The Task of the Anti-PC would be:-

1) The mobilisation of oppressed people against 

the Government's reform proposals. 

2) To co-operate and liaise with other democratic 

organisations working towards the same end through 

participation in the envisaged United Democratic 

Front. 
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(UD£. affttrateJ 
P.O.Box 7290 
JHB 

Dear Friends, 

We are all undoubtedly aware of an upsurge oi dissatisfaction 
among the oppressed people and a growing crisis in our country. 

In an attempt to contain our dissatisfaction, maintain and even 
strengthen the hated "Apartheid System", they introduced the 
"reform proposals" and Koornhof Orderly Movement Bills. These 
Bills will hound many thousands of the oppressed out of the 
cities and towns. 

We are convinced that the proposed racial tricameral system only 
offers "Coloureds" and "Indians" a semblance of rights; that it 
is heavily loaded in favour of Whites; that it entrenches white 
minority rule; that it even goes as far as attempting to conscript 
our youth to defend the borde~of Apartheid (The Rand Daily Mail -
22/9/83, quotes P.W. Botha as saying ••• "that provision had al
ready been made for the conscription of col~reds, but that this 
had not been done because •••• coloureds up until now had no poli
tical rights".) 

These reforms are also further means of dividing our communities 
and are designed to retard our struggle for a just South Africa. 

But organisations throughout South Africa have rallied against 
these proposals. In the light of this, the Transvaal Anti-PC was 
formed. It is moreover, particularly heartening to witness the 
progressive stand taken by trade unions, churches, community, 
sport and youth organisations. 

This is a clear demonstration that we can unite in action. There 
is a growing need for all of us to speak out with one voice against 
these evils perpetrated against us and work towards a unitary non
racial South Africa. 

Chairperson, 

I.J. MOHAMED (PROF.) 
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TOWARDS A PROGRAMME OF ACTION 

The Anti- PC is moving towards setting up a programme of 

action. local working groups must assist in setting up broad 

objectives and specific targets and activities to achieve 

these objectives. Thinking at present is along the following 

lines. 

We need to be clear where we are going and how we mean to get 

there. 

1. We are striving to reach a situation where we have 

mobilized and organised a broad spectrum of the population 

against the reform proposals of the regime on the basis of the 

Declaration of the Anti-PC adopted at its inaugural meeting. 

2. Achieve the situation where we act in unity with the 

organization in the UDF to strive in systematic and coordinated 

struggle for a non- racial unitary and democratic South Africa. 

3. To achieve the situation sketched in 1 and 2 we would have 

to engage in various activities. These should follow in proper 

order if we are to achieve our objectives. Each working group 

must define its role. 

(a) Own Activities 

(i) The council in collaboration with existing Anti-PC 

activists groups must set up activists groups in as many 

unorganised regions as possible and particularly in 

Eldorado Park, Reiger Park, Geluksdal, Edenpark, Western, 

Riverlea, Horseshoe, Toekomsrust, Ennerdale, Eersterus. 

(ii) local activists groups must, in collaboration with the 

appropriate Council Committee, take responsibility for one 

of the various projects and make it an on going activity 
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involving all activists in the group. Where no Council 

Committee exists the local groups must play a role to initiate 

such a group. 

For example 

(a) Publicity (b) Education (eg. Seminars) 

(c) Newsletter (d) Fundraising (e) Research 

(iii) local activists groups must reach out to the community 

by distribution of the Newsletter, Speak etc and attempt to 

engage the homes visited in discussion with the issues raised. 

Where appropriate follow up visits must be made. 

(iv) Work towards having house meetings and setting up of 

street or area groups 

(v) Work towards regional meetings 

(vi) Mass Public Meetings which in turn must facilitate the 

activity (i) to (vi) in new areas and so on. 

(b) Joint activities with TIC, UDF, Anti- Community Council and 

others. 

(i) Major joint mass meeting of Anti-PC/TIC/Anti- Community 

Council planned for City Hall early August. Work must 

proceed to make this a massive demonstration of rejection 

of reform proposals. 

(ii) UDF conference in Cape Town mid August to work with 

other groups to ensure a massive conference in organised. 

(iii) Joint Educational Programme 

instructional literature. 

seminars, lectures, 

(iv) Joint Research Programmes and make resources available 

to community. 

1:.. 3. ~ok-c..cl , (\"-"'\\-P 
\b-l-~1.. 
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Minutes of the ANTI-PC Executive meeting held on 

2 February 1984 

Present: 

Prof I Mohamed, Mr G du Plessis, Mrs E Lambert, Mrs V Meyer, 
Mr C van Wyk, Mr K Goodall. 

Apologies: 

Mr B Jardine, Mrs D Cornelius, Miss D Soudin, Mrs J Duarte 

1. U D F Activities 

1.1 Chris felt that local groups were not informed in time of all 
UDF activities. There seemed to be a poor communication system 
between the UDF and its affiliates. It was decided that all 
correspondence from UDF should be kept in a separatefile and 
all council members would have access to this file. Where 
possible, important documents would be duplicated and passed on 
to local groups. The minutes of the last three UDF meetings 
were read to give the meeting an opportunity of picking up 
important issues. 

1.2 UDF Million signature campaign 

1.3 

The Transvaal UDF must collect at least 300,000 signatures. 
The UDF has a Million Signature campaign meeting every 
Wednesday eveing at 5.30. UDF had recommended that areas form 
local local working committees. 

It was suggested that three committees be formed, viz: 

a) Bosmont, Newclare, Coronati9nville, Western, 
Riverlea and Horseshoe: ~Yc4;j<S'1 

b) Eldorado Park, Noordgesig, Ennerdale, Klipspruit. 
The possibility of working together with activists 
in Lenasia, which is in this area needs to be looked into. 

c) Reiger Park, Geluksdal, etc. 
J.) l\\~5~ \~) St.~o~ ~ 

UDF Music Festival 

To take place on 4 March 1984 at.Fun City. George said that the 
UDF had mentioned that it might be possible for organisations to 
run food stalls at the Festival where they expected between 
20 000 - 30 000 people. It was agreed that a letter be written 
and that we take this up. Possibilities for stalls were a 
Hamburger stall, cool drink stall, popcorn stall, etc. 

1.4 The Udf needs money badly and requests that associate members 
be recruited with a view to them letting us have some money. 
Names to be suggested. 

1.5 The chairman informeJ the meeting that each organisation is to 
give a written report to the UDF before each council meeting. 
The secretaries to take responsibility for this. 

/2 
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2. LOCAL COMMITTEES 

It was stressed that there was aneed for consolidation. The 
question of whether we should initiate more groups in other 
areas was discussed. In view of the amount of work to be done 
this would prove difficult. However, it was agreed that we wor~ 
on this on a smaller scale. eg Geluksdal - Mr Jegels to be 
contacted again. Possibly Klipspruit. Mr Goodall said that 
he had given Eddie a contact in Pretoria. 

3. FINANCES 

3.1 None of the tresurers were present, but it was estimated that 
we had approximately R400 - RSOO at present. 

3.2 Chris said that R30,00 was still owed for ehe layout of the 
Riverlea pamphlet. 

3.3 Bosmont, Newclare, Coronationville group to arrange a fundraising 
braai on 11 Fenruary 1984. 

3.4 Bake sale to be arranged for end of month. 

4. PUBLICATIONS 

The Anti-PC News should have been ready in January, but this was 
not possible as we were waiting for the UDF decision. The 
publications committee had decided that the newsletter should hav 

a) Article on conscription; b) Article on Boycott decision; 
c) Paper on Democracy; d) Article on Labour Party. 

Ms Lambert suggested that glarinf inconsistencies of the Labour 
Party should be highlighted. 

5. GENERAL 

5.1 TIC Mass Meeting: This was schedulled for 8 February 1984 in 
Lensasia. The executive discussed the issue and realised the 
serious implicayions involved. It was decided that in view of 
our stand to advocate a boycott of a racial referundum, our 
advice to the Council is that we cannot be officially represented 
at the meeting since we would be placed in an invidious position. 
Activists may choose whether they wish to attend as individuals. 

It was AGREED that unity was essential and, for the sake of the 
UDF, we must search for issues which will unite us and not issues 
which divide. This is possible through work on issues such as 
the Million Signature Campaign. 

5.2 Pamphlet: It was AGREED that there was a need for a pamhlet to 
come out after the Anti-PC Newsletter and ideas for this pamphlet 
shoudl be forthcoming. 

5.3 Poster: There was also a need for a poster to popularise the 
Anti-PC. 

5.4 Fact Sheet/Diary: Chris suggested that the secretaries draw up a 
fact sheet/diary and to update on a regular basis to keep all 
activists informed. 

5.5 Date for nest meeting to be set by secretary. 
2nd or 3rd Wednesday of each month. 

Chairman; Secretary: 

Preferably 
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