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Thank you for being a part of this focus group which aims to determine the design requirements for a robust Sepedi non-electronic system. As already mentioned, this interview forms part of a bigger research study which aims to develop and evaluate a non-electronic Sepedi graphic symbol-based AAC system for preliterate children.

A non-electronic Sepedi graphic symbol-based AAC system is envisioned to be a paper-based system which consists of words and pictures. This system can be used to enable children with speech and language problems to communicate. You will thus be asked questions related to the design process of such a system. Please feel free to comment at any point and to elaborate on some of your comments.


	Question item
	Probes and follow up questions

	1.Remember that a robust system is one that allows a high number of words and pictures so words can be added as the person’s communication skills get better.

Can you just share how the children at your school communicate?

Do you think there is a need for a robust Sepedi AAC system for children who cannot speak? 

	Why do you think there is/isn’t a need? 

	2.How in your opinion, how will this system help the child?
	· Where (in which situations) will children use the Sepedi AAC system?
· For what reason will they use it?  
· Which communication goals should would we have for the child with this system?
· What should the child learn from using the system?


	Question item
	Probes and follow up questions

	3. I want to discuss your ideas about what a robust Sepedi AAC system may look like. 
I will ask you to discuss a few aspects.  Remember that a robust system is one that allows a high number of words and pictures so words can be added as the person’s communication skills get better.


	3.1 First of all, let us talk about the words on the system. What do you think we should keep in mind when we choose these words for children?
	· What type of words should be included?
· How many words should be included? How many to start with, how can they be expanded?
· Who should choose the words?
· Are there words specific to the Sepedi language or culture that need to be included?
· Should grammar variations like past tense or plurals be included?

	3.2 What should the pictures for the system look like? Should they look a certain way, similar or different to the pictures we use for English systems?

	Please comment on the following:
· How the symbols look (e.g., appropriate to context and culture, easy to recognize and learn)
· The cost and access to the symbols
· The size of the symbol library to choose form?

	3.3 Some AAC devices can be presented in the form of a file or a poster format (will explain). In your opinion, what should we keep in mind when we look at how the system should look like?
	· How should we organize the words with the symbols on the system? Can give examples like core-fringe, categorize fringe, on one page, multiple pages….
· Why should we organize them that way?

	3.4 Some AAC devices can be presented in the form of a file or a poster format. In your opinion, how should this system look like? 

	Please comment on:
· Size, material (paper, lamination, etc.), weight, durability?
· Attractiveness
· What would be important to consider in your context?

	4. Do you have any other information you feel is important for me to know regarding how to design such systems? _____________________
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