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The City of Tshwane is largely devoid of formally provided Public Open Space for afrocentric cultural activities
related to nature and landscape — Which at present often take place in rural landscapes, this has
implications for identity-making and feeling 1 in the city.
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CAUSE l SUBJECTS | PROCESS | RESULTS
[Colonisation] | [ Colonist ] '  Wars of Dispossession - Spatial Inequlity: Unequal l
= re—— : . _ : - 1856 Voortrekkersdeclare an in- distribution of land between black
) - el e , ' dependent Zuid-Afrikaansche Re- and white people.
- 1815-1306 British . - Beings . publiek (ZAR) and lay claim to the
- 1306-1910 British and Dutch . - At the centre I . Transvaal and the land up to the - Colonial and aparhtied spatial
- The organising and arranging of ' _ A panchmark of what I . Limpopo River. planning fabric .
terretory (colonised) through vio- 4 means to be a ful I -1865 J.H Brand vs King
!ence, Injustice and R TN, human Being k= = = — | Moshoeshoe - The transformation of natural
EEERRolonising Euro- - L. T 0 g ... , | -1866 Voortrekkers and environments by colonising par-
pian country. ; ' ' BaSotho ties also meant the introduction of
| ' ' -1876 South African Republic de- alien plants for economic and or
[ Apartheid ] ; i clares and the Pedi aesthetic purposes.
| v+ -1882-3 Voortrekker and
- 1948 10 1994 | : '+ Ndzundza-Ndebele - Forced removals of Natives/In-
- Apartheid reters to the imple- s . - The Glen Grey Act No. 25 of degenous poeple from their an-
mentation and maintenance ofa v . 1894 cestry heritage land, their tradi-
system of legalized racial segre- . |+ . - 1898 Voortrekker and Venda tional natural spaces were either
gation in which one racial group s . chiefdoms. destroyed or transformed in
IS deprived of political and civil . . favour of Euro western garden
rights. : : culture.
, _ . Laws
[ Current Situation ] | [ Colonised ] - - 1913 Natives Land Act . Economic exclusion
- PUGS unequally located, inad- . , - non-Europians/Natives -~ g::gig '::222 @‘;ﬁ,;ﬁfpsmem Act Natives/Indegenous poeple.
equate and under-maintained .| - honBeings/beings . (Act 69) (1955)

- Euro-Western epistemological
framework is colonial and renders
many indigenous, landscape-
based practices invisible..

- Public services are unevenly
distributed and often of poor
quality

- At the peripery - Separate Amenities Act of 1953
- Uncivilised, wild, - Group Areas Act (Act 75) (1957)
under-developed, uncultured. . - Separate Amenities Act of 1953

Key words: Decolonisation, ISK (Indigenous Knowledge Systems), Indigenisation, human-nature relationships, Landscape Design, Afrocentric,
Bio-cultural Diversity.
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Research Questions:

How can nearby nature narratives contribute to a place-based design approach of local
community parks in the City of Tshwane, as a means to feeling at home in the City?

What emergent aspects from the data could inform a set of guiding principles for
contributing to a nature informed, place-based way of designing community parks or Public open Space?

What design informants can be observed from current park use and adaptations, to inform a suitable design
approach?

Objectives:

To honour the cultural traditions, knowledge systems, and identities of Indigenous peoples.
Fostering spaces that meet the needs and aspirations of Indigenous peoples.

To create culturally appropriate environments that promote safety, human-nature relationships, community
well-being and sense of belonging.

To foster nature stewardship through a decolonial design approach

Key Words: Decolonisation, ISK (Indigenous Knowledge Systems), Indigenisation,
Human-nature relationships, Landscape Design, Afrocentric
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Burgers park (Author 2024)

Private and Public Colonial Landscapes
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Picture postcard circa 1908 showing two croquet fields. This image can be described as a scarce
e B : view in that these fields did not remain in the park for long — mainly due to a dwindling interest
e Botanical Garden with Melrose House at the turn of the century in this pastime. Card published by Sallo & Epstein.

Private and Public Indigenous Landscapes

In the development of the urban green space in colonised territories, alien
species from colonising countries are introduces into the landscape for
sentimental, aesthetic or economic reasons in line with Euro-western val-
ues of nature. This approach directly impacts indigenous communities

identities as their traditional natural
replaced by Euro-western garden cu
form and materiality also reflects am

The entire existence of Africans are deeply rooted in the land (Lephak-

ga 2012). Indigenous beliefs and cultural practices are deeply rooted in
nature, in indigenous plants, mountains, valleys and rivers. Plants are not
only values for their sentimental, aesthetic and economic value but they
are seen for their special healing capabilities, they are connected to rituals
and cultural practices. Afrocentric cultural practices for different occasions

andscapes are transformed and or
ture (Shackleton 2021). The design,

nitions of the colonisers. and stages of life require certain plant species and nature settings.
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ACTIVITIES

CHILDHOO INITIATION MARRIAG DEATH

PLANTS

R / } /
Helichrysum
aureonitens

Agapanthus

2 5 campanulatus Dianthus

S ¢ basuticus

Kiggelaria

africana Pappea

capensis

africana
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ACTIVITIES

SPATIAL IMPLICATIONS

Imbeleko is a cultural ritual that introduces the
new born child both to the ancestors and into
the community. This cultural practice includes the
burying of Inkaba (Umbilical cord), in the land of

the new born child’s ancestors and the slaughter- |
- isangoma (fortune teller). It's the practice of talking
' to ancestors is usually a private practice, done by
. the family for specific reasons, it can be done inside
- the home, in the kraal or in a natural element like a
. river or mountain.

ing of a goat, goat’s kin is used to make imbeleko,
an the meet is prepared and cooked for the com-
munity as members of the community will come

and be introduced to the child. Impepho is burnt

and the child is introduced to the ancestors.

Plants: Imphepho Helichrysum

aureonitens, insikane sedge grass, ugobo unnera

perpensa, umThombothi Spirostachys africana

1

& (-
: L
Intimate Community Family

Venue: Indoors, outdoor open space

Materiality: Cow dung floor, gravel

Needs and Props: Cow dung floor, gravel, and goat
for slaughtering.

IVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA
ERSITY OF PRETORIA
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- Talking to ancestors is a common cultural prac-
. tice in most African cultures, they are believed to
lookover the living and they provide guidance.
- Ancestors also have the ability to call one into the

practice of being inyanga (traditional healer) or

Plants: Imphepho Helichrysum aureonitens, imi-

thombo yamabele Sorghum bicolour

1

& 9 - 9
: 2
Intimate Family

. Venue: Indoors, outdoor open space, by a river or a
- mountain

Materiality: Reed mat, gravel, boulders

' Needs and Props: Ukhamba (clay pot) for mgom-
" bothi (traditional beer), candles, clay pot to burn

imphepho, animal for slaughter.

Design Project and Discourse 801/2/3

. The cultural practice of Initiation is also common

. in most African cultures, its a process of initiating a'
. person into adulthood, binding them to their an-

. cestral clan as an adult.

Plants: iNhlaba Aloe ferox, ithethe elimpofu Bul—
. bine frutescens, buchu Agathosma crenulata

el
G < (——> 4—')
: L
Intimate Family Family

- Venue: Indoors, Kraal, outdoor open space

. Materiality: Gravel, grasses, compacted earth, cow
. dung floor, fire place

- Needs and Props: Medicinal plants, induku (stick)

S Mabaso 24075397

UKUNCWENGA

- Stick fighting is a game of adults, it commemorates

_indigenous combat techniques while teaching

“ about discipline and self defense, it's a community
. event and usually takes place in community com-
: " mon spaces, open fields or by the mountains.

. The process begins at home transitions to a place
- of seclusion where the initiates spend time before
. returning home where an animal is slaughtered
and the community celebrates their return.

Plant: hlokoa-la-tsela Dianthus basuticus, iShinga

- Xysmalobium undulatum, ihlukwe Zantedeschia

 aethiopica.
G < C <
Intimate Familiy Intimate

Venue: Outdoor open space

Materiality: Gravel, grasses

. Needs and Props: Medicinal plants, shields and
. sticks

29 November 2024



Current De-colonial Int
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Timeshighereducation.com. (201 5) Available at: https?/www.
timeshighereducation.com/sites/default/files/rhodes.jpg
: , .-.h-_-' iy | |

Y
-.H', H

J :J L e
Y,

The Paul Kruger statue in Pretoria has joined the list of defaced statues around the
world. Picture: Oupa Mokoena/African News Agency (ANA) Published Jun 14, 2020

“Although the statue became a centre of contention during
the decolonization debates and student uprising in 2016 in Pretoria and had to be
protected by barb wire to prevent its demolition...” (Landman & Makakavhule, 2021).

*, AT _. — }I*& . i - P k. | | 2 bl
In 2015 a student movement #RhodesMustFall erupted at the University

of Cape Town, the movement was calling for the decolonization of the
university and the university’s curriculum (Raxworthy 2018)
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Mitulent Urban Fark

“Although this project represents the history of the Khoikhoi herders in an attempt to decolonize space, in a critical review, it can also

PARK Circular Bench with community art installation

Green point urban park, khoi memorial Mfu]enf Urban Park

be regarded as the ‘makeshift’ of decolonization, where indigenous communities are exotified and presented in a way to fashion their
primitiveness and brand it for tourism purposes” (Landman & Makakavhule, 2021)

Freedom park, City of Tshwane
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Marsh Arab Project, Houston
USA

CLIENT: Rice University

PROFESSIONALS: Archaeology and architecture
LOCATION: Fukuoka, Japan

YEAR: 2003-2013

TYPOLOGY: Educational

OBSERVATIONS:

- Indigenous people live on artificial islands built
of reeds and mud, in houses made from the same
reeds.

- Arab-American Educational Foundation devel-
oped the Marsh Arab Project for the sake of cultural
preservation and ecological education.

- Director Becky Lao and her team at Archae-
ology Now wanted to bring awareness to the
Marsh Arabs under a simple belief that “people
need to experience a mudhif.”

-“l remember the beauty of nature, but | also
remember looking down upon people who were
barefoot, walking in the mud, wearing dirty
clothes,” Alwash said. “Today | look at these

same people as people who live in complete
harmony with their environment,” he said.

https://www.texasmonthly.com/style/mud-
hif-houston-rice-university-iragi-marsh-arabs/
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