
The use of AI in transforming Scholarly 

Communication Services & Leverage 

SDGs

Rosina Ramokgola

University of Pretoria

5th IFLA AI Symposium 2025



Presentation Layout

Anti-Plagiarism – Department of Library Services

• Introduction
• AI & Automation
• Scholarly communication services
• Transforming research outputs
• Repositories
• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
• Conclusion



Make today matter

Introduction

• Library as the centre of the University; core function is to support 

research, teaching and learning
• Lecturers expect expert knowledge on research (ChatGPT & AI 

research tools)

• The DLS had to combat AI knowledge deficit with Digital 

Transformation Initiatives:
• Automation: Automating workflows and repetitive tasks

• Translation of abstracts into indigenous languages. 
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Scholarly Communication Landscape
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Automation: Automating repetitive workflows 

• In collaboration with the Department of Education Innovation

• Microsoft Power Automate: 

• Automating repetitive reports: 

• Eg: Scival SDG reports
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Translation of abstracts into indigenous languages 

on the UPSpace Institutional Repository

• In collaboration with Department of Computer Science and aligns 

closely with the goals of the decolonising science initiative

• Translating academic abstracts into indigenous languages promotes 

inclusivity and accessibility, ensuring equal access to knowledge for 

indigenous language speakers

• Pilot Project: Translating Thesis into Sepedi and IsiZulu
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❑ UN Agenda 2030

❑ Times Higher Education Impact

❑ Methodology (Research, 
Stewardship, Outreach & 
Teaching)

❑ Research data and research 
output should have SDGs

❑ Keywords

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
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Impact Rankings 2025
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Automation: Automating bibliometrics and repetitive 

workflows 
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Conclusion

• Collaboration is key not in silo

• Resource optimization

• Improve efficiency and productivity

• AI – driver of change in Scholarly communication

• Ethical considerations
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