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CHAPTER IV - THE LAST YEARS IN GERMANY ; 1929 to 1934 

4 . 1 Stauch's working circumstance 

In 1929 he had accepted an offer by the SWA Farming and Trust Com

pany (Herbert , 1975 , p 150 and Neues Bauen in den Kolonien, 1935) for the 

design of various farm and office bui l dings in the Wi n dhoek district and 

had spent some months on t h is project . At this time he was still a 

student , under Farbat I at the I tten Schule . On his return , on December 

14th 1929 he marr i ed t h e twenty- year- old Karin Fritz Do l born , (1) and 

moved to a new flat nearer the centre of Berlin . Marianne went to live 

with her future husband's parents until , in 1930 , she married and left 

with her husband to live in South West Africa . (2) 

For Stauch it must have been an anxious time i n many ways . To 

augment his income he took on whate ver architectural work he could find . 

Itten was aware of the predicament of his talented student and would push 

k h · h . bl (3) war IS way w erever POSSI e . 

Karin had a strong and dominant personality and Hellmut leaned 

heavily on her during the early years of their marriage , for she provided 

him with the security which he needed at that time . (4) Their daughter, 

Adi Karin Margot, was born on 19th February 1930 , bringing the 19 

year- old father yet further responsibility . (5) 

Fred Forbat , who had been Stauch's teacher at the I tten Schule , 

engaged Hellmut in the same month in which Adi was born, and during this 

time he worked on the plans of garden cities in Berlin- Siemenstadt and 

Spandau-Haselhorst , as well as on a large scheme for a town hall and on 

various bungalows and villas . (6) (fig . 17) 

Farbat also was engaged in theoretical studies of housing and his 

young assistant gained invaluable and comprehensive knowledge in this 

specialised subject, as well as practical insight gained from the 

detailing which was expected of him . (7) 

1 . Marriage certificate in Stauch Vorster archives. 

2 . Krafft, Mrs Marianne , Sister of H. W.E. Stauch, 1984 - interview . 

3 . Ibid 

4 . Ibid 

5 . Birth certificate in Stauch Vorster arch ives . 

6 . Letter of reference from Fred Forbat (1932.01 . 19) in Stauch Vorster 
archives . 

7 . Drawings of Stauch from this period, in the possession of Mrs . Tosca 
Vorster. See a l so fig. 17 . 
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a project on which Stauch 

worked as an assistant to Farbat. The planning is similar to some of his 

later work, indicating either Farhat's later influence or an early strong 

involvement by Stauch. 

 
 
 



30. 

When Forbat's office closed down in December 1931, he gave Stauch a 

glowing testimonial emphasizing his systematic and responsible approach 

and his natural talent for the Arts. These sentiments were exactly and 

even more enthusiastically echoed by his next employer , Wilhelm Peters , 

where he worked from February 1932 to January 1934, who added in a le tter 

dated 1934.02.03 that Stauch had gained practical experience as a 

clerk-of-works during the two years with this firm , where he also carried 

out further work on industrialised housing systems (Das Ideale Eigenheim, 

193-) . 

During these years he also assisted Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer 
(8) 

with work on some housing schemes . But he was not content to remain an 

employee and during 1934 practised as an architect for his own account . 

He also worked "in association with professor Gustaf Hassenpflug 

(subsequently director of Kunstgewerbeschule Hamburg - Lerchenfeld)" but 

no detail of this association is available . (9) He was interested in 

industrialised building and became involved as tlconsulting architect tl for 

a firm of contractors interested in the prefabrication of economical 

houses . (10) (figs . 18 to 21) . And he carried out a number of furniture 

studies , both for clients as such and as a basis for design. (figs . 22 to 

27) . 

4.2 Divorce 

While he found personal secur i ty in his work, the stresses of 

marriage proved too great and he and Karin were divorced . Karin remarried 

and she and her new husband, by the name of Zimmerman , together with Adi, 

left Germany for Brazil , where they settled. Stauch was not to see his 

daughter until she visited him in Pretoria many years later, a stunning, 

blue-eyed, fair-haired teenager . (11) 

4 . 3 The Olympia Jolle 

Early in 1933 two major German sailing organisations , the "Segler -

8 . Stauch's statement to the Institute of South African Architects 
(1942.08.11) 

9 . Credo (April 1971) and as also indicated by the headings of drawings 
carried out at this time where the title "Archi tekt Hellmut Stauch" 
appears . 

10. Stauch's letter to the Institute of South African Architects 
(1942 . 08 . 11) 

11. Vorster, Mrs Tasca, Step-daughter of H.W.E. Stauch , 1984 
interview. 
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FIG. 18 Modular housing for Peters Bau, 1933/34. This approach to 

modular "core" housing probably arose through the economic circumstances 

of the time. It is an approach which Stauch did not abandon and is today 

just as valid as when it was designed. 
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Structural details for industrialised building type, The 

provision of what are virtually shop drawings appears to be a consequence 

of the relatively undeveloped state of this form of building at the time. 
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FIG. 20 Additional structural details, apparently for the same project 

as in fig. 19. 
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FIG. 22 Room design for Sonsalla. There is no background giving the 

circumstance of the room designs done by Stauch, of which there are 

several, at this time but it might be a result of financial constraints 

and accommodation shortages prevalent in Germany at the time. 
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FIG. 23 Room design for Frau Teichs. This is one of the layo uts 

mentioned in the comment on fig. 22. 
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Furniture designs for construction in cane. These designs were 

published in successive issues of the above magazine. Stauch's interest in 

furni ture continued for many years, judging by the number of drawings, 

sketches, models and articles by him virtually throughout his working 

life. 
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FIG. 25 Furniture design for a work chair in tubular steel construc-

tion. Both this and that illustrated in fig . 24 are unusual in their 

choice of materials, for in most of his later designs Stauch elected to 

use wood, with or without other materials such as upholstered cushions or 

leather thonging. 
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FIG. 26 Design for an adjustable table and desk in timber, as part of 

a modular series of furniture. 
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41. 

Verband" and the " Segler Bund" combined and decided that a new Olympic 

c l ass single-handed sailing dinghy was needed for use in the 1936 

Olympics at Kiel, and that this should be a development based on the 

single-hander used at Los Angeles in 1932 . With his appetite whetted by a 

brief trial of an Olympic- type boat at Wannsee , Stauch embarked on the 

design of a sui table boat, in competition with t he designs of Brandt , 

Drewitz and Rutsch. The designs were eva l uated and tested and h is design 

accepted and built (Die Jacht , 1984 . 03 . 28) (fig . 28). 

He was at this time a keen and competetive sailor, and was selected 

by the "ReichsportfUhrer" as a member of t he team of experienced sailors 

testing and developing the Olympia-jolle (Die Jacht, 1984 . 03 . 28) . This 

was a feather in the cap of the young architect ; but he had not bargained 

on the fact that he would be expected to join the Hitler Youth movement 

and to take part in activities other than sailing. (12) 

4 . 4 The decision to leave Germany 

Stauch was a person of character and determination . He had overcome 

much of his insecurity and he knew withou t doubt that while he wanted to 

sail, he had no desire to march . (13) The unease of the early 30 ' s was 

around him. South Africa beckoned promisingly. He had stayed in touch 

wi th his family in South West Africa and was interested in designing for 

its severe climatic conditions . 

(Herbert, 1975 , P 1 51) states that Stauch came to South Africa via 

Windhoek in 1934, but this does not tally with the facts as stated by his 

family . (14) Dr . Gilbert Herbert stated in an interview in 1985 that he 

used , in the research for his book , the method of tape-recording and 

transcribing all interviews . He therefore is certain that what Stauch 

told him was correctly reported, but added that he had found many 

inaccuracies in facts given by architects about themselves , and felt that 

it was not impossible that Stauch had 

t 
(15) 

men . An article written by him 

12 . Ibid 

13 . Ibid 

made the same type of misstate

and appar ently published in an 

14 . In interviews during 1984 , Mrs Marianne Kraftt , Mrs Tosca Vorster , 
Mr Robin Vorster and Mrs Pulli Thoms state that Stauch consistently spoke 
of his arrival i n Cape Town with lttwo bob in his pocket", and also of his 
inability to continue to Windhoek. 

15 . Herbert , Dr. Gilbert , Prof . of Architecture at t he Technion - Israel 
Institute of Techno l ogy ; 1985 - interview . 

 
 
 



FIG. 28 

OlympiaJolie 

Liinge: 5 III 
Breire: 1,5 III 

Segeljliiche: 
10 m' 
Take· 
lungshohe: 
h6c/tsrens 
6,5 III 

geringster 
Freibord: 
mindestens 
0,4 m 
Tie/gang mit 
Schwer!: 
h6chstens 
1m 
Gesamtge
wicht: 230 kg 
BaumateriaL' 
Mahagoni 
Bauweise: 
Rundspant
boot, kanveel 
gebaut 

II 

The Olympia Jolle. The basic specification of this sailing 

dinghy, and a photograph of Stauch, taken at the time when he was sailing 

at Wannsee in preparation for the 1936 Olympic Games. These photographs 

were published in an article on the current status of the dinghy, in Die 

Jacht, October 1984. 
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archi tectural magazine, headed "Neues Bauen in den Kolonien " von 

Architekt Hellmut Stauch January 1935 highlights his interest in 

simple industrial modular "core" housing , which approach was at the time 

in advance of that of his contemporaries in South Africa. 

He weighed up his options , made his dec i sions , and left Germany. He 

travelled light , leaving in Germany al l hi s per sonal papers and property , 

perhaps because he had no firm i ntention of staying permanently , or 

perhaps because of other constraints . The young woman who drove him to 

the station at the start of his journey spok e of Hellmut riffling through 

a 1'pack of playing cards " of passports , selecting a Swiss passport and 

. th f h' . f (16) us~ng at or 18 eXlt rom Germany . 

Alternatively, it was possible that he did not wish those with whom 

he was in contact to know that he might move permanently to 

South Africa . (17) 

Typically I he had not contacted nor asked for assistance from his 

family , but he did intend to join them in Windhoek . This intention was 

thwarted by lack of money, 
(18) 

for he reached Cape Town with completely 

depleted resources . 

Staying briefly with friends of his family , who lived there , he met 

a young visitor who brought news of work available in Pretoria. This was 

enough to send him north wards i n a hurry , where he was to join Aubrey 

Nunn in practice . He would not see his family in South West Africa until 

he was once more on 

success, rather than a 

his feet and could go 
(19) 

request for help . 

to them with a story of 

16. Letter from Ga l erie Ger da Bassenge to Joachim Alexander dated 21 
January 1985. 

17 . Vorster , Mrs Tosca, Step- daughter of H. W.E . Stauch , 1985 
interview. 

18. Ibid 

19 . Ibid and Krafft , Mrs Marianne , Sister of H. W. E. Stauch, 1984 -
interview 
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