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OPSOMMING

'n PRAKTIES-TEOLOGIESE ONDERSOEK NA DIE 

KERKLIKE   JAAR   IN    DIE   PREDIKING   VAN  

DIE  NEDERDUITSE  GEREFORMEERDE   KERK

deur 

Gerhardus Bothma 

Promotor:  Prof C J A Vos 

Departement:  Praktiese Teologie 

Graad:  Philosophiae Doctor 

Hierdie is 'n selfgeïnisieerde ondersoek wat onderneem is vanweë 'n persoonlike

belangstelling van die navorser in die onderwerp. Die ondersoek is egter in vele

opsigte relevant. Daar is tans 'n hernieude belangstelling in die kerklike jaar, o.a. ook

binne die NG Kerk, wat in 1998 en 2002 besluite geneem het i.v.m. die kerklike jaar en

lees-roosters wat verband hou daarmee. In gepubliseerde werke is reeds aangetoon

dat die kerklike jaar 'n goeie raamwerk bied vir die kommunikatiewe handelinge van die

gemeente, insluitende die liturgie, die prediking en so meer. By al hierdie werke

bestaan daar egter 'n groot gaping t.o.v. die kerklike praktyk m.b.t. die funksionering

van die kerklike jaar in die kerk. Hierdie leemte bestaan ook t.o.v. die prediking. 

Aangesien die navorser van oordeel is dat die kerklike jaar 'n waardevolle rol kan speel

in die prediking, is die ondersoek onderneem om, d.m.v. 'n prakties-teologiese metodo-

logie, navorsingsresultate rondom die kerklike jaar in wisselwerking te bring met die

bestaande praxis binne die NG Kerk. In die studie is hierdie proses aangepak deur

hermeneutiese interaksie tussen 'n literatuurstudie en 'n empiriese ondersoek wat

uitmond in 'n verstelde praktykteorie. 

Die probleemstelling is in hoofstuk 1 saam met die tema en die titel van die navorsing

aangedui en afgerond met die formulering van die probleemvraag en 'n kernagtige

verduideliking van die navorsingsprobleem. Daarna is doel van die studie verduidelik

en die hipotesestelling uiteengesit as: Die gedeeltelike disfunksionering van die

kerklike jaar in die prediking van predikante van die NG Kerk noodsaak sekere

aanpassings.
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Die metode van die ondersoek is vervolgens aangedui en die studieveld afgebaken.

Hiernaas is die aktualiteit van die ondersoek aangetoon en bepaalde voorveronder-

stellings aangetoon en is daar afgesluit deur die navorsingsprojek se ontwerp uiteen

te sit en te verduidelik. In hoofstuk 2 is die wetenskaplike en prakties-teologiese voor-

veronderstellings en perspektiewe wat van belang is vir die studie en die model wat vir

die navorsing gebruik word, bespreek. Die prinsipiële uitgangspunte wat verband hou

met wetenskaplike voorvrae, die praktiese teologie en die prediking is aan die orde

gestel en 'n Pneumatologie, 'n prakties-teologiese ekklesiologie, sowel as 'n antropo-

logie, is  aan die bod gebring terwyl die eise wat 'n veranderende situasie meebring en

vir die studie belangrik is en prediking in veranderende omstandighede ook beskou ten

einde 'n raamwerk vir die basisteorie wat volg daar te stel. In hoofstuk 3 is 'n

basisteorie vir die benutting van die kerklike jaar in en deur die gemeente in haar

kommunikatiewe handelinge in diens van die evangelie ontwikkel en prakties-

teologiese vertrekpunte asook konsepte wat vir die raamwerk van die empiriese

ondersoek belangrik is uitgelig. Die kerklike jaar is omskryf en uiteengesit en Bybelse

perspektiewe op en die historiese ontwikkeling van die kerklike jaar asook ander

relevante aspekte is ook bespreek. 

In hoofstuk 4 is 'n empiriese ondersoek, wat bestaan uit kwantitatiewe navorsing,

gedoen ten einde die praxis beter te verstaan en te verklaar. Die gegewens wat

versamel is, is ondersoek, geïntegreer en bespreek nadat die metode en instrumente

vir die ondersoek verduidelik en beredeneer is. Die huidige stand van sake m.b.t. die

navorsingsprobleem is ook aangetoon deur verslag te lewer van die empiriese onder-

soek en tendense wat vir die verstaan van die navorsingsprobleem belangrik is, aan

te dui. Nadat hierdie verklarende aktiwiteit in verband gebring is met die begrypende

aktiwiteit van die literatuurstudie, is d.m.v. strategiese aktiwiteit 'n verstelde praktyk-

teorie voorgestel in hoofstuk 5 met die doel om die bestaande praxis te verander.  

Aan die einde van die ondersoek is tot die konklusie gekom dat die kerklike jaar in die

prediking van die NG Kerk ontplooi kan word op 'n wyse wat dienswerk en aktiwiteite

wat na aanleiding daarvan en in wisselwerking daarmee onderneem word, kan

bevorder. Binne 'n konteks van armoede en voortdurende verandering, kan die kerklike

jaar - indien dit positief gewaardeer word en in die prediking beklemtoon word - in

prediking lei tot feesviering oor Wie God is en wat Hy doen. 
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SUMMARY 

A PRACTICAL-THEOLOGICAL STUDY OF

THE CHURCH YEAR  IN THE PREACHING

OF  THE  DUTCH  REFORMED  CHURCH

by 

Gerhardus Bothma 

Promotor:  Prof C J A Vos 

Department:  Practical Theology 

Degree:  Philosophiae Doctor 

This study is self-initiated and although the research is primarily motivated by the

interest of the researcher, it is relevant in many respects. The rediscovery of the church

year is one of the most remarkable aspects of the twentieth-century reform and renewal

of Christian worship. This renewed interest has also been noted in the Dutch Reformed

Church, especially in two decisions during 1998 and 2002, in connection with the

church year and related lectionaries. In many publications it has been shown that the

church year provides a frame of reference, not only with regard to the liturgy and

preaching, but also to other communicative acts of the congregation in serving the

gospel. A study of the available literature showed that a gap exists concerning the

practice of the church year in the church, especially with regard to the preaching.  

Since the researcher is convinced that the church year can play a valuable role in the

preaching of the church, the study was done by means of practical theological method-

ology by which the dynamic interaction between the theory and practice is studied. A

scientific look is taken at the praxis regarding the church year in the preaching of the

church by combining a literary approach with an approach by means of an empirical

research, which leads to an adjusted theory for the praxis regarding the church year in

the preaching of the church. 

The research problem is stated in chapter 1 and an explanation and formulation of the

question under research, as well as the basic hypothesis of the study are stated: The

partial malfunctioning regarding the practice of the church year in the preaching of
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preachers in the Dutch Reformed Church necessitates certain adaptations. The

purpose and method of the study is given and the field of the study is demarcated. An

explanation of the project design of the study is also given. In chapter 2 the scientific,

practical theological and homiletical points of departure are stated together with

reflection on insights of Pneumatological, practical-theological ecclesiological,

anthropo-logical nature. The changing society and the challenges it poses to preaching

is also reflected upon as part of creating a frame of reference for the research. In

chapter 3 a theological basic theory for the church year in the preaching is developed.

This part of the study, which includes a description and explication of the church year,

also functions as a conceptual framework for the empirical part of the study. 

After the emphasis of the first three chapters on the hermeneutical activity of under-

standing, which was done through the study of available literature on the church year

in order to get a grip on the topic and to formulate a theory, empirical research aimed

at an adjusted theory for the praxis of the church year in the preaching of the church,

was still needed.  Thus, in chapter 4, an empirical investigation, conducted

quantitatively, was undertaken. The information that was gathered, helped to

understand and explain the praxis under investigation and the results confirmed the

hypothesis of the study, namely that there are indeed problems with regard to the

functioning of the church year in the preaching of the preachers in the Dutch Reformed

Church. Areas in which problems exist was explicated. In chapter 5 the method and

instuments which was used, is explained. Hermeneutical interaction takes place

between the results of the empirical investigation and the results of the literary

investigation. In the strategic component of the study, a new theory of praxis

concerning the church year in the preaching as a communicative act of the church, is

formulated as regulative activity which intends to change the existing praxis.  

At the end of the study, it is concluded that the church year can be of service and could

be utilised in such a way that the service and activities of the church which is under-

taken in accord and in interaction therewith, could be stimulated. Within a context of

poverty and continuing change, the church year - if it is valued positively and if it is

accentuated in the preaching - could lead to the celebration of God, Who He is, what

He has done, is doing and are still going to do.  
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